BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES 
OF FAMOUS 
MEN AND WOMEN 



BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES 

OF FAMOUS 
MEN AND WOMEN 


by 

W. STUART SEWELL 



PERMABOOKS 
14 WEST 49TH STREET 


NEW YORK 



1949 

PERMABOOKS 




«.cc • M) : S'? 7 

COPYRIGHT, 1943 , 1949) BY GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING CO., INC. 




PREFACE 


Uves of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime 
And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time 

This verse from Longfellow’s poem A Psalm of Life is a 
fitting introduction to this book, which deals with the lives of 
famous men and women. 

The reader has here at his fingertips a compact biographical 
encyclopedia. The sketches, though necessarily brief, give the 
high spots in each person’s career, as well as lesser ev ents and 
facts which emphasize the personal characteristics of these men 
and women. The biograpliics arc arranged in chronological 
order. All periods contribute interesting figures; the great men 
and women of American history are fully represented; and the 
book concludes with leaders in many fields in recent times 
right up to our own day. 

The author wishes to express his appreciation to those who 
have worked with him in the preparation of this book; to men- 
tion especially the very large share of research, compilation, 
and writing of the biographies by his wife, Dorothy Ralston 
bewell; and to give sincere thanks to Ruth L. Benjamin and to 
Ldward G. Schneider, each of whom prepared a group of the 
biographies. The writing of the sketches has proved a most 
absorbing and stimulating e.xperiencc; and it is our hope that 
the reader will find the same fascination that we have found 
m these brief biographies of famous men and women. 


W. STUART SEWELL 
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HOMER 


Although Homer, the epic poet of Greece, is one of die most 
famous names in all of literature, little is known ahout the 
man; it is not even certain whether he was one man or a group 
of men. Traditional but unauthemic accounts of Homer's life 
describe him as blind, poor, and old, wandering from city to 
That conception of the poet is lornantic but untounded in 
history. Estimates on the time of his birth \ar\' from 03) h.c:. 
to 1159 B.c. Many Greek cities claim to be Homer's birthplace, 
but none can advance concrete proof. Nevertheless, it is know n 
that the Homeric poems exerted tremendous inlluence over 
Greek education, literature and culture. Thev were regarded as 
a basis of morality, a source-book of knowledge, a textbook . 
for oratory and a standard of literary criticism. 

The chief works of Homer, which occupy a high place in the 
world’s literature, are the Iliad and the Odyssey. Both poems 
are absorbing adventure talcs and give an insight into the 
character of the men and women of Greece of that day. even 
if they fail to furnish any biographical data on Homer himself. 
The Iliad tells the story of the few weeks’ action in tite siege 
of Troy (Ilium) by the Greeks. Achilles, cheated by his chief 
of a captive girl as one of the prizes of war, refuses to fight and 
sulks in his tent. The warrior becomes aroused, howc\'er, when 
liis bosom friend is slain by the Trojans;, then he enters the 
battle and in revenge kills the Trojan prince Hector. Within 
this story the complete histor>' of the nine years of war that 
preceded the episode is recalled. 

The Odyssey relates the adventures of Ulysses (Odysseus), 
one of the Greek warriors, during the ten years of his wander- 
ing after setting out from Troy to his home in Greece, It 
concludes the story of the seige of Troy and the capture of the 


city by one of the most famous ruses in history. The Greeks 
built a huge wooden horse, secretly filled it with soldiers, and 
then ostensibly sailed away, leaving the horse before the gates 
of Troy. ^Vhen the Trojans took the horse into the city, the 
fall of Troy ensued. 


SAPPHO 

Until comparatively recent times the work of Sappho, the 
greatest poetess of Greece, sur\aved only in quotations by 
ancient authors, but within the last fifty years, fragments of 
papyrus rolls and vellum codices containing authentic texts of 
Sappho's lyrics have been discovered. The chief themes are 
love and the beauty of nature. The extraordinarily moving 
effect of the poems is derived from the combination of ex- 
treme emotion and complete simplicity of language. 

In spile of her fame, few details of Sappho’s history arc cer- 
tain. She was a native of Mytilcnc in Lesbos, probably came 
from an aristocratic family, and was born about 600 b.c. She 
was exiled from Mytilcnc, along with other aristocrats when 
a democratic uprising took place, and may have gone to 
Sicily. She practiced and taught her art in a .school of maidens 
to whom she was passionately dcN'ott^d; she wrote an ode for 
each maiden when the maiden departed to be married. Noth- 
ing is known about her death. The legend that she threw her- 
self from the Leucadian rock, a high cliff now known as 
Sappho’s Leap, because of her unrequited love for the boatman 
Phaon, is entirely unsupported. 


CONFUCIUS 

Confucius was the author of many of the pithy proverbs on 
morality and ethics that have become copy-book maxims for 
all the world. One of them is the Golden Rule: “What you do 
not like when done to yourself, do not do to others.” And 
beyond these verbal gems, the Chinese characteristics of 
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graciousness, tact, and scrupulous observance of rules of eti- 
quette remain testimony to the influence of the Chinese philos- 
opher Confucius, who was a great and gentlemanly teacher. 
His clan name was K’ung. In his native land he is known by 
the name of K’ung Fu-tze (of which Confucius is a Latin 
approximation), meaning “the philosopher or master K’ung.” 
He was born in 551 b.c., in the slate of Lu, which is now part 
of the province of Shantung. He was of honored ancestry and 
able to acquire a good education despite poverty in his early 
youth. At the age of fifteen he had set his mind on becoming 
learned. When he was nineteen years old he married and 
assumed a modest public office. In his twenty-second year he 
conceived an idea for a school at which young men miglit be 
instructed in the principles of right thinking and government. 
Within a short time he realized his plan. Success, but not 
monetary reward, attended his efforts. At one time during his 
life about 3,000 students, including influential statesmen and 
scholars, were registered in his school. 

When he was fifty-two, Confucius was appointed magistrate 
of the city of Chung-tu. He was successful in that function 
and was subsequently made minister of crime in the state of 
Lu. Reports tell of a sudden decrease in crime and a wonder- 
ful reformation among the people and say that Confucius was 
the idol of the people.” Political intrigue, however, brought 
about a situation which caused him to quit his office in a few 
^ars. He then began a period of wandering throughout the 
Cmincse kingdom. Thirteen years later he returned and was 
ofierccl a political position, but he refused. 

Confucius believed that the ancient Chinese moral code was 
the foundation of all social and political virtue. He taught that 
the relationship between ruler and subject, as that bet\\'ccn 
father and son, should be based on the principal of benevolent, 
righteous rule, and sincere, righteous submission. He long 
hoped that under his ^idance one of China’s rulers might test 
his teachings by applying them. Finally in despair as his hopes 
remained ungratified, he welcomed death when it came to 
him, saying: “No intelligent ruler arises to take me as his 
master. My time has come to die.” He died in 478 b.c. 
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PERICLES 


1 lie name of Pericles and the phrase ‘'the golden age of 
Aiheas" occur often toyether. For more than thirtv years the 

^ IS 

statesman Pericles was the most important man in Athens, 
wheic he was horn al)out 40 j b.c . During his life Greek art 
and intellectual aciivitv were at their peak. He received his 
training from outstanding teachers of the age. In 469 he 
entered upon his c.irccr as a siaioman. Until his time public 
offices had been held only by the most influential citizens. He 
brought about a complete democratization of the state and ^\'as 
ciiampion of the people's rights in opposition to his old 
[)etsonal friend, Ciinon, who was leader of the aristocratic 
party. Among the changes Pericles instituted were the enact- 


ment' that citizens serving a^ soldiers, jurymen, or magistrates 
>liouId receive salaries and that the public treasury should pay 
theater admission for those who could not afford it. Under Iiis 
influence even the higliest offices were made accessible to all. 
The aim of his foreign policy was to make Athens supreme in 
Cnccce, and when l»e failed to establish her absolute military 
supremacy, he turned to the consolidation of her naval power. 
But it was his artistic achievements that were Pericles' greatest 
triumphs. Among the many public buildings erected under his 
leadership on the Acropolis was the Parthenon, the decoration 
of which was the masterly work of the sculptor. Phidias. Athens 
became the most beautiful city in the world. 


The last years of Pericles' life were tempestuous. The 
Peloponnesian War, involving Athens and Sparta, kept him 
busy with military affairs, while various troubles hampered 
him in Athens. Of his two best friends, Phidias was prosecuted 
on two charges and arrested, and Anaxagoras, a noted philoso- 
pher, left Athens after being threatened because of his atheist 
views. There was also a scandalous charge against Aspasia, the 
mistress of Pericles, which troubled him deeply. The people 
saw their lands being overrun by the enemy, and a plague 
broke out. All this caused him to become so unpopular that 
he was deposed for a time, but he was soon reinstated with 
more power than before. The plague, however, had left its 




mark on him, and he died in the autumn of 429. He was an 
able orator and military leader and^ the central figure of a 
group composed of such distinguished personalities as the 
dramatists and poets, Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, the 
philosopher Socrates, and many others. 


DEMOSTHENES 

Demosthenes, characterized as the greatest orator of the 
ancient world, was born about 383 b.c. in Attica. Me decided 
early to devote himself to a public career, and entered public 
affairs when he was about twenty-five. The first part of his 
life was devoted to attempting to persuade his countrymen 
to unite and resist the encroachments of Philip, the king of 
Macedon. In this he was unsuccessful, and Philip eventually 
overcame the Athenians, whom he treated with the greatest 
consideration. Demosthenes pronounced the funeral oration 
over those killed in battle. His speeches against Philip arc 
called Philippics. 

For his services before and after the crisis it was proposed 
that a golden crown be awarded to Demosthenes, but a former 
actor and clerk of the Assembly, Aeschines, attacked the sug- 
gestion. In defending himself, Demosthenes delivered his 
®^^hon On the Crown, proclaimed almost unanimously by 
critics as the most perfect piece of oratory of ancient times. 
In 322 Demosthenes was forced to flee from Athens, where 
the power of Macedonia, now hostile to him, still prevailed. 
His death, which occurred before his pursuers found him, was 
believed to have been caused by self-administered poison. 


SOCRATES 

Although the Greek philosopher-teacher Socrates left no 
writings, he is considered one of the world’s greatest thinkers. 
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The writings of Plato have been the chief vehicle through 
which Socrates influence has been brought to the modern 
^s’orld. The Greek historian Xenophon also tvrote 'extensively 
about Socrates and his work. 


Born in Athens about 469 b.c., Socrates, in Iiis early life, 
foI]o\\'cd tiic profession of his father, a sciilptor. Socrates was 
homely; and his complete disdain of \s'ealth and comfort ex- 
asperated liis wife, Xanthippe. He was bra\’e in battle and 
endured hardship without flinching. A man of principle, Soc- 
latcs on at least two occasions risked death rather than per- 
form deeds he thought ^\•rong. 

Althougb he accepted the traditional deities, Socrates be- 
lieved in one supreme ruler of the universe. He thought it his 
dhincly appointed mission to test the reputed wisdom of the 
great and the accepted opinions of the a\Traue man. He is 
credited with originating the scientific definition and formal 
inductive reasoning as aids in thought. The basis of his ethics 
is the principle ilut .ill vice is ignorance and that no one is 
^vi Ifully bad. 


Socrates made many enemies. Conser\-.itives ^^•ere alarmed 
when liis teaching of the young arinorrats spread skepticism 
of comemporaty practicc.s and forms of social thinking and 
organization, and inspired attempts to nindity ace'ejned go\'- 
ernment policies by legislation. Others feared the philosopher 
because he cinestioncd traditional morality and proposed to 
substitute reason for custom. Aristophanes expressed liis 
hostility toward Socrates in The Clouds. 


In 399 B.r. Socrates was charged with godlessne>^s and cor- 
ruption of the youth of Athens. Convicted, he had the oppor- 
tunity of .seeking safety in escape, an alternatixe .sanctioned by 
all but the very letter of the law in those times. But he refused 

to flee, and drank the cup of poison hemlock, the prescribed 
method of execution. 


In many of the “Dialogues" of Plato. Socrates is the chief 
character. The account of Socrates’ trial, defense and death 
IS given magnificently in the Phacdo and the Apology. 
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PLATO 


^ derived from a Greek word meaniiitr 
Droad was given to the Greek philosopher probably be'- 
cause of his broad shoulders. Plato, whose original name was 

"u- in 427 R.C., and tradition sav^ 

died on his birthday anniversary eigluv years later Ills 

Umily was one of the most important in^\thens, and throuudi 

his niothers relatives he became acquainted with the phl- 

losopher Socrates, whose influence on Plato’s life was decisixe 

and whose teachmp have come down to the present niostlv 

dnough Plato. In lu.s youth Plato made a mark in athletics 

Before he was twenty he wrote dramatic and lyric verse, xvhich 

according to one account he tore up after he came under the 

pndance of Socrates. His early ambition was to enter politics 

but he became convinced that no man of conscience could And 

place in that field so long as it was controlled bv a mob of 
unthinking men. 

After the death of Socrates, Plato was reported to luivc 
Uayeled extensively. His own statement was that he visited 

rTll T? u by the gro.ss sensuality 
the hfe he found. In Sicily, however, he became a friend of 

O on, xvhose brother-in-law, Dionysius I, xvas the ruler of 

yracuse. In his later life Plato intervened in Svracusan 

satisf^ct'^' the results were not 

M his “AcacIcMiv, ’ o, ti hitli lu- 

mn, "-'■■Id he is 

nTb srea. pl.ilosopl.ical uritcr, 

LLft of Academy, devoted ,0 the syste.natic 

pursuit of philosophy and scientific research, tv.is more im- 

Academ*' '’' 1 ° •'■■■ 

Academy s students was the philosopher Aristotle 

all iTv ^«°ks, and almost 

all of his works arc written in dialogue form, with several 

participating. This fact presents a difficulty in 
studying his own philosophy, because it is a question of doubt 
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which of his dramatis personae should be accepted as the 
spokesman for Plato’s own ideas. Among the most important 
of these ‘'Dialogues” are the Symposium (on love); the 
Phacdo (giving Socrates’ teachings on the immortality of the 
soul ) : the Republic (on the ideal state), the first of all Utopian 
books; the Theactetus (on the Nature of Knowledge), and 
the Timacus (on the Nature of the Physical World). 


ARISTOTLE 

One of the greatest single contributors to the enlightment of 
the world, the Greek philosopher Aristotle collected, added to, 
and organized into a science, what was probably the sum total 
of the knowledge of his day. He was bom at Stagira, Macedon, 
in the year 383 b.c., the son of a physician at the court of King 
Amyntas w'hosc grandson w'as Alexander the Great. He w'as 
orphaned at an early age, and there are indications that he was 
a wild and reckless youth. At seventeen, however, he entered 
the Academy of Plato and became its most distinguished 
student. 

After the death of Plato in 347 b.c., Aristotle w'ent to 
,\t.arncus, tme of the Greek city-states of Asia Minor, W'hcre he 
married the sister of its ruler, Hcrmcias. Three years later, 
after a short sojourn on the island of Lesbos, he received an 
invitation from Philip of Macedon to become the teacher of 
liis son, who was to become knowm as Alexander the Great. 
Thereafter, until Alexander departed on his Asiatic expedition 
of conquest, in 334, Aristotle continued to live with the youth- 
ful monarch as a friend and counselor. Subsequently, it is told, 
wlicrcvcr Alexander traveled he would send back specimens 
of native fauna and flora, to further his teacher’s study and 
research. It was in this manner that Aristotle was able to 
establish tvhat was probably the w’orld’s first zoological garden. 

In Athens, in 332, Aristotle opened a school known as the 
“Lyceum,” and because of his practice of walking about while 
teaching it became known as “Peripatetic.” Despite the hos- 
tility of Athenians toward Macedon, by whom they had been 
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subjugated, the school attracted many students and became a 
center of research in biolog)*, history and the science of gov- 
ernment. In his teaching and writing, there was not one subject 
discussed m his day that Aristotle did not touch upon and 
Clarity. His chief works are: the Organon; the Politics: the 
Nicoinachean Ethics; the Art of Poetry; the Logic; the History 
of Animals; and Concerning the Sky. In 323 the death of 
Alexander emboldened the Athenians to display opcnlv their 
resentment against all things Macedonian, and Aristotle, fac- 
ing trial for impiety and sedition, chose exile from Athens 

penalty he thought inevitable. Arriving 

'The next year ^322 b.c.), he 
died. With him the greatest period of Greek civilization came 
to an end. 


ALEXANDER THE GREAT 

C^queror of the whole of the civilized world that was 

known to him and to his contemporaries, Alexander the Great 

may well be called the father of empire. His father, Philip, by 

war and diplomacy had raised Macedon to a position of 

^adership among the Greek states. Alexander proceeded to 
Hellenize the world. 

Alexander the Great was born in 336 b.c. at Pella, the Mace- 

tuto^hin^^rA*-^’*''.'” twelfth year he studied under the 
with th^fro “^^'^tle. At the age of sixteen, he was entrusted 

dered; and he, after sweeping several rival claimants out of his 

he crossed 

over into Asia Minor where he succeeded in freeing the Greek 
ciues of Ionia from Persian rule. Thence he proceeded througli 
S^ia and, Phoenicia, mto Egypt, where, in 332. he founded 
Alexandria which was to become the seat of Greek culture for 
the next 150 years. He then led his forces through Persia, 


destroying the army of Darius, the Persian ruler, and pene- 
trated into that part of India that is now known as Punjab. 
There his soldiers rebelled, refusing to march farther to the 
Past. Alexander gave in, and the march home was begun. 

Alexander had brought the East and the West into contact. 
Aiming at tlic fusion of Greek and Oriental culture by inter- 
marriage and exchange of customs, he had set an example by 
marn’ing a Persian princess. Nevertheless he had seen to it 
that wherever he conquered, Greek became the language of 
government. His conquests marked the beginning of rule by 
empires. 

On his homeward trek. Alexander got as far as Babylon 
when he f<‘ll ill. .-Kware that death was imminent, he had his 
.soldiers, one by one, pass by his bed while he bid them fare- 
well. On Jimc I he died. 


HANNIBAL 


Hannibal, the great Carthaginian general, who was born in 
2.J.7 P.C., has been characterized as one of the noblest as well 
as one of the most unfortunate men of antiquity. He was taken 
to Spain at the age of nine by his father, Hamilcar Barca, who 
swore his .son to eternal hatred of the Romans and educated 
him in tlic arts of war. When his failter died, Hannibal, then 
about twi-nty-ri\ e. became commander of the army and of the 
province of Spain. He was worshipped by his troops, who 
always fouiul him fair, yet ho bears the responsibility of having 
started in 210 h.c. one of tiu* most terrible wars in ancient his- 
tory. the Second Punic War. Hi.s object then, as throughout his 
entire life, was the revenge of Carthage against Rome, a goal 
which was doomed to failure. 

Fhe fir.^^t part of the war resulted in three decisive victories 
for Hannibal: but the Romans eventually began to see through 
Ins strategy of exploiting the fighting spirit in pitched battle. 
1 licy initiated a war of attrition which ultimately brought 
them victory, although it was the year 203 before Hannibal 
withdrew his forces from Italy to go to the assistance of his 
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^ country. According to historians, most of whom regard 
Hannibal as one of the greatest strategists of all time, the sur- 
prising thing is that Hannibal was successful in remainine in 
Italy as long as he did. 

In 202 B.c. he advised his countrymen to make peace with 
the Romans, and Carthage surrendered. He was subsequently 
accused by the Romans of conspiring against the peace and was 
forced to flee to Syria. When that country also was con- 
quered by the Romans, one of the terms imposed was the sur- 

Again he escaped, this time to the court 
ot Prusias, king of Bithynia, one of tlie few remaining despots 
not under Roman rule. In the course of events, in 183 Prusias 
betrayed Hannibal. When Hannibal found his house sur- 
rounded by soldiers, he committed suicide by taking poison he 
had long kept in a ring. - 

Th most notable phase of Hannibal's personality was his 
military genius. He has been accused of cruelty by some, while 
others maintain he was no more barbaric than the war stand- 
ards of the time allowed. Charges of avarice can be explained 
by his constant need for resources. He was a cultured, moral 
man, acquainted with sevcyal languages and able to speak 
write Greek. He is reponed to have been man-ied to a 
Spanish woman by whom there were apparently no children. 


JULIUS CAESAR 

Statesman and military leader of ancient Rome, Caesar has 
made his name a synonym for absolute autocracy. Yet he won 

dem'or;;; championship of 

P'^^cician family in loo b.c., Cains Julius Caesar 
was afforded an education suited to his rank. Married at the 

kader or.Te'p" daughter of Lucius Cinna, 

who H Popular party, he angered the oligarch, Sulla, 

Who deinanded that the young man divorce his bride. Caesar 

refused and fled. Only after Sulla’s death in 78 b.c. was he 
able to return to Rome, 



Caciar’s public life began in 74 b.c. when he was elected to 
his first public office. In 07 b.c. he divorced Cornelia after 
all, because tliere was gossip about her, and married Pompeia, 
a relative of Pompey, then one of the democratic champions. 
By tact and wisdom he brouglu to^ctlicr the contending fac- 
tions of Pompey and Caassus. and wiili tliem in Go b.c. formed 
the first triumvirate to rule Rome. Dividing ilic empire among 
tlicm, Pompey obtained the rule of the central and southern 
portion, including all of Iial\: C'aexar, the western part, in- 
cluding Gaul; Grassus, the c.i^tcrn splicrc. including Persia 
where ultimately he was killed. 

In Gaul, Caesar b)' force of arms doubled the territory 
under Roman rule. It is his account of this campaign, called 
his Coniitictitmii's, that every .schoolboy who studies Latin 
read'. He even won ilic submis>ic>n of the main tribes of 
Britain. But Pompey, growing jealous of Caesar's increasing 
popularity, moved the Senate to order Caesar to disband his 
arnn. Instead of complying, Guc>ar led liis army on to Rome 
as Poinpev Hed, leaving him the sole ruler of Rome. A year 
later he destroyed the forces that Pompey had organized, on 
ilie plains of I hessaly. He continued his campaigns in Africa 
and .\>iu Minor, completely eliminating his enemies. Then he 
iciLirncd to Rome where lie was jubilantly rccci\cd by tlie 
populace. 

Caesar now gathered all power into his liands although he 
tried to prcscr\ c the name and forms of the republic. Pie was 
made dictator for life. He instituted many democratic reforms 
in government, both at Iiomc and in the colonies. But his 
power and greatness had alarmed liis friends and associates. 
They joined together and on the ides of March (March 15), 
44 B.C., they stabbed him to death. 


CICERO 

Marcus Tullius Cicero was the greatest orator of Rome and 
one of her outstanding statesmen and men of letters. He be- 
lieved that an orator should possess almost universal knowl- 
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edge and, therefore, prepared for his career by studying 

lan^ages, literature, law, oratory, and philosophy, and bv 

travding in Greece and Asia. He pleaded his first legal cases 
at twenty-six. 

The sensitive and emotional nature ^vhich enabled Cicero 
to achieve perfect linguistic eloquence sen ed to weaken him as 
a figure in public life, where moral courage and stability of 
t ought were needed. For instance, he was disgusted with the 
cruelty of Roman circuses, but he attended them nevertheless, 
taking along his writing tablets and not looking at the per- 
formance. In his career as a statesman he \aried between the 
extremes of.popul^ity and exile. While Julius Caesar was in 
power the orator lived in retirement, writing. In De Republica 
he outlmed the ideal of a free republic. There are fifty-seven 
orations by Cicero in existence, notably those against the 

Catiline and the invectives against Mark Antony, 
called Philippics. These latter were responsible for Cicero’s 
death, for when Antony came to power after Caesar’s assassi- 
nauon, he had Cicero hunted down and killed. Cicero was born 
on January 3, io6 b.c. and died on December 7, 43 b.c. His 
orations are still studied by high school students as models of 
literary distinction and through them he still lives as a man of 

lugh ideals, striving ineffectively against the degeneracy of his 
tune. ^ 


CLEOPATRA 

wholrs^tX“s’ in “ ^vorlcl-fa.nol,s bcauly, 

suiceLt her fir ?? and her life, me. vvitl 

natrr wT. wa h but failed on her third. Cleo- 

rr"- r -s “ "i-' -"Svssrs: 

an I t.n 7 deprived of her rielits 

Bcne'ra/ ' -- -- the Rom’m 

aernatrV '^"ded at Alex.andria, 

&er Vh “ =>*-d of Itct- 

brother. She immediately set out uitl, only one attendant. 
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Arriving dishevelled and without any means of making a 
brilliant entrance, she decided on making a dramatic one. The 
sen’ant carried her, rolled into an Oriental rug, to the feet of 
Caesar. Since she was clad in little more than the rug, when 
it was unrolled, the fifty-threc-ycar-old emperor was duly im- 
pressed. Ptolemy was killed in the conflict which secured the 
throne for Cleopatra, and she poisoned a younger brother who 
took Ptolemy’s place. Caesar tarried in Eg^ypt for several 
months, and Cleopatra returned with him to Rome, where she 
lived openly as his mistress. Her son by him was named 
Caesarion. After Caesar’s assassination she fled to her own 
country. 

^V’hcn another famous warrior, ^^ark Antony, gained control 
in Rome, he became Cleopatra's second conquest, completely 
captivated by her beauty and the Oriental splendor of her 
court. They vied with one another in giving costly entertain- 
ments. During one of these the queen reputedly dissolved a 
priceless pearl in vinegar and drank it. She and Antony had 
three children. The people of Rome eventually grew dissatis- 
fied with their leader, and Octavius Caesar was dispatched to 
attack Antony. He subdued both /Vnlony'-s and Cleopatra's 
forces and reached the walls of Alexandria. Cleop itra retreated 
to a mausoleum she had built years before. Antony believed 
she had betrayed him by deserting in the midst of a great naval 
battle, and committed suicide by stabbing himself. One ac- 
count says that Cleopatra had him brought to her and nursed 
him until lie died. Octavius, who was obii\-ious to her charms, 
wanted to lead her through the streets of Rome as his captive. 
When she saw escape was impossible, she killed herself on 
August 29. 30 B.C., by having an asp smuggled to her in a 
basket and allowing it to bite her. With her death Eg>’pt be- 
came a province of Rome. 


VERGIL 

In his last illness the Roman poet Vergil (Publius Vergilius 
Maro) called for his papers with the intention of burning the 
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Aeneid, which was fiiiished but not finally corrected at the 
time of his death. His dissatisfaction with the inntuKcript was 
probably due to his id£al of perfection, which death pre- 
vented his achieving. The poem was rescued througit a com- 
mand of the Roman emperor Augustus. Thus was pr«.sei\ <-d to 
literature the work which is regarded as X'crgil's rine>f and 
whi^ makes him one of the supreme poets of all time. It is an 
histo^cal epic written with the purpose of glorifying Ri>inc 
and Emperor Augustus — an epic both of natiemaf life aiul of 
human character. 

Vergil waTnot a citizen of Rome hy birth. He w.is born near 
Mantua in northern Italy on October i j, 70 b.o. At that time 
inhabitants of Mantua did not enjoy Roniaii citizenship. 
Vergil’s father, who was an independent landowner with .in 
income from his farm and apiaries, ga\c Iiis son a iliorough 
education in grammar, rhetoric and philosophy. \’ergil was 
sent to Milan for further study; from there he waau to Naples. 
Finally in 53 b.c. he arrived in Rome, where the teacher who 
influenced him the most was Siro, the I'picuiean. In adiiition 
to literature, the young student delved into pliilosophy, mathe- 
matics and mc^cinc. Nothing further is known about Vergil 
for a period of .several years. It seem.s that he returned to his 
father’s home and devoted his time to managing the estate and 
studying. The next record of him is in 43 n.t:., at which time 
there was considerable difficulty over the conri.scation of his 
fathers land by the war veterans of the Roman triuni\ii 
Soon afterwards Vergil returned to live in Rome. 

Probably in 37 b.c. the ten pastoral poems known as the 
Eclogues or Bucolics were published. These are divided into 
two classes the purely pastoral poems, dc.ding with the life 
and loves of shepteds, and those in which \^eigil and his con- 
temporaries appear in the guise of country folk. From 37 to 30 
B.c. he composed the Georgies, a poem on agriculture written 
to arouse interest in rural life. It is said to be thc'^mosl perfect 
m finish of Vergil’s works. The last years of the poet’s life 
were occu^ed with the Acneid. He was squed with an illncvs 
during a trip to Athens and died on September 21, 19 ii.t-'. 
(Dante made Vergil a chief character in The Divine Comedy.) 

*5 


NERO 


The Roman emperor Nero who, according to popular 
legend, played his lute while Rome burned, lived from 37 to 
(iB. Upon his father's death, his mother, Agrippina, began 
scheming to secure the throne for Nero. She first married the 
emperor, then arranged for Nero to marry the emperor's 
daughter, and next poisoned the emperor and set Nero on the 
throne. Nero's advisers, sensing the streak of savage passion in 
Ills nature, encouraged his love for a beautiful freedwoman, 
Acte, in the hope that it would lessen Agrippina’s influence. 
Agrippina was eventually murdered, but it was Poppaea 
Sabina, a woman very different in character from Acte, who 
l)rought it about. Poppaea next induced Nero to have his wife 
murdered, and then she married Nero. 

Of all the disasters which befell Rome under this emperor's 
rule, a great fire was the worst. Nero was suspected of having 
kindled it. It was followed by pestilence and widespread dis- 
content. Poppaea died in 63. Eventually Nero became so 
frightened of a revolt that he stole out of Rome and attempted 
(o hide. A sentence of death was passed upon him, But he 
g.uljcrcd enough courage to commit suicide before his capture, 
lie killed himself on June 9, 68, in the fourteenth year of his 
reign. 


SAINT AUGUSTINE 

One of the eailic’*t Christian philosophers, Augustine was 
born of Roman parents at Tagastc, in Pro-Consular North 
Africa, on No\cmbcr 13, 334. His mother, Monica, who exer- 
cised a strong influence on his life, was a Christian from birth 
and his father was a convert. He went to school at Madaura 
and, later, at Carthage where he mastered rhetoric and logic, 
among other subjects. In his youth he seems to have been 
given to licentiousness, for which he later cxf>erienccd over- 
whelming remorse. At the age of nineteen he contracted an 
alliance with a young woman who shortly became the mother 
of his son, Adeodalus. 
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For several years Augustine lectured iu ilicioric. first in his 
native city, then at Carthage. In 38 ^ lie \\ciU to Rome and. in 
the following year, to \Iilan where !iis moiiier joined him. 
For a number of years he had been a follower of Manichaci>m 
(a relighan which, at that time, ii\aled CTiri>tianit\ : no\v in' 
turned "toward Christianity. Finallv persuaded, lie dismU.c.i 
the woman who had been his wife in what ho came to con'iclcr 
a sinful state, and, with his son. was baptized on .\pril ■a',, io;. 

Soon afterwards he returned to Africa. lie decided to cnt«'t 
the priesthood and was ordained in 301. Four voar> later le- 
was made a colleague of \'aleriu.s. the Ki^hop of Hippo, hum 
he succeeded in 396. 

For most of the rest of his iite he '.cas ein^aged in tliree reli- 
gious controversies — against the Mamchaeans. the Donatist^ 
and the Pelagians — in the course of which he developed main 
tlieological doctrines which later became fundamental dogma 
of the Catholic Church. Flis best known writings arc liis Con- 
fessio 7 is and The City of God. 

Augustine died on August 28, 430. at Hippo, when that city 
was under seige by ilic \\'mdaU. ; 


SAINT PATRICK 

The autolnography {Confession) of Saint Patrick, Ireland'-^ 
patron saint, deals chiefly with his work. Although it reveaU 
him as a positiv£, active personality, nearly all the facts about 
his life are obscure. His British name was Sucat; Patrick is the 
anglicized form of his Roman name, Patricius. He was born 
about 389 in Scotland or England. At sixteen he was captured 
by Gaelic raiders and carried to Ireland, where he served .six 
years tending the sheep of an Ulster chieftain. During this time 
he became converted to Christianity, for there were already 
Brttish missionaries in Ireland, and after he escaped to France, 
he entered a monastery. In 432 he obeyed a vision which told 
him to return to Ireland and Christianize that country. Flis 
work toward that end was so successful that he became known 
^ the one who “found Ireland all heathen and left it all 
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Christian.” He destroyed the idols, burned the Druid books, 
started a seminary. He founded 300 churches and bapti2ed 
12.000 people. He died on March 17, 461. Today Marcli 17 is 
celebrated all over the world as Saint Patrick's feast day. 

Legend says that Saint Patrick so charmed the snakes with 
his music tiiat they followed him to the seashore, where they 
\scrc driven into the water and droNsmed. Unfortunately for the 
legend there were no snakes in Ireland. Yet even without the 
myths associated with him, Patrick would still be the most be- 
loved figure in Irish history. 


MOHAMMED 

Mohammed, Arabian prophet, lawgiver and conqueror, 
founded the religion of Islam and thereby provided the Arabs 
with a unifying force that enabled them to become a great and 
powerful nation. His teachings, as set forth in the Koran, arc 
mainly: that there is but one God, Allah, and Mohammed is 
his prophet; that an immortal soul is destined for eternal 
damnation or happiness, as penalty or reward for earthly 
conduct: and that abstemiousness and the forgiving of injuries 
arc the prime virtues. Prayer, fasting, almsgiving and pilgrim- 
ages to Mecca arc prescribed. Polygamy is permitted, slavery 
is accepted, and the faithful arc urged to spread Islam by the 
sword. 

Mohammed wa.s bom in Mecca, some time about 570 a.d. 
His family was a fairly prosperous one. Orphaned in his in- 
fancy, he was reared by an uncle. When he was twenty-five he 
married a •..'ealthy widow, fifteen years his senior, left his em- 
ployment rs a camel-driver and became a shopkeeper in his 
native cit;. '.’omchow he gained a reputation for great practical 
wisdom blit, there is no evidence that he could either read or 
write. • 

When he ^vas forty he became convinced, through a vision, 
that he was a special messenger of God. Until 616, he asserted 
his claim and gained followers in secrecy. Persecution sent him 
and his followers into exile. There he received an invitation to 
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the city of Medina, as its dictator. The beginning of the col- 
lective flight thither (called the hegira) marked the iniiiatii.>n 
of the Mohammedan era; the year 622, in which it occurred, 
became the year i in the Moslem calendar. Eight years later he 
had org^zed his followers in such force iliat he was able i<> 
conquer Mecca, and there, on June 7. G32. he died. 

After his death, his believers increased and. by force of arms. 

^read Islam until, in the fifteenth century, it dominated all of 

North Africa, Aj-abia, Persia, and most of the Iberian pen- 
insula. 


CHARLEMAGNE 

Charles, the son of Pepin III and grandson of Charles 
Martel, completed the work of building a Prankish empire 
which his antecedents had begun, and thus won the name, 
Charlemagne,'’ or Charles the Great. He was born in 742 
and, upon the death of his father, fourteen years later, he in- 
herited, according to Frankish law, half of the realm. Wlicn 
his brother, Carloman, died in 771, he gained the other half. 

In that year he renounced his bride of the year before, tiie 
daughter of the king of Lombardy, and married another. In 
retaliation, the Lombard king sought the assistance of the pojX' 
in deposing Charles and, failing in that, began a campaign of 
plundering in Central Italy. Charles came to the aid of the 
pope, defeated the Lombardians and proclaimed liimscif their 
sovcrei^. To the pope he made a vast grant of tciritoi\, 
known later as the States of the Church. 

By 800, the kingdom of the Franks included all France, 
nearly all of Germany and Austria, and all of Italy except tiic 
kingdom of Naples. Two years earlier lie had met withTlisaster 
in Spam during a campaign against the Moors, when a hand 
^>f rebellious Basques set upon his army’s rear and slew, among 

others, Charles lieutenant, Roland, whose death is celchratoti 
in song and story. 

On Christmas Day in 800, Charles ^vas crowned by Pope 
Leo III as emperor of the Holy Roman empire. A plan to com- 
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bine it with the Byzantine empire, through the marriage of 
Charles and the Empress Irene, failed when the latter was 
overthrown. .A war ensued between tlie two powers, but peace 
wa> restored in 812, without substantial gain to cither. 

C.luirles made numerous contributions to the science of gov- 
ernment. lie systcmaticallv divided his realm and separated 
the various functions — military, judicial and administrative. 
He founded hospitals and established schools for women as 
wcW as for men. Under his rule the C’atholic Church became 
a real temporal as well as spiritual power. He died on January 
c8, 814. 


HARL X-AL-IUASHID 

Hai\in-al-Rashid was a caliph of Bagdad. He is most 
familiar to \Vcstern readers as the hero of the collection of 
stories known as the Arabian Xii’hts' Entertaiiunent. in which 
he, his wife Zobcide, with his vizier and his chief eunuch arc 
prominent characters. Born about 76',. Harun was the fiftli 
caliph of the dynasty of the Abbassidcs. He was the most 
powerful monarch of his race. Under his rule, esteemed as the 
golden era of the Mohammedan nations and distinguished by 
hi> conquests as well as a strong internal admini.stration, Bag- 
dad's caliphate was at its height in splendor. Harun's fame 
spread to the W'est; he and Ch.irlcmagnc exchanged gifts and 
compliments as the rulers of East and West, respectively. 

Harun, who was a poet and a scholar himself, patronized art 
and learning. He was also a de»poi. in his later years suspicious 
of all around him. He executed his vizier and his near relatives, 
and these together with otiicr violent acts brought about re- 
bellion. He died on April 2, 809. 


LEIF ERICSON 

The father of Leif Ericson, traditional discoverer of 
America, was Eric the Red, bom in Norway about 950. He 
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^mmitted homicide and fled to Iceland, and in 984 he reached 
Greenland. There he established a towm and was the ruling 
chief during his lifetime. His son, Leif, is credited with having 
Christianized Greenland and discovered a transatlantic country 
about the year 1000. According to the Icelandic sagas or 
stories of adventure, he had been in Nonvay. There he ^^■as 
baptized by King Olaf and passed a winter in tlic Christian 
kings c^rt. When he left for Greenland, he was accompanied 
by a missionary-priest and other clergy. 

On the homeward voyage they were bIo^^'n off tlicir course 
and landed m a country which he called \'inland, from tlic 
vines which abounded there. It was never decided whether it 
was Labrador, Newfoundland, or some region further south, 
possibly New England. Leif and his men built huts and re- 
mained there for some time. On the way home thev picked up 
some shipwrecked saUors near Greenland. Following his 
eventful voyage Leif was called Leif the Lucky. After about 

colony in Greenland was wiped out prob- 
ably by plague or famine. Leif Ericson’s landing in America 

was lost sight of, because it was not followed up by coloni- 
zation. ^ 


WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR 

mnef' ' L of England, called the Conqueror, was tiic 

FranceTml,'"^r'‘n‘ Normandy, 

bv the dTurh^; f'" duke of Normandy 

as R ^ tltoreforc sometimes knoten 

still l hn ,1 teas 

uLed Th '’d r “"d ■'V'illiam, 

''■‘•'S carefully protected. Upon the 

whn I d r" " r-"'"’ u ting of England, 

who had been brought up in Normandy, AVilliam claimed the 

English crown, alleging that Edward had promised it to him. 

To support his claim he landed in England with a force 

anously estimated at from 25,000 to Go,ooo. At the Baltic of 
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Hastings in 1066, one of the memorable dates in British his- 
tory, William won a great victory; he was crowned king on 
Christmas Day at Westminster Abbey. For many years 
William was kept occupied by revolts. At first his measures 
were mild, but later he treated his subjects as conquered 
people, and the nobility left the country in great numbers. 
English laws were changed; the feudal system was adopted in 
regard to land tenure and service, the lords holding'' their 
property under William as his vassals; and French was es- 
tablished as the official language. In the latter part of his 
reign William had a survey made of English resources. This 
record still exists under the title of Domesday Book. Much of 
\VilJiam's time was devoted to extending the boundaries of 
.Xormandy. On September 9, 1087, while fighting Philip I of 
France, William was thrown from his horse and died at Rouen. 

.'Mthougli AVilliam’s private life was religious and wise he 
was mcrcilos and unscrupulous in punishing those who op- 
posed hijn. His suppression of resistance in York and Durham 
resulted in the death of about 100.000 persons, and the entire 
section was laid waste. Because Malcolm, king of Scotland, 
sided with English rebels, William attacked Scotland and 
it under his power. Following an uprising in 1075 
Willinni put to death Walthcof, carl of Huntingdon and 
Xoi thuinbcrland, husband of his niece, and the last English 
carl. This was one of the deepest stains on his career, for 
"Walthcof was innocent of complicity in the revolt. Another of 
William's outrages was the creation of New Forest in order 
to satisfy his love of the hunt. To clear this hunFing ground, 
villages and farms were destroyed and the inhabitants for 
thirty miles around were expelled. Then the king passed a law 
that anyone killing a doer should be blinded. 


SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 


The founder of the Franciscan Order, Saint Francis of Assisi 
was bom in 1182, the son of a rich Italian merchant Pietro 
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bo 7 s bant- ^“''dncss for the French, ehaneed the 

Lined f'^ r "u"’'"’ Frnncisco. .Vs a vmuh l,c 

f '"•''P'®'*' “”'1 pleasures of l.is fello^r. I„ 

the coi^se of one of the feuds of the region, he was once t .ken 

prisoner and was held captive for a year during whicli l,e 
ntracted a serious illness. It was in this period '\hat he re 
solved to dedicate himself to his subserpient ivav L liL. 

Alter a pilgrimage to Rome in 1206, he renounced his 
patrimony ‘ind quit his father’s home. Conceit ing it to be his 
mission O teach humility and love of the ,»or b/exa n, e he 
c othed himself in the poorest of habits and took up dw life 

reco^ whii^ ' 7 . -224. his biographers 

of Jesus Chrir^’""’ '™-<b 

Saint Francis began to establish his order in 1208. ^Vhen i, 
approval of their organization. In 1212 he fornuiiatcd its 
ere obligatory on members. Poverty was held to be most 

•prtid «pSr. “d , '"‘■'■‘■'S"- Tb. ™v„,K„, 

general assembly attended its firs, 

-He founding 

women. Later another. Z VhTrd Lrde f"'' 

established for those who were unaZe , L 

s;;;: rs 

ne was canonized by Pope Gregory IX. 
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SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS 

Saint Thomas Aquinas, the “piince of scholastic philoso- 
phers, had more influence on the thought of the ^A'estern 
Cliurch than any other theologian except the bishop. Saint 
Augustine. He was born in Naples about 1225, and after 
attending the university there, he joined the Order of Saint 
Dominic, much against the will of his family. Saint Thomas 
^vas tlie ideal scholar; at one lime he studied under the 
Ba\arian philosopher. Saint Albert the Great, who was his 
close friend. He taught both in Rome and in Paris and pro- 
duced a remarkable s>nthcsis of past philosophical thought. In 
1274 "'as summoned to a General Council at Lyons held for 
the purpose of rcconcillating the differences between the 
Greek and Latin churches. He died cn route on March 7. 

AM of the w ritings of Saint Thomas were in preparation for 
liis one gieat work, the Summa Theologtca, a monumental 
handbook on ethics, religion and metaphysics. The book was 
begun in 1265 and completed after his death according to his 
plan. He was canonized in 1323. 


GENGHIS KHAN 

Genghis Khan f Mightiest Ruler”) was an Asiatic con- 
queror. The American general Douglas MacArthur has said 
that nowhere can the fundamentals of war be learned better 
than from the histor)' of this Mongol emperor who 700 rears 

most extensive empire in world 
history. Extending from the Pacific to the Black Sea, it in- 
cluded the greater part of the known world at that time and 
more than half of its population. The military system de- 
veloped b) Genghis Khan had many of the characteristics of 
total ^var. It was said that he never lost a decisive battle, 
although his forces were frequently outnumbered. Much of 
his success depended on the speed of his soldiers, their ability 
to outmarch the enemy and the intensity and concentration of 
their attack. 
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enghis Khan, bom about 1162, was originallv called 

father was poisoned, and he determined to 
succeed him as chief of the nomad tribes. His stmggle toward 

«clJr filled with many daring adventures and narrow 
capes. He refused to share his power and mercilessly killed 
those aspiring to do so. When his cousin. Jamuga, rvho had 

^ subordinate position, 

Genghis Khan ordered him strangled to death. 

At last Genghis Khan was proclaimed Khan of the United 
Mongol and Tartar tribes. He then claimed to have a divine 

't! f=>mous deeds took 

place duriiig the last si.xteen years of his life. In i 2og he pene- 

Turkestan, conquered Persia a century after 
Omar Kha>7am had svritten of its beauty, and pushed on as 

“xtv^e'm h fie was more than 

« men ^™y ^“fidiie north- 
« estern China, whose king had sheltered two of his enemies. 

He died on August 24, 1227, at the height of his power. 


MARCO POLO 

brmeH g'"fieman Marco Polo was the most cele- 

was enti of fii* journey 

lire/" ^ It "OS promptly trans- 

ted into several languages and for centuries it compriLd the 

only knowledge that Europeans had of the extreme East It! 

author was accused of gross exa{»a<*r^t* i i 

u- . . , ® exaggeration, but the accuracy of 

his obsersations has been proved. Eugene Q-Neill, American 

that the work is an attempt to render poetic justice to a traveler 
unjustly worid-renowned as a liar.” 

fam!r‘'“ a members of his 

peror Kublai Khan accorded many honors to the foreigners, 
even giving Marco the administration of a city for three years 

*r fyp : ^^7 
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and employing him on several missions. The Venetians even- 
tually returned home in 1295, after traveling all over Asia. 
Three years later Marco Polo commanded a vessel in an un- 
successful war against Genoa and was taken prisoner. While 
in jail he dictated his book. Little is known of his life after he 
was released from prison. He was bom about 1254 and died 

in 1323. 


DANTE ALIGHIERI 

Although Dante Alighieri preceded the Renaissance as it is 
sometimes dated, he was one of the intellectual harbingci'S of 
that golden age. This most illustrious of Italian poets was born 
in Florence, in May, 1265. Of his boyhood we know little more 
than that, when he was nine years old, he met “Beatrice,” his 
love for whom was to become the inspiration of his life. He 
was a studious youth and it was at an early age that he set him- 
self the task of mastering all the sciences of his time, lie seems 
also to have become skilled in art and music, and he took an 
active interest in public affairs. 

With the publication of his first great work, Vita Nuova 
(The New Life), Dante took first rank among Florentine 
poets. In this selection of the lyric poetry of his youth and 
early maturity, he tells the story of his spiritual awakening 
through his love for Beatrice. Other works such as the 
Convivio and Canzoniere (short poems) added to his stature 
as a man of letters but only much later appeared his supreme 
achicvcmcni, the Commedia, an epic poem, which is known 
as The Divine Comedy. As poetry, it is unique; its verse struc- 
ture, called terza rirna, a creation of his own, never has been 
tried successfully by any other poet. The language is simple 
and noble. Its story is less Important than its philosophy; in it 
the poet summed up the wisdom of his age and all the aspects 
of medieval Christianity. 

Dante also played a leading role in the political life of his 
time. When he was thirty he became a member of the govem- 
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ing body of Florence which was then an independent city-state 
with a quasi-republican form of government. The rivalry be- 
tween political factions was intense and Dante’s party met 
conspiratorial opposition by banishing the dissidents, a usual 
punishment in Renaissance Italy. In 1301 the tables were 
turned and Dante and others were condemned to exile. 
I'ourlccn years later the exiles were permitted to return but 
only on condition that they make public show of penitence. 

j refused to do. Instead he continued his wanderint?, 
afflicted by poverty and suffering. Eventually he found refuge 
m Ravenna where, on August 14. 1321, lie died. 


GEOFFREY CHAUCER 

Geoffrey Chaucer, the “Father of English Poetry,” was a 
man of affairs as well as a poet. He was born in Undon, about 
1340, tlic son of a vintner. In his twentieth year lie went to 
the wars in France and was taken prisoner. The king, Edward 
111 , contributed to his ransom and it is probable that he under- 
took to educate him and prepare him for civil employment. By 
11s marriage in 1367 he ultimately became a relative of one of 
c 'ings sons, John of Gaunt, whose favor he enjoyed for 
many years. It was on the occasion of the death of his patron’s 

''is tlurtietli and fortieth )ears 
of thp traveled abroad on diplomatic missions 

t "p?”" Itim to Italy where he met 

the poet Petrarch. Thts period was for him one of great 

receivmg annuities from the royal house- 
hold he l.eld a remunerat.vc public office. WitI, the accession 
Ot Kichard II, his pensions and offlccs were confirmed and he 
was advanced to .still more lucrative positions. 

n 13O6 he was elected a knight of the shire from Kent, but 
thereafter his ^rtunes receded. In the same year he was super- 
ded in his offices. In the following year his wife died, and a 
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year later, through force of circumstances, he surrendered his 
pensions. The return of his patron, John of Gaunt, from Spain 
in 1389 brought about an improvement in Chaucer's condition, 
but he never again enjoyed prosperity. On October 23, 1400, he 
died. He was buried in Westminster Abbey and his tomb be- 
came the nucleus of what is known as Poets' Comer. 

Some of Chaucer’s writings have been lost or destroyed. 
Those that remain include his version of Boccaccio’s Filostrato, 
namely, Troylus and Criseyde; the Legende of Good H'omcn; 
and his most famous work, The Canterbury Tales, a splendid 
picture of the life of his time, with a deep understanding of 
human nature. 


JOHANNES GUTENBERG 

The German printer Johannes Gutenberg was the inventor 
of printing with movable type. He received a minimum of 
publicity. His name does not appear on any production of his 
press; his friends and patrons did not mention him in connec- 
tion with his invention; and there is no genuine portrait of him 
known, since those which appear upon medals, statues or en- 
graved plates are regarded as fictitious. 

Nothing is known about Gutenberg's early life except that 
he was born about 1397 in Mainz. His real name was Gens- 
fleisch. In 1434 he was in Strasbourg, where he signed a 
contract with several men to teach them the art of printing. 
When one of the men died, the partnership was dissolved, and 
Gutenberg returned to Mainz. There he was financed by a 
goldsmith, Johann Fust, who eventually withdrew his support 
when Gutenberg failed to pay his debts. He died at Mainz 
at the beginning of 1468. The Mazarin Bible, which was 
finished in 1456, is generally accepted as the first book printed 
on the press financed by Fust and the first book known to have 
been printed with movable type. More than any other inven- 
tion, this means of printing hastened the spread of knowledge 
and made modern democracy possible. 
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FRANgoiS MLLON 

he was nevertheless well loved bv th^Pa is This d ’ "^V n^'''' 

On June 5, ,455, ^'il,o„ ^ecante involved in one of 'he ^ 
of his many notorious street fidits dnrJnl i . f ^ 

drawn and one of the part) was k il I e 7 Villon 

from Paris but thp ^ ^ banished 

::SS~Ttr 

S = 'i7”E " 

have been a member of a which he may 

prison in Orleans, sentenced 

released on July 17 1460 Acr • good luck was 

pardoned by Louis XI. in^pnsoned in 1461, he was 

In 1462 the poet returned to Pane t u l 

;:ii7:7rrL7r '■«" -7 

On January , 146^ the^ “"‘‘‘""'’ed to die. 

J uar) 5, ,463, the sentence was commuted to ten years' 



banishment, and here Villon disappeared from history: The 
poems he left, in which medieval Paris lives again consist of 
Le petit testament; Le grand testament, direct and sad; and 
some miscellaneous works, mostly ballads. Villon has been the 
subject of many romantic stories and plays, among them the 
popular Vagabond King, 


JOAN OF ARC 

In her short life Jeanne d'Arc, a French peasant maid, led 
her nation to victory over a foreign invader and placed her 
chosen kinof upon his throne. She was born to a humble, 
devoutly Catholic family in the town of Domr^my, on the 
banks of the Meuse, on January 6, 1412. Her early childhood 
was in no wise extraordinary; her education consisted of little 
more than her prayers, the lives of the saints and customary 
household training. But while she watched her father’s sheep, 
she thought sadly of the slate of her unhappy country. 

Joan of Arc, as she is known to us, was twelve years old when 
she reported that she had heard the voice of God and that she 
had been chosen to lead the dauphin, the lazy Charles, to 
possession of the throne which English kings long had been 
attempting to seize in a scries of struggles known to history 
as the Hundred Years' War. Voices and visions, from which she 
took counsel and guidance, continued for several years while 
she prepared herself for her great mission. At first everyone 
mocked her. 

Early in 1429, after overcoming the many obstacles which 
.skeptical theologians and military ofiicers had placed in her 
way, she obtained an audience with Charles and convinced him 
that her call was genuine. Then, given the command of an 
army, she put on armor and drove the English from the city 
of Orleans, which had been besieged, and from Reims, where 
the dauphin was crowned as King Charles VII. French 
patriotism, long asleep, again awoke under Joan’s leadership. 

In 1430 the Maid of Orleans was captured by the Burgun- 
dians, who had allied themselves with the English, Her 
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enemies, planning the destruction of her infiucncc as uoll as 
the elimination of a powerful advcrsaiy, proceeded to seek 
her condemnation by a spiritual court. Consequcuily she was 
tried by a panel of theologians, found guilty of heresy, and 
sentenced to life imprisomnent. The English, iiowo\er. de- 
manded her death. It was a simple matter for her judges to 
find her a witch, and on May 30, 1431, in the market |>lacc of 
Kouen, she was burned at the stake. 


SAVONAROLA 

Girolamo Savonarola, Italian religious reformer, turned Ins 

thoughts to the church because of a disappointment in love. 

As a boy, Savonarola, who was born on September 21, 14^2 

was well acquainted with medieval learning, and hh ’family 

wanted him to be a physician. He left home secretly in 1475 

and joined the Dominican order. In 1482 he was sent ns a 

teacher to San Marco monastery in Florence. Savonarola, who 

was horrified at the corruption he found in both state and 

church, soon became a popular preacher and fascinated the 

Italians by his denunciations of their vice and wickedness. 

San Marco was under the favorable patronage of the powerful 

^renzo de’ Medici, whose repeated attempts to conciliate 
oavonarola were in vain. 

After Lorenzo’s death Florence drove out the Medici, and 
Savonarola saved the city from harm when it was occupied by 
King Charles VIII of France. From the chaos the reformer 
emerged as practically the dictator of Florence, and under him 
It became a city of quietly-dressed people who renounced 
Wdly enjoyments and sang psalms rather than dissolute 
duties. He encouraged committees of children and disciples 
to search for and destroy frivolous books and songs, music and 
works of art of evil tendencies. This “burning of the vanities” 
resulted in the loss of some valuable material, 

Savonarola’s efforts to reform the church brought things to 
such a pass that he was excommunicated and Florence was 
threatened with an interdict. His uncompromising attitude had 
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made him enemies. The citizens were becoming weary of 
Puritanism; a pestilence had broken out; many of the Medici 
followers had been killed: and Florence was unpopular 
throughout Italy. These and other grievances added up to such 
ill will against the reformer that he had to be protected by an 
armed guard while he preached. He finally offered to submit to 
the ordeal by fire to prove his Christian motives, and a 
Franciscan friar volunteered to undergo the ordeal with him. 
The Franciscans never had any intention of carrying out the 
test. When it did not take place, the infuriated populace, de- 
prived of their show, blamed Savonarola and called him an 
impostor and a coward. A mob attacked San Marco with stones 
and flames. Savonarola was arrested, accused of hercsv, tor- 
tured for days and finally condemned to be hanged and then 
burned. This sentence was executed on May 23, 1498. A few 
faithful women spirited away his heart, which the fire had left 
whole. 


MACHIA^ ELLI 

Niccolo Machiavclli completed Ins most outstanding achieve- 
ment, the writing of The Prince, in 1513. This famous book is 
an analysis of the methods by which an ambitious man may 
gain and retain power, a subject on which Machiavelli's career 
had afforded him uncqualcd opportunities for obsen-ation. 
Its theme — that weakness is the only crime — has made “Mach- 
iavellian” a familiar word in modern-day language. The Italian 
statesman and writer was born in Florence on May 3, 1469. He 
entered public life there in 1494 and four years later became 
secretary of the republic and second chancellor, a position 
which he held until 1512. 

Machiavclli formed his opinions concerning politics and Eu- 
rope during his trips as Florentine envoy to the small Italian 
courts and to the capitals of European nations. Upon his return 
to his native city in 1503, after serving as an envoy to the duke 
of Romagna, Cesare Borgia, Machiavclli developed his in- 
terest in military affairs, and in 1506 he was appointed sec- 
retary to a special department created for the purpose of pro- 
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viding a mihtia for Florence. During the next few vearc h** 

Tnd n V but also made many IZZics 

7 , 15*2, with the restoration of the Medici 

ve^r Inj ^r'"" ‘ di.missed from ofT.ce A 

>ear later he was tried for conspiracy against the Medici 

because h.s name had been found on a lisf of possible sjm 

tweh^ mil f m ° *’'* San Casciano about 

pursuits. Without his income from the state he found it 
difficult to support himself and his family He first wit 

XhenlTt " '"^b is JTndragZ 

Ifd o/"'"V‘ '“u glorification of political e.xpediency Sd 1/ 
DclJ b°ob in the political field. Z)Loitt J <m ifiyi 

be ir i:;“ I isif 

cloH““®^ Wachiavelh’s career in public life was virtually 
closed in 1513, m 1521 he resumed offical work for the state 
and was sent on one or two small missions. In the spr Ig o 

K.t ."S s rKircfSf 


CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

The discoverer of the New- Wni-M r-i • . i. . . 

left few records by which sve can t ' ^'.’nstopher Columbus, 

evidence tliat he las born 1 

studied at the University of PaWa ,hlh" ‘ 

ZT^IdT 

attacked by pirates and he found safetv in T ;ck1 u- I V 

*”' “'"P'«’on of his mission. It wasThlltLl 

har'Jlld maT'f naU^t^^^^ 

theory Z ^r d" ‘be development of his 

ory of a westward approach to Asia. 
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Entering the scr\'ice of Kang John II, of Portugal, he tried to 
enlist the ruler’s support for his idea. After four years of fruit- 
less effort, he went to Spain where, ultimately, King Ferdinand 
and Queen Isabella agreed to subsidize an expedition. On 
August 3, 1492, arrangements completed, Columbus set sail 
with three small ships — the Santa Maria which he commanded, 
the l^ina and the ?\nta — and eighty-eight men. 

For ten weeks Columbus held to his westward course while 
his men lost faith and grew mutinous. At last, on October 12, 
they arrived at an island which Columbus named San Salvador 
(now identified as an island in the Bahamas) and claimed as 
a possession of Spain. He found other islands nearby, one of 
them being the island of Haiti. On January 3, 1493 ) sailed 
for home. In Spain a triumphal parade was held and he was 
received at the court with highest honors. 

Columbus made three more journeys to the New World. But, 
victimized by Intrigue and harassed by disputes among greedy 
and ambitious colonists, his life thencefonvard was filled with 
bitterness and discouragement. On his second trip he discov- 
ered Jamaica and the Caribbean Islands. Ilis third voyage 
resulted in the discovery of Trinidad and the mainland of what 
is now Brazil, near the mouth of the Orinoco River. From this 
expedition he returned home in chains, the victim of scheming 
perjurers. He was released and in 1502 he set out again, this 
time touching at Cape Honduras and Puerto Bello. On Novem- 
ber 7, 1504, he returned home to stay, broken in health, im- 
poverished, and betrayed. He died in Valladolid, May 20, 1506, 
to his last day believing that he had reached India, and 
applying the designation, Indian, to the aborigines of the lands 
he discovered. His remains, removed several times, now rest 
in Seville Cathedral. 


AMERIGO VESPUCCI 

The Italian merchant and adventurer Amerigo Vespucci, 
for whom the New World was named, was credited for several 
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centuries with having been the first to see the continent of 
America but the general weight of opinion today is tliat he 
had no share in its discovery. Vespucci was bom in riorence 

became a clerk in the commercial house 
of the Medic, and resided a great deal of the time in Spain. 

at Cadiz or Senile, tvhere he was probably an agent for the 
business in that country. 

Unlimited opportunities were offered to the adrrnturous bt 
the exploratory expeditions being undertaken, and X'cspucci 
claims to have sailed with one such expedition on May lo 
1497. This IS the voyage in question-which it is now believed’ 
he did not make-but if he had, and if his account of it had 
been trustworthy, he would have reached the mainland of 
America on June 16, 1497, eight days before John Cabot, an 
English explorer who arrived on the North American continent 
n June 24, 1497. Vespucci claimed to have made three other 

■■“cbed the mainland of 

bouth America, before his death on February ,^,2 


LEONARDO DA VINCI 

Uonardo da Vinci is unique in history because he was not 

'ngrneer, and natural philosopher Al- 
though he lived years before Francis Bacon, he unders ood the 
principles of scientific experimentation better than Ba on d d 

Lm^d" Newton would 

some day discover and it is probable that if he had been in 

possession of some power such as gasoline, he would har e com- 
pleted his work on aviation, so remarkable for that time 
Leonardo, born in Italy in .492, was the natural son of a 
Florentine lawyer, flis early studies in music and art were in 

the Medici. Cautiously, he kept his opinions to himself, rccord- 
g them only m mirror writing. In art he was a student of 
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nature; he was a superb draftsman; and he was tlie first paiiitei 
to recognize the significance of modeling by means of light and 
shade. He had already embarked upon observation and experi- 
ment in all fields of science when he left Florence towards 
1485 to serve the prince of Milan. 

Leonardo’s masterpiece The Last Supper was begun about 
1404 and finished about four years later. It was painted in 
tempera on a wall of the convent cliurch of S. Maria delle 
Grazie at NIilan. Because the tempera did not long adhere to 
the plaster and the plaster flaked from the wall, the picture has 
almost vanished. Many efforts to restore it did more harm than 
good, yet enough remains for its poNver to be manifest. Another 
product of his years in Milan was the model for an equestrian 
statue of the founder of the house of Sforza. When the city 
was invaded by tl\e French, and the prince taken prisoner, the 
model was destroyed by French cro'sbowmen, but some of the 
designs have been preserved. 

In 1499 Leonardo left Milan for \’cnicc; he went from there 
to Florence. .Among his works in Florence, where he scored an 
immediate triumph, were drawings for an aliarpiece for the 
Church of the Annunziata, and his sludv' of a woman. La 
Cioconda (the Mona Lisa)y which he finished four years later. 
In this famous painting facial expression was carried to its 
greatest perfection. He also sersed Cesarc Borgia as military 
engineer, although Leonardo thought war barbaric, and made 
the drawing for a battlepiecc to decorate a wall of the city hall, 
but the painting itself was never finished. It c.xists today in a 
copy by Rubens; it shows Leonardo’s mastery over movement. 
From 1506 to 1313 Leonardo lived mainly in Milan. In 1313 
he went to Rome, where he was again under the patronage of 
the Medici. The last two and a half years of his life were 
passed in the services of th#* French king, Francis I. He died 
on May 2, 1519. it)C Virgin of the Rocks, the Madonna 
Benoite, and the Virgin and Child u ith St. Anne are undoubted 
paintings of Lconai -lo’s. Many others once attributed to him 
are now ascribed to pupils. 
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MICHELANGELO 

Buonarrot:, the sculptor, painter, and arcl.i- 

Florenc “-'fichelangelo,” was born near 

Florence, Italy. ,n 1475. At the age of thirteen, after he had 

o ercome his proud father s opposition, he was apprenticed to 

the artist Ghirlandaio, who taught him painting Later he 

de^MeHh-'a'^^ Pai'-o«‘->ge of Lorenzo 

hrsThole h"'" ' "" infiuenced 

The death of Lorenzo in 1402, and ensuing political dis. 

Rome T’ to Bologna, then to 

Rome, dreading assassination. Returning to Florence in 1501 

nLed^'l'i ‘^°‘“®til marble David, which he com- 

Pope Julius II 

sep^Xr Th S'""""" toonumental 

sepulchre. The artist s plans were approved but intrigue and 

other commitments caused the project to be delayed, so that 

It was forty years later that it was completed on a reduced 

caie. Its great figures of Moses and the Slaves (or Captives'' 

tb J!’*' ''"‘"'■ 0 P''°'’ io his work on the Julius tomb was 

aver r 'he Sis.ine chapel. This, ,00, was de: 

finkh ,h"e e ‘-r ^ " wT'*' ’ 5 '^ 'hat Michelangelo was able to 
all art— ^ series of panels — unsurpassed in 

CreatioTr rr, "'C ivoJld from 

tvith a fresco entideTrle l«t h" ‘‘"'"''‘'‘r” 

the largest painting in the worid^rf ' ' " ° ' 

human force and terror ’ ‘ «P>oss.on of super- 

anlointed "eb- Michelangelo was 
appomted chief architect of St. Peter's Church for which he 

remodeled the original designs. The dome, as it stands, is 
areb-/ .-"^hhough he never considered himself an 

Wb f ‘he Tiher, cons erted the 
A magnificent church of Santa Maria 

aegh Angeli, and built the Laurentian Library of the Medici. 
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His boundless, furious energy which, together with his un- 
equalcd tcclinical mastery and grandeur of expression, was re- 
flected in all his works, remained with him almost to the day of 
Ills death. At the age of sixty his friendship with Vittona 
Colonna began, which inspired him to write poetry. He was 
eighty-nine years old and iiad sers'cd prominently under nine 
po]3cs when he died on February i8, Among his finest 

\vorks, not mentioned above, are the sculpt*-rcd figures for 
tombs of Lorenzo de’ Medici and Julian de Medici, in 
Florence; the Aludouna and Child, at Bruges, Belgium; the 
Pietd, in St. Peter’s, Rome; and the bas-relief of the Holy 
Family. 


BALBOA 

Vasco Nunez de Balboa, tiie discoverer of the Pacific Ocean, 
made his expedition of discovery in an attempt to placate his 
sovereign. King Ferdinand who had summoned him to the 
Spanish court to answer grave charges. Balboa was born in 
Spain in i-i75 and went to America to seek his fortune when he 
was twcnty-fu’C. After an exploratory trip to Central America, 
he settled in Haiti and became a planter. His undertaking was 
so unsuccessful financially that he fell deeply into debt, and in 
order to escape his creditors he decided to join an expedition 
bound for tlie settlement of San Sebastian on the South Amer- 
ican mainland. Me concealed himself in a large cask and was 
carried off his plantation and placed aboard one of the expedi- 
tion’s vessels. San Sebastian was found burned to the ground, 
and so great was the need for all able men that Balboa's 
shortcomings were forgotten, and he was admitted to the 
force’s membership as a common soldier. When the entire 
adventure seemed doomed to failure, he showed his qualities 
as a leader. At his suggestion the colony was transferred to 
Darien, where the settlement was more successful. 

In 1513 Balboa received the summons to return to Spain, 
and he resolved to win Ferdinand’s favor by some outstanding 
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service. He left Darien on September i with mo Sp:,ni:(rds 
(among whom was tlie future conqueror of Peru, Pr.indsco 
Pizarro), i,ooo natives, and a pack of bloodliound>. On the 
twenty-fifth or twenty-sixth day of that niMiuli lie rebelled a 
summit from which he viewed tlie body of wmcv ih.n 
years later was named the Pacific Ocean by Fernando Afayrl- 
lan but which Palboa called the South Sea. On September 
29 Balboa arrived on the shore and took possession of the land 
and seas in the name of Spain. For this he receiwd (In' title of 
Adclantado of^ thr Saulh Sen and became the .eoxannor of 
Panama and Coyba, but he was rcplacetl at Oarii'ii bv a bitter 
enemy, Don Pedro Arias do Avila. 

Balboa made many expeditions— some say as many as luonty 

to the Pacific, but this only increased the jcalousv and 
enmity of Don Pedro. The Spanish sovernment attempted to 
bring about a reconciliation, and it was men arr.mgcd tliat 
Balboa should marry Don Pedro’s daughter. On tlie oce.ision 
of another disagreement, liowcvcr, Don Pedro ti icked Balboa 
into delivering liimscif up. Balboa was thrown into iirison and 
trumped-up cliarges of treason were lodged against liiin. He 
was tried, convicted and beheaded in 1517. 


MAGELLAN 

navigator Fernando Magellan, born about 
1480 was the discoverer of the Straits of Magellan, the first 
to sail across the Pacific Ocean and the first to attempt eircum- 
naviption of the globe. Magellan was brouglit up as a page lioy 

P f Lconor, consort of King John'll of 

Portugal. Under John s successor, King Manuel I, Magellan 
rendered distinguished service in the Indies, and in 1513 joined 
a Portuguese expedition bound for Morocco. In Morocco 
Magellan was wounded— lamed for life. A charge of trading 
with the Moors led .to the disfavor of King Manuel; .subse- 

nationality and offered his 

services to Spain. 
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Magellan believed ihai the Spice Islands of the East Indies 
could be reached by sailing westward and around the tip of 
South America. After many delays he set sail from Seville on 

4 4 

August 10, ifiio, with a fleet of five vessels, on what has been 
called the most rom«^mic \oyage in history. In November of 
1520 he completed the pas<.agc through the straits that now 
bear his name. It w.is a stormy trip and when he came out 
on the smooth waters of the ocean he gratefully named it the 
Pacific. Ho^vever. in spite of the good sailing, the long trip 
across the vast ocean bre-ught Magellan's worst fears to pass. 
There were in^tifTirirnt provision';, little water and rotten 
biscuits. The crew was rav aged by scurvy and reduced to eating 
ox-hidcs. sawdust and rai<. On 7, 1521, the squadron 

arrived at Ccbii ir* tiic heart of the Philippines. Magellan was 

native >ovcreign. who professed Christianity 
in order to utilize Ids C'atholic friends. Magellan undertook 
an expedition to a neighboring island to conquer the natives 
for the Catholic faitli and for the king of Cebu. He was killed 
by the natives there on April 27, 1521. After the king of Cebu 
had murdered several more leaders of the squadron, the 
Spaniards c.=;capccl from the Pliilippines. Thirty-one men of. 
the original force finally .succeeded in reaching Seville in the 
T ictoria, the fir‘>t ship that ever made a voyage around the 
earth. 

Although Magellan did not live to complete personally this 
momentous acliicvemom. which ranks in importance with the 
discovery of .\mcrica. he has received just rewards in history. 
His name is listed with the world s great explorers, and the 
largest ocean still bears the name which he gave it. Magellan 
accomplished what Christopher Columbus had planned — the 
connecting of western Europe with eastern Asia by direct 
transit over the western ocean. More than that he had prov'ed 
that the earth was round and that America was not a group of 
islands^ or a penin';ula reaching south from Asia but a con- 
tinent in its ovvTi hemisphere. 
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CORTES 


Hei-nando Cortes, the Spanidi soldier \sho conquered 

Mexico gave up the study of law to seek a life of advcnt-irc. 

Mexico had been discovered but not settled when Clones was 

appointed to conquer the country. }Ii> expedition landed in 

lexico on March 4, 1519. His artillery, ships and horses, all 

new to the natives, inspired them with such awe that thev re- 

gaided the Spaniards as gods and sent them presents. After 

founding \ era Cruz and being elected captain-general of the 

^lony, Cortes burned all his ships and went into the interior. 

He aefeated the army of the independent republic of Tlaxcala. 

enrolled it into his own small force and continued to the city 

of Mexico where Montezuma, the emperor, received him with 

onor, believing him to be a descendant of the sun. The 

Spaniards in their turn, were deeply impressed bv the inagnifi. 

cerice of Alontezuma’s court, the fabulous wealth of the city 

and the horror of the human sacrificial rites practiced bv the 
natives. 

Cortes had just fortified himself in one of the palaces when 
he received word that Montezuma had dispatched a force to 
kill his followers remaining in \'cra Cruz. When the head of 
one of the Spaniards was brought to Me-vico City, the illusion 
ot ttor imailnerability was destroyed, and it became necessary 
tor Cortes to act quickly and drastically. He took Montezuma 

‘he Spaniards all 

diers «ho had participated in the attack on \'era Cruz. He 

SnW h palace gates. In the meantime, a 

Spanish force had landed in Xfcxico to deprive Cortes of lii,s 

command By the tune he had defeated tiiem and returned to 

^ u U had revolted. Montezuma 

was killed by his own people, and the new emperor drove the 

foreigners from the city. They suffered heat ilv until thev tvere 

able to give battle, win a victory and recapture Mexico Cits. 

Ihe fame of Cortes in Spain reacted first in his fa\or and 

then as the court at Madrid began to fear his ambition and 

popularity, he was deprived of some of his power. Evcntualh, 

worn out by the struggle with the court powers, he returned to 
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Spain and served as a volunteer in an expedition against the 
Algerian pirates. It was an unsuccessful campaign, and hence- 
forth Cortes was so neglected that he finally retired from court, 
his proud spirit hurt by some real and some imaginary wrongs. 
He was born in 1485 and died near Seville on December 2, 

1547- 


PIZARRO 

Francisco Pizarro, the discoverer and conqueror of Peru, was 
born in Spain about 1471- He was an illegitimate child, and 
facts about his early life arc little known. One account says 
that he was left as a foundling at a church, while another says 
he would not have survived had he not been nursed by a sow. 
At any rate he obviously was poorly cared for, and received a 
meager education. His first occupation was that of a swineherd. 
Pizarro was in the New World in 1510. In 1522 he, together 
witli a piicst. Hernando dc l.uquc, and a soldier, Diego de 
Almagro, undertook an expedition down the west coast of 
South America. On the second trip a few years later they 
learned definitely that there were great resources in the coun- 
try. Pizario and his followers landed on the island of Gallo, 
and Almagro returned to Panama for assistance. The men had 
sufTcred so much that the governor sent a boat to take them 
back to Panama. Pizarro drew a line on the sand with his 
sword and said that to all who crossed it would come hardships 
of every kind, but that wealth and fame would also be theirs. 
Thirteen men crossed to stand by Pizarro’s side. The wealth 
which these men found they took back to Spain to Charles V, 
who gave Pizarro permission to conquer and govern the new 
territory. One of the provisions of this grant, however, was that 
Pizarro should raise within six months a force of 250 men. At 
the end of that time he had less than the required number, and 
fearing that his expedition would be prevented, he slipped 
away from Spain before the authorities found out the true 

state of affairs. 
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Pizarro embarked from Panama in January, 1531, with a 
force of three vessels and 185 men on the real conquest of Peru. 
When they arrived they found a ci\'il war in progress. Pizarro 
captured the successful combatant and later released him for a 
ransom of $8,000,000. When this news reached Europe it scr\'cd 
to bring new men to Pizarro ’s side. lie was made a marquis, 
and m 1535 he established Lima as the capital of his posses- 
sions, Discord between Pizarro and Almagro, which finally 
led to open warfare, brought about Pizarro’s dcatli. Almagro 
was captured and killed, and his friends, reduced to extreme 
poverty and goaded by hate and jealousy, formed a conspiracy 
to kill the marquis m his palace in Lima. He was assassinated 

on June 26, 1541. Pizarro never married, but had two children 
by an Inca princess. 


PONCE DE LEON 

Juan Ponce dc Le6n was a Spanish explorer and discoverer 
who searched for the fountain of youth and found Florida, lie 
was born about 1460 and first made his way to the New World 
in company with Christopher Columbus on that voyager's 
second trip. He undertook the conquest of Porto Rico in 1308 
and m 1510 became the governor of the island. 

he Indians apparently talked about an island called Bimini, 
ancT there was a story current in Europe about a fountain wliosc 
waters would guarantee youth. So in 1513 Ponce de Leon set 
sail to find Bimim, on which he hoped to discover the miracu- 
lous spring. He sighted land on Easter Sunday, Marcli 27, and 
named it Florida after the Spanish name Pascua Florida, 
meaning “flowery Easter.” The spot at which he landed v as 
just north of modem St. Augustine. He returned to Porto Rico 
and did not undertake another expedition until 1521. He was 
sev^ely wounded by an Indian’s arrow and was carried back 
to Cuba, where he died, not knowing that Florida was a 
peninsula of a great continent and not an island. 
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COPERNICUS 


The Polish astronomer Nikolaus Copernicus was *>om on 
Februar)' 19, H 73 . at Toru .1 in Prussian Poland. He stuied 
mathematical science at the L niveisity of Cracow, acquired 
some skill in painting, listened to astronomical lc«ures m 
Bologna, gave lectures himself in 1300. entered medical school 
in 1501 and took a doctor’s degree in canon law in 1503. 

In addition to thc^c activities, Copernicus found time to 
formulate a new system of astronomy. A treatise setting forth 
his theory that the sun, and not the earth, is the center of the 
universe was practically finished in 1330, but he did not 
to its publication for ten years. The first printed copy reached 
his home in Frauenbuig barely in time to be laid on the writer s 
death bed. He was stricken with aix>plcxy and paralysis in 1542 
and died on May 4, 1343. He was fortunately unaware that the 
initial effect of the work to which he had devoted his life was 
marred by a preface, inserted by the German reformer, Andreas 
Osiander, insisting that the reasoning introduced in the treaUsc 
was purely hypothetical. 


MARTIN LUTHER 

Leader and symbol of the Protestant revolt against the 
Catholic Church in Germany, Martin Luther was the first 
reformer to cause a large number of people in western Europe 
to break openly with that church. He was born in Prussian 
Saxony on November 10, 1483, and after graduating from the 
University of Erfurt, he became a monk. Two years later he 
was ordained a priest and subsequently was appointed professor 
of theology in the University of Wittenberg. 

Luther's break with the church began in 1317. He had 
evolved his own doctrine of salvation, opposing the granting of 
‘'indulgences,” or promises of remission of punishment which 
might be meted out to a person after death. It had been the 
custom of the church to grant such boons to those who gave 
money to the church. hen papal agents arrived to preach on 
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indulgences, Luihcr posted on the church door ninety-five 
theses, offering to debate them with the envov. Two years later, 
in a sermon, he denied the doctrine of papal infallibility and 
asserted the right of ever> individual to interpret the Scriptures 
as he saw fit. 

In 1520 Pope Leo X cxcommunic.ncd Luther and requested 
Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor, to punish him as a 
heretic. Lutlier, howc\cr. was able to dcf\* both pope and em- 
peror. For a year he remained in seclusion and in that time 
he made a translation into Gci man of the Xew Testament, the 
inspiration of the Reformation. Then he set about organizing 
his new church. He spoke to the people in their own language 
instead of Latin which had been used so long. His doctrines 
included the renunciation of celibacy and asceticism and, in 

married Katharina \'on Bora, a nun who had become 
one of his followers. 

^ 555 ) ^ftcr a protracted period of ci\’il war in Gcrm.mx' 
between Catholics and Lutherans, the religion of the latter 
was given official recognition as a legal form of worship, but 
each German prince was empowered to choose the church 
to which he and his people would belong. Protestant churches 
were set up in many places, especially in northern Germany 
and in Scandinavia. Luther died on February 17, 1546, leaving 
Christendom divided into two opposing camps. 


SAINT IGNATIUS DE LOYOLA 

A broken leg was the indirect medium by which Saint 
Ignatius de Loyola, founder of the Society of Jesus (or Jesuits L 
was transformed from a tough soldier into a devoted priest. 
Ignatius, who was bom in Spain in 1491, grew up in the court 
of Ferdinand and Isabella, rulers of Castile and Aragon. A 
cannon ball gave him the broken leg while fighting in their 
army. During his long convalescence he read a life of Christ 
and was thereby converted to a new way of living. 

Ignatius gave his court garb to a beggar and put on sackcloth. 
His numerous hardships during the next few' years, which \scie 
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fiau<^ht with misunderstanding for his zeal, ended finally in 
Paris, where he took his Master of Arts degree m 1535. Mean- 
while he had gathered around him a group of followers to 
whom he gave his Spiritual Exercises and who formed the 
nucleus of the Society of Jesus. These spiritual soldiers as- 
sembled on August 15, i 534 > taking the vows of poverty and 
chastity. Tlic little band was organized in 1539 and ofhcially 
established as a religious order by Pope Paul III on Scptenibcr 
27, 1540. At Ignatius’s death its membership had increased to 
2,000, its workers scattered over the whole world. Ignatms 
remained in Rome to write the Constitutions of the order. He 
died on July 31, 135 ^’ beatified in 1609, canonized in 

1622. The Society of Jesus was a good deal like the modem 
Salvation Army. Its greatest achievement lay in stimulating 

education. 


HENRY VIII 

The six marriages of Henry VIII, king of England, were not 
solely romantic adventures; there were also political comphea- 
lions which were at least in part responsible for the kings 
frequent change of wives. Henry was interested in the greatness 
of England and in his own pleasure. By coincidence his 
personal aims at times forwarded the cause of the nation. He 
was born on June 28, 1491, and succeeded to the throne in 
lyoQ. His first marriage, made during the early months of his 
reign, was to Catherine of Aragon, an aunt of the German 
emperor. 

Catherine was his brother's widow; nevertheless the union 
lasted for eighteen years before the possibility of its illegality 
began to trouble Henry. His concern was further aggravated 
bccau.se there was no male heir to the throne and because he 
was in love with one of the ladics-in-waiting, Anne Bolcyn. In 
^533 marriage to Catherine was declared null and his secret 
marriage to Anne made public a few days later. Since these 
decisions were not recognized by the pope, the latter’s authority 
in England was set aside by an act of Parliament, and Henry 
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was declared supreme head of the ehurch in England. Tims 
was accomplished the ecclesiastical revolution which <listin- 
guished the reign of Henry VIII. His rule was also notable for 
improvement of English na\al power, the complete union of 
Wales with England, the con\'crsion of Ireland into a kingdom, 
Henry’s patronage of the arts, and his development of the 
parliamentary system of government. 

Anne Boleyn, who.se child was to be Queen I'.li/.ibeth. was 
condemned to death in 1536 on charges of adultery. Her suc- 
cessor was Jane Seymour, who became the mother of Edward 
VI and died a few days after his birth. Henry s liappincss over 
a male heir was somewhat dimmed by sorrow over Jane, but 
he soon resolved to marry again. The lord high chamberlain, 
Thomas Cromwell, recommended Anne of CIcvcs. The mar- 
riage proved unnecessary politically and, more important to 
Henry, Anne was unattractive physically. Be.sidcs, he was in 
love with Catherine Howard. Anne was divorced, and Crom- 
well was beheaded despite his piteous pleas for mercy. The 
second Catherine, of whom Henry was genuinely fond, proved 
untrue and was brought to the block in 15.^2. Henry’s si.xth 
wife was Catharine Parr, a lady of merit and a patroncsss of 
learning. She continued at the king’s side until his death on 
January 28, 1547. 


FRANgOIS RABELAIS 

The date of the birth of the French author Fran(;ois Rabelais 
varies with diflcrent authorities between 1483 and 1.195. He 
entered a Franciscan monastery in 1519, where he studied and 
read widely. After leaving there he entered the Benedictine 
brotherhood for a short time. He cultivated all the sciences of 
hi.s time and eventually took the degree of Doctor of Medicine. 
He was in Montpellier, in Lyons, in Rome and in Paris at 
various periods of his life, and to his liomc, wherever it was, 
came the learned of his day. He was generous with his money 
and his medical skill. His death is supposed to have occurred 
on April 9, 1553. 
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The litcrarv monuments of Rabelais arc Gargantua and 
Pantagriul. which together form a great humorous story. Of 
the first edition of Pantagrud Rabelais said more copies were 
sold in two months than of the Bible in nine years. In his books 
Rabelais permitted himself unusual frankness of language and 
imagery. The Sorbonne censured his works and the Parliament 
at one time suspended their sale. \ et they have lived because 
of the wide Imman sympathy and fun that they contain. 


BEm ENL^TO CELLINI 

The piquant life of Bcmcnuio Cellini, Italian artist, was a 
series of brawls and flights, intrigues and enmities, imprison- 
ments .iml reconciliations, love .ifl.iiis and escapes therefrom 
a pattern studded with the brilhaiit gems of his own creative 
genius, liiv father and mother had been married for twenty- 
one years before the boy was born on November i, 1500; the 
name Bem c nuio means "the welcome one. ' Although the elder 
Cellini wanted his son to be a musician, taught him to play 
upon tlie flute, the lad took no pleasure in music and was 
apprenticed to a goldsmith at the age of fifteen. He had alread) 
attracted .mention in his native city of Florence when he be- 
came inN’ols'cd in a bi'awl and was forced to flee to Sicnaj 
where he was apprenticed to another goldsmith. 

Cellini took up residence in Rome in 15:9 and entered the 
service of the pope who had the greatest admiration for his 
talents, and for whom he made a brooch on which a diamond 
was set to represent a throne on which God sat .surrounded 
by angels. The artist's life was once more interrupted by 
violence when he avenged his brother's death by killing the 
murderer. Next he was forced to leave Rome to escape the 
consequences of a fray with a notary, lie was not reinstated as 
engraver of the Mint until the ascension of a new pope, Paul 
III. The plots of a natural son of Paul III forced Cellini to 
retreat to Florence and Venice, but he was restored once more. 
Several years later he ^vas imprisoned on charges of embezzling 
gems from the pontifical tiara; there must have been insuffi- 
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dent evidence to support the accusations beiau>e he was 
released. He passed some time at the court of Francis I of 
France, but the intrigues of the king’s mistress so disirusted him 
that he retired to Florence in 1343. He died there <jn Fciuuary 

14. 1571. 

Among Cellini’s noted works of an now in cxi^lence are a 
bronze statue of Perseus Holdinq the Head of Medusa: a bronze 
Nymph made for Francis I; coins for the papal and Florentine 
states; two silver reliefs in the \’aiican Library, Rome; bronzes 
for doorw'ays; a saltcellar of gold and enamel, made for Francis 
I; and a medal of Cardinal Pietro Bembo, now in tlie Metro- 
politan Museum, New York. Many of his creationN !ia\e been 
destroyed. He began his autobiography in Florence in 1338: 
this book is one of the most singular and faNcinating in the 
world, showing him as the most boastful artist who ever 
lived, yet a most attractive rascal. He also wrote treatises on 
the goldsmith’s art, on sculpture, and on design. One of 
Cellini’s best points was his tremendous respect for Michel- 
angelo. 


TITIAN 

\ enetian richness of color and joy in material things reach 
their height in Titian. In his first paintings, under the influence 
of Giorgione, an earlier Venetian painter, his treatment of 
form is still timid. Later there is increasing fervor and bold- 
ness his rapid brush strokes foreshadowing modern French 
technique. 

Tiziano \ ecelHo, called Titian, was born at Pieve di Cadore, 
in the Venetian Alps, about 1477. He studied with Giovanni 
Bellini at Venice, then entered Giorgione’s studio. Between 
1514 and 1519 he was at Ferrara, working at the brilliant court 
of Alphonso d’Este, husband of charming, notorious Lucrezia 
Borgia. He returned to Venice but in 1329 was called to 
Bologna by Emperor Charles V, whom he portrayed sc%cral 
times, once on horseback — a model for subsequent equestrian 
portraits. He also did portraits that are penetrating psycho- 
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logical studies such as those of Pope Paul III, and The Man 
with the Glove. Titian painted classical and allegorical sub- 
jects, too, of which Sacred and Profane Love is a supreme 
example, and religious paintings like the Assumption of the 
Virgin and The Entombment. He died at Venice on August 

17, *576- 


JOHN CALVIN 

The reformer John Calvin, whose companions nicknamed 
him the “Accusative,” was a Frenchman, bom on July 10, 1509. 
He found early that his main interests were religion and 
theology, although at first he did not accept Protestant opin- 
ions. He gradually entered the ranks of Protestantism, to which 
he rendered the services of systematizing its doctrine and or- 
ganizing its ecclesiastical discipline. Persecution of Protestants 
was severe, and for several years Calvin led a nomadic life. In 
1530 he became a leader in the reformation of the church at 
Geneva. Ilis work tiierc was punctuated by an interval in 
Strasbourg, dtwing which he married. Calv'in died in Geneva on 
May 27, lyCq. 

The reformer was ins'olved in many disputes, all of which he 
prosecuted with zeal. One resulted in the breaking up of a very 
warm friendship. Another ended in his opponent’s being ban- 
ished from Geneva. The most notable incident involved 
Michael Servetus, a man whose views Calvin held in ab- 
horrence. Servetus was imprisoned by Calvin’s order and after 
a trial was burned at the stake. 

JOHN KNOX 

John Knox, who was bom about 1505, was the leading spirit 
of the Reformation in Scotland. He became an avowed re- 
former in 1542, and by 1547 he was recognized as a powerful 
preacher against papacy. As a result of his religious views he 
was at one time imprisoned in France, where he served as a 
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galley slave for nineteen months. After his release he lived in 
England and then in Geneva, where he was burned in effigv- 
as a heretic. 

In 1559 Knox returned to Scotland. \Vhcn civil war broke 
out between the papists and the reformers, he was the leader 
of the latter group. After the interxention of England estab- 
lished the reformed religion in Scotland in 1560, comparative 
peace reigned until Mary, Queen of Scots, ascended the 
throne. Then there were frequent controversies between Knox 
and the Crown, during one of which he was arrested for 
treason. He was utterly fearless, and his vehemence in public 
discourses constantly caused him trouble, bringing him a tur- 
bulent career that contrasts strongly with his naturally prudent, 
peaceful disposition. He died on November 24, 1572. The 

History of the Reformation in Scotland is the most remarkable 
of the books that he wrote. 


QUEEN ELIZABETH 

Elizabeth, the daughter of England's King Henry VI 11 and 
Anne Bolcyn, the second of his six wives, was born on Septem- 
7 » 1533* When Henry had his marriage with Anne Bolcyn 
declared invalid and had Anne beheaded, Elizabeth, then three 
years old, lost her claim to the throne and her legitimacy as 
well. A few years later, however, an act of Parliament, subse- 
quent y confirmed in Henry’s will, declared her next in suc- 

cession after her younger brother, Edward, and her elder 
sister, Mary. 

Early in her life Elizabeth acquired a firm Protestantism and 
a faculty for statesmanship. During the five-year reign of her 
sister she was prudent enough to accept Catholicism when it 
was made law. She once was imprisoned, but soon after was 
restored to the queen’s good graces. Her proximity -to the 
throne constituted a danger to her life in those times, and she 
observed a discreet retirement. 

Mary’s death on November 17, 1558, and Elizabeth’s acces- 
sion to the throne, were the occasion for rejoicing by many 
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Enolishincn, for Mary’s reign, with its foreign entanglements 
and bloody persecutions at home, had not been a popular one, 
Elizabeth, the most purely English sovereign in 500 years, 
seemed to promise a new era of national self-expression. Her 
subsequent rule in part fulfilled those promises. Under her, 
English diplomacy freed itself from foreign domination; it was 
during her reign that England’s reputation as a naval power 
was established when, in 1588, the English navy, with the aid 
of a might)', providential storm, defeated the Spanish Armada; 
and English literature reached its greatest heights. 

Elizabeth, endowed by nature with handsome features, was 
accomplished and witty, a magnificent dancer. Neither her 
ministers nor her people could induce her to marry. Gossip had 
it that a physical defect precluded the possibility of marriage. 
The horrible psychological conditions surrounding her child- 
hood arc a more likely cause. There were, howe^■er, several 
favorites with whom her name was linked. Most famous of 
those seas the Earl of Essex tvho svas thirty-three years her 
junior. This affair was a stormy one and ended with his execu- 
tion after he had apparently attempted an insurrection. Still 
single, and lonely, she died on March 24, 1603. 


MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS 

The popular conception of Mary, Queen of Scots, is that she 
was a young and beautiful girl, cruelly condemned to die by a 
merciless woman, Queen Elizabeth. Actually Mar)' had at one 
time schemed to take the throne of England from Elizabeth 
and plotted against that queen's life, crimes punishable then, 
as today, by death. Mary, the daughter of King James V of 
Scotland, was bom on December 7, 1542. Her father died soon 
after she was bom, and when she was still a small child, Mary 
was sent to the court of France. There she was educated by the 
best tutors, trained in the Roman Catholic faith and betrothed 
to the eldest son of the king of France. When he was fifteen 
and she was sixteen, they were married with elaborate cere- 
mony at the cathedral at Reims. Upon the French king’s death 
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a year later, the young couple ascended the ilitr.nc. It ^v.^c at 
this period schemes were made to secure the crown of Engh.m’. 

After the death of her husband, Mary retunietl to Scotlant!. 
She married her cousin, Henry Stewart, Lord Darnley, bc.t 
refused to grant him the title of king. Their marriage ^\■a,<; .oi 
unhappy one. Darnley, jealous of Mary’s confidential sccrctar\. 
an Italian named Rizzio. had iiim killed. There was a brie: 
period of reconciliation ^^■hcn their son was horn on Jtinc i«.. 
1566, but the next vear tlie house where Darnley lay ili oi 
small-pox was mysteriously blown up while Mary was at a ball. 
It is bclic\*ed that he had been warned of tbc dancer an<] 
attempted to escape. He was found dead in an adjacent carden. 
Marys part in this was nc\er entirely proved, but cveryorn 
suspected one of her advisers, the Earl of Bothwcll. Thic 
months later she married Boihwcll, and the Scottish lordv 
long discontented, rose in re^'o]t. They bosicced Bothwcll'' 
castle, from which Mary escaped in boy’s clothing. She 
captured, however, and severely mistreated, threatened win, 
assassination and forced 10 abdicate. She escaped from pri'c n 
with the help of a sixteen-year-old page boy. She organized an 
army, which was soon defeated, and then fled to England and 
threw herself upon the mercy of Queen Elizabeth. She re- 
mained in prison for the rest of her life. Shortly before the 
Spaniards attacked England, she was found guilty of plotting 
Elizabeth s assassination and condemned to death. The cxccu- 
uon took place on the morning of February 8, 1587. One 
accost says that Mary, dramatic to the last, wore a black robe 

scaffold, which when removed, revealed an under robe 
of brilliant scarlet. 


SIR WALTER RALEIGH 

Sir Walter Raleigh, English statesman, explorer and author, 
was bom in 1552 near Budleigh Salterton Bay. Political service 
in Ireland gained him favor with Queen Elizabeth. He ^^'as 
knighted in 1584 and in that year began a series of coloniza- 
tions in the New World. His first body of colonists landed on 
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Roanoke Island, North Carolina, the following year. After 
several unsuccessful attempts at establishing colonies, Sir 
Walter abandoned this project. He was in disgrace because of 
an affair with one of the queen’s maids of honor, for which he 
was imprisoned. But this did not last long. In 1595 he made his 
first \'oyagc to South America to look for gold. Upon his return 
the queen partially forgave him and he wrote The Discoverte 
of G7i{ana. The following year he took part in the destruction 
of a Spanish fleet at Cadiz. After Essex's downfall, Raleigh was 
once more in complete favor with Queen Elizabeth. 

During the reign of James I, Raleigh was accused as an ac- 
complice in conspiracies against the government. He was sent 
to the Tower of London on July 19, 1603, and sentenced to 
death. While in prison he wrote the one published volume of 
his History of the World. After fourteen years he was released 
upon his claim that lie could find gold in South America with- 
out entrenching upon the Spaniards settled there. However, he 
failed to avoid conflict with them and, upon his return to Eng- 
land, was executed for piracy on October 29, 1618. 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

The greatest figure in English literature, William Shake- 
speare, was an intellectual rebel against the highly restrictive 
conventions of a decaying feudal system. A lusty, sometimes 
bawdy, purveyor of popular entertainment, his peculiar quali- 
ties of wisdom, wit, imagination, pathos and, above all, deep 
knowledge of essential, universal Man, have caused his works 
to become enshrined as a pattern of perfection, departures 
from which are accepted most guardedly. 

Of the man very little is known with any degree of certainty. 
His very existence has been questioned by some scholars. How- 
ever, it can reasonably be accepted as a fact that he was born 
at Stratford-on-Avon in the year of his baptism which was 
registered on April 26, 1 ^64.^ It is probable that his only formal 
education was received at a free grammar school in the town. 
Only guesses trace his life between that time and his marriage, 
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at the age of eighteen, to Ann Hathaway who became the 
mother of his three children. At twenty-two, he joined the 
Blackfriars Theater in London, whose company acted under 
royal patronage. A year later lie became its proprietor. He 
seems to have prospered, for in 1597 he bouglu some land 
and the principal house in Stratford. 

In the years between 1590 and 1610 lie wrote and produced 
most of his plays. Comedies and histories were the main 
product of the first decade, tragedies of the second. In the 
whole period he wrote most of the thirty-four plays tltat are 
ascribed to him. It was during that time, also, iliat he wrote 
most of his poems — two long narrative pieces and at least 154 
sonnets. Examples of Shakespeare’s comedies arc: The Mer- 
chant of Venice, Merry It'ives of Windsor, Tivilfth Night, and 
As You Like It; Richard III, Henry IV, Julius Caesar, and 
Antony and Cleopatra arc among the best known of the his- 
tories; while the great tragedies include Hamlet, Macbeth, 
Othello, and King Lear. 

His work.s were highly regarded during his lifetime but his 
extraordinary genius was not given universal recognition until 
many decades had elapsed. Now his works ai e accorded super- 
lative rank in several of the foreign languages into which they 
have been translated. It was a productive and highly significant 

life that was ended with his death at Stratford on Anril 00 
1616. 


FRANCIS BACON 

Sir Francis Bacon, Baron Verulam and Viscount St. Albans, 

was a philosopher, statesman, and author. He was born in 

London, January 22, 1561. After being admitted to the bar in 

^82, Francis Bacon advanced rapidly to a scat in Parliament. 

He was befriended by the Earl of Essex, but (for a fee of 

£1200, it is said) he betrayed that friendship by serving as one 

of Queen Elizabeth’s attorneys in Essex’s trial for high treason. 

Bacon’s speeches were influential in obtaining the Earl s c.xccu- 
tion. 
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Bacon ^vas knighted upon James I’s succession to the throne, 
his progress in politics was more rapid; and eventually he be- 
came lord chancellor, the head of the English Icpl system 
Within three years he was accused and convicted of taking 
bribes. Later he was pardoned but not restored to Parliament 
or to the court. He then turned to writing and philosophy, tvin- 
ning new and permanent fame. He died on April 9, 162b. 

Bacon’s personality was paradoxical; he was capable of 
composing a brilliant work such as The Advance, „cnl o Lean,- 
i,,., and then presiding in the king's torture chamber. His 
Novvm Orzanutn, written in 1620, was the most famous prose 
work of tlw age. The method of scientific experimentation 
tvhich it outlined is in common usage today. The name Novum 
Ore,anum means “The New Instrument," and Bacon indicated 
bv this name that he was presenting a new method of logic to 
supplement the method described by .\ristotle m Ins treatise 
on logic, the Oroanon (known in Latin as the Oigmiiim ) . 

In \m New Atlautis, Bacon described an ideal btntc. Jlis 
short Essays arc probably better known than his other works. 

;M:mv controversies have arisen over the claim, advanced 
from time to time, that Bacon wrote some of the plays which 
we l<now as Shakespeare's. There is no foundation for these 

claims. 


DESCARTES 

Rene Descartes, philosopher and pioneer in modern mathe- 
matics, was born in the Tourainc province in France on March 
31, *596, and was sent to a Jesuit school at the age of eight. He 
was never a professional mathematician, but rather a scientist- 
philosopher. In 1628 he settled in Holland. He soon became 
very popular. The last few months of his life were passed in 
Sweden teaching his philosophy to Queen Christina, The queen 
preferred her lessons at five o’clock in the morning. These 
early hours and the severity of the Swedish winter proved fatal 
to the nonc-too-robust philosopher. He died in Stockholm on 

February ii, 1650. 
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Descartes had a passion for clarity and logical deduction and 
at the same time was a loyal Catholic attached to traditional 
theolog)'. This paradox was resolved into a system of tliought 
wWch gained- Descartes the designation of father of modern 
philosophy. His system of dividing the world into the separate 
entities of the body and the soul is known as the dualistic 
system and is the basis for two di\ergent theories of current 
thought materialism and idealism. As an amateur mathe- 
matician he invented analytic geometry and published it as an 
appendix to a book of philosophy. 


CERVANTES 


Spains most eminent contribution to universal literature, 
Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra, lived and wrote in the period 
of his country's greatest intellectual and political power. Tlie 
novelist was born in 1547 {the exact date is not known) in New 
Castile, of noble, but not wealthy parents. He was educated at 
the University of Salamanca and later at Madrid. His formal 
studies were impeded by his propensity for versification but 
privately he read far beyond the limits of his curricuium. 

When he was twenty-one he went to seek his fortune in 
Rome. In the following year he enlisted as a private for the 
mief of Cyprus which was under siege bv the Turks. In the 
Battle of Lepanto he received a wound which left him without 
the use hand. In 1575, returning to Spain, lie was 

captured by the Moors and for five years he was held prisoner 

release, he married and settled 

m Madrid. 


In 1584 his first novel Galatea was publislicd, winnins: 
moderate praise. At about this time he wrote several dramas 
none of which was favorably received by the critics. The first 
part of his Don Quixote was published in 1605. It was an im- 
mediate success. One of the greatest novels in all literature, it 
depicts a comic clash of dreams and reality. Although Cer- 
'^tes had written it to “expose to the contempt they deserved, 
the extravagant and silly tales of chivalry,” his sympathies 




were patently with the dreamer. Several years later there ap- 
peared a spurious sequel to the novel, which Cervantes re- 
pudiated. In 1615 he presented his own sequel which, contrary 
to general rule, was deemed by many to be greater than his 

first part. It won universal applause. 

Throughout most of his later years he received financial 
assistance from powerful friends and thus was kept from actual 
want although he remained almost a pauper to the end of his 
life. lie died on the same day that Sliakcspcarc did, April 23, 
1616. 


EL GRECO 


No one c\'cr painted the tortured soul of Spain better than 
her adopted son K 1 Greco, with his elongated forms and rapt 
faces. He was a Greek, born on Crete about 1341, and his real 
name was Domenico Thcotocopuh. \ct he was a modern; wc 
must not expect to find in his paintings the calm of ancient 
Greek artists like Pliidias and Praxiteles. He belongs rather 
with m)stic painters such as \\ ilbam lilakc and \ incent Van 
Gogh and mystic reformers such as Loyola, the Jesuit. 

Little is known about liis life. In 1370 he was in Venice, 
Italy, and must have studied with some Wnetian painters, 
probal)ly Jacopo Passano and Titian, lie sculed at Toledo, 
Spain, about r;,-;, and remained there until his death, April 
7, 1614. .'\mong his finest works arc Ihimc-likc religious compo- 
sitions such as The Trinity, The Coronation of the L/rgm, The 
Crucifixion, The Af^ony in the Garden, twenty paitings show- 
ing St. Francis, The Burial of Count d’Orgaz, and remarkable 
portraits slich as Brother Felix Uortensio Palavicino and 
Cardinal Fliho dc Guevara, also several breathtaking land- 
scapes of the country around Toledo. 


GALILEO 

Although his father attempted to confine his son’s interest 
to the field of medicine, Galileo Galilei overheard by accident 
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a geometry lesson which turned his attention to mathematics. 
The Italian astronomer was born in Pisa on February 15, 1564. 
While studying medicine he had discovered the isochronism of 
the pendulum, i.e., the regularity of its beat, which he applied 
to timing the human pulse. As a mathematical lecturer at the 
University of Pisa, Galileo established the first principles of 
dynamics by demonstrating from the famous Leaning 'Lower 
that bodies of different weights fall with etiiMl xelocities. Ilis 
sarcasm toward people who disagreed with tliis theory made 
him unpopular, and he resigned from the university in 1591. 

In 1592 he was appointed to the chair of mathematics in 
Padua. 

Galileos telescopic discoveries were his most important con- 
tribution to science. On January 7, itiio, the astronomer com- 
pleted a telescope, less powerful than our opera glasses today, 
with which he saw' Jupiter's satellites for the first time. He also 
saw the spots on the sun, which showed that the sun revolved. 
In that same year he abandoned Padua for Florence and the 
following year he visited Rome with his telescope. 

Early in his thinking, Galileo adopted the Copcrnican theory 
that the sun was the center of the universe, but fear of ridicule 
prevented his advocating it. In 1613, however, he adopted a 
more decided stand and the papal authorities took notice of 
discrepancies between this doctrine and some passages of 
Scripture. The scientist was warned not to Iiold, teach or 
defend the condemned theory. He was unsuccessful in obtain- 
^ ^^''ocation of tliis decree, and finally, encouraged by his 
friends he published in 1630 A Dialogue Coyiccining the Two 
Great Systems of the World, which brouglU down a storm on 
his head. Within three years he was summoned to Rome. 
Under threat of torture, which the authorities never intended 
to inflict, the old man recanted his statements. He was per- 
mitted to return to Florence, where he passed the next eight 
years in seclusion, a prescribed condition of his comparative 
freedom. 

The astronomer continued to study and work in spite of 
blindness, which came in 1637. He died of a slow fever on 
January 7, 1642. 


HENRY HUDSON 


Records of the birth of Henry Hudson, navigator and ex- 
plorer, have been lost, A written agreement between him and a 
group of Dutch merchants, in which he is referred to as “Henry 
Hudson, Englishman,” settles the question of his nationality. 
He was probably about forty when he was placed in command 
of the Half Moon, a ship owned by Amsterdam merchants, 
and commissioned to find a north-east passage around Europe 
to the Far East. Hudson himself thought the western route 
more promising. The ship left Amsterdam on March 25 1609 
AVhen it struck a solid ice pack, the crew mutinied, and 
Hudson, knowing he could not reach China that way and 
deciding to follow his own plans, steered south and west. His 
courage was comparable to that of Christopher Colurnbus, for 
while he must have known that there was some sort of land to 
the west, he had no conception of its size nor of the size of the 


Pacific Ocean. , 1 1 . u- u 

Four months later the Half Moon reached land which was 

described in the log book as “low white sandy ground. It is 
believed that Hudson landed at what is now known as Sandy 
Hook. Next the voyagers discovered a “great stream the 
river uhich now bears Hudson’s name. His ship uas the first 
to sail up its course, and to him belongs the honor of discover- 
ing and Lploring it. At first he must have believed that it was 
a meanJ of reaching China, since the tide flowed far inland 

and the water was salty for the first feiv days' sail, ^ 

his mistake, he continued to explore, sendmg a small boat 

probably as far as Albany, New York. He 

the Indians and determined to try to appease his employers for 
not discovering China by telling them of the immense com- 

mercial value of the land he had found. • 

Hud on however, considered his voyage a failure, since he 

had not f;und Chir^a. Finally he obtained another ship for a 

6° At c hl-y y a '1 



explored and which was later named for him) and took tl.e 
ship successfully back to England. The boat of abandoned 
men was never heard from again. 


ROGER WILLIAMS 

Roger Williams was as great a liberal as the founder of 
Pennsylvania, William Penn, but he was more impetuous 

H ^ ''’■■''-‘s in' 

1599 and died in Providence, Rhode Island, in .April, iCS i He 

ps educated at Cambridge University, became a noncon- 
formist minister, and came to the Massachusetts Bay colony in 

1 • ‘'’<= i'i^ doc- 

trines of religious toleration found little favor in the stem 

Puritan community. He was persecuted and drisen from the 

Mfnter ? f '"S "■‘■'V “'tough the wilderness in ml<l- 
' inter he bought land from the Indians, and began the .setll.-- 

ment that he called Providence. 

Williams relations with the Indians were always friendh 
He studied their languages and tried to teach them the Bible 
Un a voyage to England to procure a charter for his new colonv 

nnhliT^i^^u’ of America. In London he 

published his book on tolerance. The Bloody Tenent of Persc- 

friend IrmsT'" Discussed. Williams was a 

Purittn lefdt°"’ " Cromwell, the 


WILLIAM PENN 


Penn svas an English Quaker who founded Pennsylvania, one 

toleration. William Penn teas bom in London on October 11, 
1644. Because of his father’s services to the Stuarts he stood 
igh m the favor of the king. In payment of a debt owed his 
ather, Penn accepted the tract of land west of the Delaware 



River which the king named Pennsylvania, meaning “Penn’s 
Woodland.” He drew up a plan of government for his colony 
and published A Brief Account of the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania, setting forth the advantages of settlement there: perfect 
liberty to worship God, easy purchase of lands, and a demo- 
cratic assembly. 

Penn visited his colony in 1682. He established fair treatment 
of the Indians, founded his capital city, Philadelphia, and 
promoted laws far in advance of his age in liberality and 
humaneness. After two years he returned to England. There, 
too, he worked for tolerance. From 1699 to 1701 he was again 
in America. He was imprisoned several times during his long, 
useful life, Penn died at Rushcourt, England, on July 30, 1718. 


RICHELIEU 

Armand Jean du Plessis dc Richelieu, French statesman, was 
described as a man whose chief ally was his own personality. 
He was stern and august and possessed a will of iron. Although 
l^c was not strong physically, his frail body wrapped in the red 
robes of a cardinal commanded respect and obedience even 
from those who hated and feared him. He lived in splendor 
after his politics proved profitable financially. Richelieu was 
eager for literary fame, but his support of men of letters, 
notably Pierre Corneille, was more important than his own 
writings. He founded the French .\cademy and erected build- 
ings for tlic Sorbonne. 

Richelieu, born on September 9, 1583, was consecrated as a 
bishop in 1607, althougli he had to obtain a dispensation from 
the pope because he was under canonical age. He was made a 
cardinal in 1622. He finally managed to insinuate himself into 
the favor of the queen mother, Marie dc’ Medici, and after a 
series of varying fortunes at court, he became chief minister 
of Louis XIII in August of 1G24. For the next eighteen years 
he worked tirelessly to make the royal power, which was in 
reality his own power, absolute at home and abroad. Fie suc- 
ceeded in conquering completely and without serious opposi- 
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tion his two outstanding enemies in France: the Huguenots 
(French Protestants) and the feudal nobility. His power re- 
ceived an acid test, however, when Marie de’ Medici turned 
against him, according to rumor, because of unrequited pas- 
sion. On the occasion known as the “Day of Dupes” Louis led 
his mother to believe that he was going to dismiss Cardinal 
Richelieu, but in the evening he sent for Richelieu and assured 
him of continued support and favor. Since Marie dc’ Medici 
failed to be reconciled with the cardinal, she left Paris and was 
forbidden to return. 

The next threat to Richelieu came from the king's brother 
who was supported by Henri, the duke of Montmorcnci! 
Richeheu had the duke sent to the block, thus executing a first 
noble of France and the last of a family famous for seven 
centuries. Abroad the cardinal’s policy, a network of political 
intrigue aimed to weaken the enemies of France, was as in- 
flexible as at home. The powerful minister died on December 
4. 1642. 


OLIVER CROMWELL 

Little is known of tiic early life of Oliver Cromwell, Lord 
Protector of England. He was bom at Huntingdon on April 25, 
* 599 - His education was under Puritan teachers. Although 
some biographers have credited him with being a wild and 
profligate youth, others assert that there was no foundation for 
this and that he was only boisterous and not extraordinarily 
studious. He probably studied law, and in 1620 he married. 
For some years he was unable to decide on his religious beliefs. 
Ultimately, however, he was completely converted, and for tlic 
rest of his life he was deeply pious. He was elected to Parlia- 
ment in 1628, where he was more interested in matters per- 
taining to Puritan affairs than purely political issues. There 
were indications that he was early dissatisfled with the rule of 

^ng Charles I, and tradition has it that he once intended to 
immigrate to New England. 

When the Irish insurrection of 1641 broke out, Crom^vcll 
proposed that Parliament should assume control of the militia 
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and subsequently he became the recognized leader of the army. 
^Vhen that body clamored for the death of Charles, Cromwell 
at first Iicsitated but finally declared, “I tell you wc will cut 
off his head with his crown upon it/’ lie was the leader in all 
the events leading up to the king’s execution on January 30, 
1649. "With the abolition of the monarchy, the Commonwealth 
was faced with a serious situation. In putting down the Irish 
revolt Cromwell ordered the massacre of a garrison of 2,800 
men at Dui)lin, an act whose unhappy political consequences 
have continued to modern times. It was also necessary for the 
Scots to be coerced into ol)cdicncc. 

Then there remained tlie problem of establishing a perma- 
nent constitutional go\-crnmcnt. On December 16, 1653, Crom- 
well assumed the title of Protector, but Ins Parliamentary 
difficulties pro\cd too great for bim. He failed to transform 
the military state into a civil one, and on February 4, 1658, he 
dissolved his last Parliament. His conduct of the nation’s 
foreign aflairs has never been approved. He made England 
feared by force of arms, but he did not understand European 
politics, lie died on September 3, 1658. The controversy which 
ensued upon the erection of a. statue to his memory in West- 
minster in 1809 sltowcd how deeply Englishmen felt even 
then about the questions of Cromwell’s day. 


JOHN MILTON 

Poet and publicist of the austere Puritan age, John Milton 
is usually regarded as the second greatest name in English liter- 
ature, Shakc.speare being the first. He was bom in London on 
December 9, 1G08. Shakespeare had just written Antony and 
Cleopatra; Raleigh was writing his History of the World. He 
was educated at St. Paul's School and at Christ’s College, 
Cambridge. At an early age he had already read the classics of 
both English and Italian literature. The Masque of Comus, 
which some critics consider his finest short poem, and Lycidas, 
an elegy on a classmate who had died, appeared soon after he 
finished his schooling. 
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In 1639, Milton met Galileo in Italy. While he uas tourin? 
the continent, news of the incipient rising of the English peoplf 
against the arrogant King Charles I brought Milton hoL. In 

talents to the writing of social, religious and political tracts 
Lib^fiTTrr r “3 Areopagitica: a Speech tor the 

As secretary for foreign tongues to the council of state in the 
government of Oliver Cromwell. Milton wrote several books 

In .6^2 he became totally blind and was forced to give up most 
his ofTicial duties, but he continued his writing" of priitic d 

lend Ti^ Charles H caused the 

IvEkon' ‘he Commonwealth to flee for their lives. Several of 

him K concealed him until the feeling aeai.ist 

him subsided. Then, in retirement, he entered a new^pha^o o 

Siie^and'?"" " a 
§cit7ied flnd SetYnson Agontstes^ 

creator of some 

ot the most sublime and noble passages in all literature, was 
unfoi tunate in his private life. Thrice married, he had little 
happiness with any of his wives. The first was a shallow girl 

seS wr*" I, understanding her Puritan husband; the 
dierfft^r fik to have loved him, but she 

S.vi i, ,6," “■ J-a «» 


SAMUEL PEPYS 

Febr'’uarv"5^''''fi‘^'^"c London on 

eovernrvf ^ tailor. He was introduced into 

government employment by his cousin and by 1673 had become 

65 



secretary of the Admiralty. In spite of his excellent work, he 
passed some time in the Tower of London under a charge of 
aiding in a conspiracy to kill the king, Charles II. He was re- 
leased without trial and restored to his position in the Admi- 
ralty which he held until the revolution of 1688. He was pres- 
ident of the Royal Society from 1684 to 1686. He died on 

Although Pepys wrote other books, including Memoirs of the 
Royal Navy in 1690, he is best known for his Diary. He began 
this on January i, 1660, and abandoned it nine years later 
because of poor eyesight. The diary, written in a sort of short- 
hand of his own, was not intended for publication. It was de- 
cipered and fun published in 1825. It is a picture of the court 
and times of Charles IL one of the most diverting books m 
the English language. In it we meet Pepys’ wife, “poor wretch, 
his uncles, his father, his aunts, his servants, as well as the 
aristocracy, the clergy and many theatrical figures. 


PETER PAUL RUBENS 

Peter Paul Rubens, a Flemish painter, whose work.s express 
the ardor and exuberance of a supremely happy man, began 
the study of art early in life. After some time in Flanders, he 
went to Italy where he stayed eight years, highly influential 
years in his career. They came to a close after the death of his 
mother in 1608 when he returned to Antwerp. Flere he married 
Isabella Brant and became painter-in-ordinary to the arch- 
dukes who were the sovereigns of his country. Rubens was 
famous and wealthy. Among his prodigious works were vast 
religious compositions, the most noted of which may be seen in 
Antwerp. In many of such conceptions the master was assisted 

by pupils. 

Rubens was a diplomat as well as an artist, and in 1627 he 
was entrusted with negotiating a peace between England and 
Spain. The months he passed in Madrid were among the most 
important in his life because he met Velasquez, and during his 
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stay in England he received an honorary degree from Cam- 
bridge and was knighted. At fifty-three Rubens, who had been 
a widovvcr for four years, married a sixtcen-ycar-old girl 
Helena Fourment, by whom he had five cl.ildren. She was an 
admirable model and appears in many of his paimin-c. Rubens 
appears to be the chief exception to the usual rule iliat ecnius 
has a touch of abnormality. lie was the sanest of great painters. 
The vivid color of his works and their sweep of lines make 
tiem beautiful patterns of decoration. Rubens was born on 
Ju^ 29, 1577, and died at Antwerp on May 30, 1G40. 

He painted many versions of The Adoration of the Kinas' 
many portraits; the History of Marie dc^ Medici, now in the 
Louvre Pans; The Procession of Silenus; The Judgment of 
Pans; Autumn Landscape with View of the Chateau dc Steen- 
I he Carden of Love; and The Three Graces 


REMBRANDT 


Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn, born in Leyden on July 15 
ibo6, the son of a miller, determined early to become a painter! 
After studying in Leyden and Amsterdam, he returned in 1G26 
to Leyden. Rembrandt never went to Italy, but he owned 
paintings and engravings by Raphael and others. Among his 

in” that the Dutch were found- 

in New Amsterdam that was to become New York, were 

portraits of his family and of some of 
the sturdy persons he saw about him. By 1G31 his work was 
attracting the attention of Amsterdam art loVers, tvho urged 

hrde'itr''" 


In 1^34 Rembrandt married Saskia van Uylenburch, a fair- 
haired girl who sei^-ed as the model for many of his pictures, 
baskia was pretty and charming, bore him several children and 
the center of his life until her death in 1642. During those 

had many pupils and numerous commissions, 
ed his large home with a wonderful collection of armor. 



costumes, books, and works of art, which was later sold to his 
creditors for a very small sum. Following Sasklas death, bad 
days befell the artist. His best work was no longer recognized, 
yet his powers were at their height. Debts were ever present, 
and in 1634 he was involved in scandal when a child was born 
to his housekeeper, Hendrickje Stoffels. In 1636 he was de- 
clared bankrupt, and after the sale of his home, he retired with 
Hendrickje and his son Titus to an obscure part of the city, 
where he lived, poor and forgotten, until his dea.th on October 
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Rembrandt was outstanding in portraiture, both ot indi- 
viduals and of groups. In the first class notable examples are 
the Man zt'ith a Magnifying Glass; The Man with a Gold 
Helmet; a portrait of Hendrickje at the Metropolitan Museum; 
endless portraits of himself; several of Titus, his son; and one 
of an old woman, now at Leningrad. Among the group pictures 
are the masterpieces: The Anatomy Lesson; Sortie of the 
Banning Cock Comfyany (better known as The Night Watch); 
the Jewish Bride; and The Syndics of the Draper^s Guild. Rem- 
brandt also executed numerous paintings with mythological 
and religious subjects which reveal his mastery over dramatic 
light and shade, and deep feeling; of his landscapes, one of the 
best known is The Mill. In addition Rembrandt was probably 
the most wonderful etcher in the history of art. Among his 
etchings arc: Three Trees; Burgomaster Six; Christ Preaching; 
The Three Crosses; Christ Healing the Sick, known as the 
‘ Hundred Guilder Print”; and Christ on the Mount of Olives, 


His countless drawings arc an equally important part of his 
great work. They arc sometimes so intense that they fore- 
shadow \’^an Gogh. 


VELASQUEZ 

Diego Rodriguez dc Silva y Velasquez, a Spanish artist who 
helped to lay the foundations of modern painting through 
his supreme rendering of light and scientific approach, and who 
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IS characterized as one of the greatest painters tlic world has 
wer known, was bom in Seville and baptized on June 6, 
as education included language and philosophy, but upon 
his marked display of artistic talent, he received instruction in 
painting. The Water-Carrier is an example of his early work in 
Seville, where he gained position and fame. In 1O23 Vclasqurz 
and his family moved to Madrid, where he enjosed the 
patronage and friendship of King Philip IV for the rest of his 

j M Flemish artist Peter Paul Rubens sisited 

Madrid, and Velasquez tvas appointed by the king to be the 
visitors ^ide among Spain’s art treasures. The next year 
Philip allowed Velasquez to make a trip to Italy, not onb 
continuing his salary, Jiut also giving him money for the 
journey. \ elasquez did some pictures of his own while abroad 
as well ^ making copies of the works of famous Italian artists 
such as Michelangelo and Raphael. 

In 1631 the painter returned to Madrid and continued as the 
court painter of King Philip. He executed many portraits of 
the kmg, members of the royal family, and the court. Durin-s 
this time, known as the middle period of his work, his outstaud'- 
tng pictures m addition to portraits were his great historical 
paintmg The Surrender of Breda, and a religious one The 
^crucifixion. Velasquez made a second visit to Italy with a 
wmmission to make purchases for an academy of art in Spain 
J he pope who receis’ed him with favor, was the subject of a 

ner oTV"'- . t of Velasquez’s third man- 

naindnr 5 ’ " he returned to Spain and to court 

roval household® of canvases of members of the 

a n . The greatest of these is known as Las 

her ma’d Princess Margarita Maria and 

her maids of honor. Phihp made Velasquez a knight in 16 ,0. 

appointment protected the artist from the censorship of 

Ws 1.'” “ *0 continue with 

ior T ’ L ° he was placed in charge of the decorations 

lltt^VTV r'?? r^ Theresa, to 

^uis XIV of France. He returned to Madrid on June cG and 

**"okcn with fever. He died on August 6. iCCo, 
and was buried in the church of San Juan. 
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LOUIS XIV 


Louis XIV, king of France, born on September 5, 1638, was 
known as the Grand Monarque. His reign, which began on 
May 14, 1643, when he was only four years old, is the longest 
one recorded in European history, surpassing even Queen 
Victoria's, and it has been styled the golden age of France. 
At the outset of his rule power lay in the hands of his mother 
and Cardinal Mazarin, the prime minister, who continued the 
work begun by Cardinal Richelieu. The nation was in a state of 
civil war; twice the royal family suffered the humiliating ex- 
perience of flight from Paris. Peace eventually was secured at 
home and abroad and scaled in 166® with the marriage of 
Louis XTV to the Infanta Maria Theresa, daughter of the king 
of Spain. Velasquez, great Spanish artist, handled all the 
details of this wedding as Grand Marshal. After Mazarin’s 
death the courtiers asked Louis who was henceforth to be con- 
sulted about affairs of state, and he replied, “Myself.” The 
famous assertion attributed to him — “I am the state proved 
to be literally true. His most important ministers found them- 
selves under his control. His army had never been defeated; 
his diplomacy triumphed in every corner; France led the 
Continent in art, .science and letters and prospered econom- 
ically. Louis built a magnificent palace at Versailles that cost 
about i'jo,ooo,ooo francs. Although his court was brilliant, 
filled with the learned and artistic geniuses of the day, and 
noted for its good manners, it was a by-word in scandal, pre- 
sided over by a succession of the monarch's mi.stresses. 

In 1667 began the scries of wars that lasted almost through- 
out the reign of Louis XIV. The War of Devolution was fol- 
lowed by the Dutch War. Next Louis revoked the Edict of 
Nantes, an edict by which concessions had been granted to the 
Prostestants in France, and this revocation cost the country 
many of her best citizens and the Protestant alliances in 
Europe which had supported her. The war with the Grand 
Alliance, which lost France some of her frontier provinces, 
was followed by the War of the Spanish Succession. The close 
of this conflict saw France’s humiliation and England’s ascend- 
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'"‘''."1.“'"=^ f™*" dismemberment only by the 
skiU of Louis and his counsellors. 

Fran^rl peaceful but gloomy 

France was burdened with debt, and opposition to the mon- 

son^ hir' lost his eldest son, his oldest grand- 

wb-’ b , He expressed regret for tlie sorrous 

Mar? Th Slory had caused the French people After 

e Mamtenon, a pious woman and under her in 
fluence_ the court lost its gaiety. Louis died on n^ r ' 

tha? bls?^b^l ^ Montesquieu, ‘hhat ^as greate; 


SPINOZA 

"^uch older than IT of groups of men 

whlTwerc Accepted by ^ wandered beyond the limits 

he soon was admonished bv of bis people, and 

bis philosophic exploration h^^^" persi.Med in 

ciders of the synagogue L n„n; . <^>^ 7 mmumK:aied by the 

of his erstwhile co-religionists ^ caused the doors 

and acquaintances were bound toV^^*^ to him. Ilis friends 
Sadly, yet firm in his bclief^t hi ~ '"7 

to wisdom and righteousness SnJn tiic true patli 

native city. ^nteousness, Spmoza accepted exile from Ids 

people, the^^bL/c iLl'^^f^hk ^ banishment from hi.s 
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looked upon the Jewish and Christian religions as the same 
when unreasoning hatred and intolerant prejudice are laid 
aside. This philosophy, the rabbis warned, not only was ^ 
olTcnsc against God, but also would provoke the wrath of the 
Christians, who, in Holland, had hitherto allowed the Jews 
to live in peace. Nevertheless, Spinoza continued his studies 
and his work on his most important volume, Ethics, which he 
did not allow to be published during his lifetime. 

Lca\ ing Amsterdam, he settled in the small town of Rh>ms- 
burg Later he moved to The Hague. In 1668, he i^cceivcd a 
sma^l pension from the estate of a statesman who had been 
impressed by the philosopher’s writings. Among other otters 
that Nvcrc made to liim was that of the chair of philosophy at 
Heidelberg, Germanv, but lie refused them all lest they en- 
danger his independence. Among the slanders and accusations 
that were hurled at him, was the charge that he was an atheist 
and an Epicurean. Spinoza’s life and work answered that and 
other charges, and he continued his pursuit of truth until he 
died on February 21, 1677. 


ISAAC NEWTON 

Sir Isaac Newton, great English physicist, was born m Col- 
sicnvovth on Christmas Day in 1642. When he was twelve he 
was sent to grammar school at Grantham. Here he had a suc- 
cessful fight with an older boy which aroused an ambition to 
excel. Although previously he had taken little interest in his 
books, Newton tlicn rose to the leadership of his class. This 
period of education was short, however. When Isaac was 
fourteen liis mother withdrew him from school to help her. He 
returned in iGGo to prepare for college, and obtained his B.A. 
degree from Trinity College in January of 1665. 

It was a short time after that that the idea of applying the 
]a\NS of gi-avity to the whole universe first occurred to the 
yt)ung scientist, but it was not until 1687 that the Principia, in 
which the theory was presented to the world, was published. 
This delay was caused in part by a lack of scientific data neces- 
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sary for Newtons calculations. The story that his train of 
thought was mduccd by the falling of an apple ca,nc from 
rangois Voltaire, French philosopher and author, tvho heard 
It from Newton s great-niece. Although the discoecrv of uni- 
versal gratntation n-as his most prominent work, his researches 
n light were of tremendous importance to science. His chief 

composi- 
tion of light, wdiich he announced is a combination of various 

ture of aTlThfsf sensations, n hite liglu being a mi.v- 

In 1667 Newton was elected a fellmv of Trinitt- College His 
first reflecting telescope, with which he saiv Jupiter’s satellites 
fpM following year. Four years later he was made a 

ellow of the Royal Society. After the publication of the 

unUru"’’ fif'ered more activel)' into public affairs, 

until by ,699 he was master of the mint, a member of the 
council of the Royal Society and a Foreign Associate of the 
1 rfnch Academy. Queen Anne knighted him on April 15, ,70s 
In his eighty-fifth year Sir Isaac svas presiding over a mcet- 
of the Royal Society when he became ill. He died in 
Kensington on March 20, 1 727, and w as buried in Westminster 


DANIEL DEFOE 

vcmure^smlt' 

or 1661 H^was *'"™" tirn'ii iu London in 16G0 

or 1661. He was an extremely versatile man. Trained for the 

- ^-fo-er. Defoe’s Imy 

mercial institu^t^nn** T I™ ^“■'^^fuufowcd several com- 

“ “"fury later. .Siv DisUn^uhh- 
tng Characters of a Parliament Man denounced stock-jobbers- 

Warand°{.^ f^tinfier gave a vivid picture of the Thirty Years^ 

^ta:;k:d?e\i?rch?r:;^aS 

ShlfZ “ ^«ii-ical pamphlet called The 

test M ay with the Dissenters, was fined and sentenced to 
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stand three days in the pillory. He was so well liked for his 
honesty and manliness, that the populace showered the pillory 
with flowers and drank to his health. Nevertheless he was im- 
prisoned for two years. His Hymn to the Pillory sold in great 
numbers. In 1712 Defoe began to issue The Review, a biweekly 
iournal, marking the beginning of English periodical htcramre 
and suggesting, later, the Taller and the Spectator. To him we 
owe the newspaper interview and the editorial. The first edition 
of Robinson Crusoe appeared on April 25, 17 * 9 - ^ was fol- 
lowed by many other stories including Moll Flanders. Defoe 

died in London in 173 ^* 


JONATHAN smFT 

Jonathan Swift, great English satirist and author of Gulli- 
ver^s Travels, was one of the most tragic figures in eighteenth 
century literature. He was born in Dublin, Ireland, on Novem- 
ber 30, 1667, and entered Trinity College in that city at fifteen. 
Even at that age he was disdainful of regulations and received 
his degree only by special grace. In 1G88 Swift became 
secretary to tlie English statesman and author Sir AVilliam 
Temple, a distant relative. This daily association witli a man 
of culture was profitable to Swift, although he found his 
position so trying, being forced to cat at the .servants’ table, 
that he quarreled with Sir William and left his service. But 
he returned to his post, where he stayed until the statesman’s 
death in 1699. Possibly one of the motives for his return was 
the prc.sencc of a local merchant’s daughter, Esther Johnson, 
whom he called Stella, to whom he was attracted, and who 
loved him deeply. Ilis first prose composition The Battle of 
the Books, written in 1697, betrayed his resentment against life, 
to which he seemed so unable to make an adjustment. 

In 1699 Swift took up residence in Ireland as a preacher and 
soon became a political pamphleteer. Taie of a Tub, published 
in 1704, aroused doubts of his orthodoxy and harmed his 
miru'^terial reputation. As a Tory leader between 1710 and 
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1713 was one of the most important men in politics and 
society. In 1713 he was appointed dean of St. Patrick’s Cathe- 
dral in Dublin, where he remained throughout his life. 

Swift began the Journal to Stella in 1710. lie \vr.)ie to her 
twice a day. In the meantime \'ancssa, a girl who had fallen 
m love with Swift in London, had followed him to Dublin. Ilis 
attentions to boili girls reached a climax when X’ancssa \\’rote 
to Stella. This precipitated a terrific quarrel between X'ancssa 
and Swift, and a few weeks later she died. SwUt married Miss 
Johnson secretly. After some years of great sorrow Stella 
died also. Between these two deaths liic unhappy Io\'cr 
achieved his greatest literary triumpiis. In lya.j the Drafncr 
Letters appeared and next came Gullii'ct^s Trai eh, written as 
a satire on England, but read by children as a fairy tale. During 
his last years he suffered extreme ill health, and insanity pre- 
ceded his death on October 19, 1745. He was buried in his 
cathedral in the same vault with Stella. He left all liis property 
to found an asylum for the insane. 


EMANUEL SWEDENBORG 

Emanuel Swedenborg was a Swedish scientist, philosopher, 
and religious mystic, born at Stockholm, January 29, iGSB. He 
toured Europe for several years, coming home in 1715 to 
evote himself to science and engineering. The king of Sweden 
appointed him in 1716 as assessor on the board of mines and 
two years later he invented some military machines. He was far 
ahead ^ his tirne m many fields. His work in ecology alone 
would have made him famous. In physics he anticipated the 
work of the German philosopher Immanuel Kant. Sweden- 
borg invented an ear-trumpet and a flying machine. He knew 
that the latter needed improving before it would fly, saying: 

f^erhaps m time to come some one might know how better to 
uti ize our sketch and cause some addition to be made so as to 
accomplish that which we can only suggest.” 

In 1745 a great change came over the scientist. He turned to 
spiritual matters, had visions, said that God had appeared to 
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him and chosen him to reveal divine truth. S\vedcnborg did 
not attempt to preach, but urote his message to the world in 
his books, of which Divine Love and Wisdom is the most com- 
prehensive. He died in London, March 29, 1772. 


PETER THE GREAT 

Peter I, cm|>cror of Russia, called Peter the Great, was a 
paradoxical personality. He was described as having been at 
heart profoundly religious, but many of his actions were savage 
and coarse. Personally he was addicted to the lowest vices, a 
man whose rages and loves were of extreme intensity. As a ruler 
he worked sincerely for what he believed to be the improve- 
ment of Russia. Peter was born on May 30, 1672. His earliest 
teacher uas later the court fool. During a rebellion in 1682 
Peter saw his uncle murdered by a mob, and one of his own 
friends was torn from his side and hacked to pieces. These 
outrngets were probably responsible for the convulsions from 
whicli lie later suffered. Tliis was the year in which he became 
czar. 

Peter was not interested at first in being czar. He loved ship- 
building, ship-sailing, drilling and sham fights, and under the 
guidance of a Swiss adventurer, Francois Lefort, he was 
initiated into dissipations and immoralities. A year after his 
marriage, he practically deserted his wife. Peter soon saw that 
Russia was way behind the rest of Europe. He therefore built 
an army and a navy and when they were strong enough he took 
Azov, an important fortress, from the Turks. In 1697 he set out 
on a trip through Europe, learning such things as gunnery, 
shipbuilding, anatomy, engraving and army organization. 
Wherever he went he engaged experts to take home with him. 
He was recalled to Russia by a revolt, which he put down with 
extreme severity. Then he began to introduce western habits 
into Russian life. Many of his subjects bitterly resented some 
of his reforms, which included making his people w’ear 
European clothes, cutting their beards (he personally clipped 
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those of his chief nobles), freeing the women from Asiatic 
seclusion, sending young Russians abroad, and making indus- 
trial and political improvements. One of his most shocking 
acts was the crowning of his consort, for a woman had nc\cr 

been crowned in Russia, and Catherine I was only a peasant 
and a servant. 

Peter was not satisfied until he had secured a seaboard for 
Russia. This he did at Sweden’s expense, acquiring the Ralii» 
provinces, and the foundations for Saint Petersburg. Rus^a's 
new capital and first real port, were laid in 1703. In the mean- 
time, he had lost his gains in Turkey. In 1724 he had an attack 
of paroxysms and died on January 28, 1723. 


JOHANN SEBASTIAN BACH 

Johann Sebastian Bach, one of the founders of polyphonic 

music, came of a family of noted musicians. He was born at 

Eisenach, Saxe- Weimar, Germany, on March 21, 1685. Nearby 

was the Wartburg, the castle associated with Luther and with 

Wagner, Orphaned at the age of ten, he went to live with an 

elder brother whose envy of the boy’s musical precocity caused 

bitter friction between them. In order to circumvent his 

brother s vigilant interference with his study, Bach had to resort 

to stratagems such as transcribing harpsichord scores by the 

light of the moon, after he had supposedly gone to sleep. This 
severely strained his eyes. 

When Bach was fifteen he was thrown on his own resources 
by the death of his brother. Obtaining a place in the choir of a 
school at Luneburg, he managed to support himself and extend 
his musical education. By intensive study he mastered violin, 
clavichord, organ and composition. In the course of his career 
he made numerous changes in position while he developed ns 
instrumentalist and composer, seeking always the perfection 
that he felt he could never attain. He served in various posts 
at the court of the Duke of Weimar, at the court of Pi incc 
opold, of Anhalt-Cdthen, at St. Thomas’s church school in 
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Leipzig, and at the court of Dresden, capital of Saxony, It 
was at the latter place that he WTOte his Masses and other 
religious pieces, and at Leipzig he achieved his greatest fame 
as an organist. 

Bach was a deeply religious family man. He had seven chil- 
dren by his first wife, a cousin. A year after her death in 1720, 
he married a young woman with a good soprano voice, and had 
thirteen more children. Several of his sons also became 
musicians. His concern for the proper religious training of his 
offspring caused him, on one occasion, to give up a lucrative 
post and transfer to an inferior one. This religious outlook was 
reflected also in his music; for music to him was a means of 
worship. Among his compositions were the Brandenburg Con- 
ccrios, the Saint John Passion, the Saint Matthew Passion, the 
\Vcll~Tcyni)crcd Clavichord, and the B Afinor Afass. 

A high point in his career was his visit, in 1747, after re- 
peated invitations, to the court of Frederick the Great, who 
received him with great honor. The king, had a collection of 
pianos which Bach was asked to try out. Two years after that, 
the composer’s sight began to fail and soon he was completely 
blind. He died on July 28, 1750, at Leipzig. 


GEORG FRIEDRICH HANDEL 

The composer Georg Friedrich Handel, who was born in 
Saxony, Germany, on February 23, 1683, would have become 
a lawyer if his elderly father had had his way. His passion for 
music was severely discouraged, and he was forbidden the use 
of musical instruments. Nevertheless, he managed to hide a 
small clavichord in the garret and practiced upon it at night 
when the family was asleep. After a duke had heard him play 
and put in a word for him, he was finally permitted to study 
music. In 1710 he made his first visit to England and was 
eventually naturalized as a British subject. Fie became blind 
in 1752, but remained active until his death in London on 
April 14, 1759. He was buried in Westminster Abbey. 

Handel (or Handel) ^vz^s described as a large, ungainly per- 
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son with coarse appetites, a rough manner and a vicious 
temper. But his lieart was kind, and he was undoubiediv a 
genius, even though some of his works exhibited natrranr 
plagiarism. His compositions include more than uvo score 
operas and much sacred music, especially oratorios, of wliidi 
the most famous is iiis oratorio The Messiah, written in t!.e 
incredibly short period of twenty-three days. The Il’u/cr Mu^ic 
is almost equally well known. 


FREDERICK THE GREAT 

Frederick If, known as Frederick the Great, was a king of 
Prussia. He was born on January 24, 1712. His childhood was 
so unhappy that he attempted to flee to England. He ^^■as 
caught and not only barbarously treated by Itis father, but jI.so 
forced to watch the execution of a friend who lud lielped liim 
to escape. His father finally gave him the town of Rlu-iusberg 
where he devoted hfs lime to study until he became king at 
his father’s death on May 31, 1740. He was a xolumi.mus 
writer and corresponded with the French philosopher \’oltairc 
whom he admired greatly. ^ 

Frederick’s reign was marked by the tltrec Silesian AVars as 
well as several lesser conflicts. During the intervals of peace he 
improved domestic conditions. The great .stroke of his foreign 
policy was the formation of the Confederation of German 

been'^'iMr.'t' ' '**'''■ *’'" kingdom l,.,d 

hahL f I."'’''.-!-''! in- 

habitants and more than 70,000,000 Prussi.m doll.irs. It liad .m 

army of 200 000 men, credit with all European powers and a 

reputation for industry wenltU • i' i • i i ■ 

lo.Ci .k c 1 • wealth and .science. I rcdcrick had 

laid the foundations of militaristic Germany. 


CATHERINE THE GREAT 

Catherine II^ empress of Russia, known as Catherine the 
reat, was born a German princess on May 2, 1729. Tier 

79 



betrothal to Grand Duke Peter of Russia failed as a diplomatic 
intrigue, but Peter’s aunt, the Empress Elizabeth, liked the girl, 
and the marriage "was arranged any\\’ay. She became Peter’s 
bride on August 21, 1745. Her married life was miserably 
unhappy, for Peter was abnormal both physically and mentally, 
and Catherine despised him. She endured her marriage and 
kept peace with Elizabeth only for the power that would be 
hers as a result. Her private life was a scandal, and when, 
after ten years, she had a son, Paul, the chief reason he was 
accepted as Peter’s ^vas because of the strong resemblance 
between them. When Peter became czar at the death of 
Elizabeth, he threatened to divorce Catherine, declare Paul 
illegitimate and marry his mistress. Catherine, however, had 
her friends, and Peter ^\■as unpopular with the people. He was 
strangled, probably by Gregory Orlov, one of her lovers, and 
.iftcr bis death Catherine ruled supreme from 1762 to 1796. 

The administrative abilltv of this woman stands in contrast 
to the immorality of her private life. Her numerous love affairs 
were secondary to her political and intellectual life; she ban- 
ished any one of her lovers who aspired to marry her. She read 
prodigiously and catried on a \ oluminous correspondence with 
the rulers of other countries and with learned men of the day, 
including the French philosopher \'oItaire. Her conversation 
was rcpoiicd to have been even more brilliant than her letters. 
She began writing a history of Russia and composed numerous 
comedies and talc«. Tn order to bnd time for all of her interests 
she arose at five o'clock, made her own fire, and often worked 
fifteen hours a day. 

Catherine’s administration of Russia was in many ways a 
beneficent one, especially in the early years of her reign. But 
serfdom was increased rather than lessened, and many favors 
went to the nobility. She attempted to impose Western ideas 
and culture on her people until after the French Revolution, 
when she even prohibited the sale of French books in Russia. 
Her foreign policy resulted in a large increase in Russia’s 
territory. Her c.xtravagant and corrupt court made her un- 
popular in Europe during the latter part of her life. She died 
of an attack of apoplexy on November 10, 1796. 
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VOLTAIRE 


My trade is to say what I think/’ said \ oliaiic; and what 

the laughing philosopher" had to say made kings and popes 

hsten—and tremble. Francois Marie Arouct, known to us as 

Voltaire, was born at Chatenay, in the environs of Paris, on 

November 21, 1694. Educated by the Jesuits, he learned 

skepticism along with his religion. When lie was twcnty-tliree 

he was imprisoned in the Bastille for an insult lie had uttered 

apinst the royal court. One of the first things he asked tor in 

the Bastille was Homer’s poetry. In prison he wrote Ilinruidi . 

a long epic poem in which Henry I\' tells Queen Elizabeth the 

story of Protestant persecution. Soon after iiis release he scored 

a great success with CEdipe, a tragic drama. Arrested again in 

1726 for his outspokenness, he was exiled, passing three vears 
in England. 

Back in Paris, he once more dominated its salons. In 17',^ 

however, publication of his Letters on the EnoUsh caused a’ 

furore and he was forced to flee. Taking with him another 

man’s wife, the Marquise du Chateiet— a" scholarly lady who 

for fourteen years was to be not onl> his mistress but also an 

intellectual companion and rivai—he fled to Lorraine. In 

1746, having found it safe to return to Paris, ho was elected 

to membership in the French Academy. During the next few 

years he wrote many of his celebrated no\clcitos, Zadis and 
La Microrncgas among them. 

In 1750 depressed by the death of l,i> n.i.trcss tlic year 

before, and seeking solace in diversion, !io acccptetl an invi- 
tation from Frederick the Great for him to come to the Prus- 
Sian court. There he enjoyed almost idyllic surroundiiigs for 
three years. Then leaving his host, he set out for his bcloted 
Pans, only to find, on his way, that he had been exiled again, 
this time because of h.s most ambitious, most da.ing woik^ the 
Essay on the Morals and the Spirit of Nalions—ptobobW the 
hrst philosophy of history, in whicli he had attempted to 

analyze the natural causation behind the development of tlie 
European mind. 

At Femey, just inside the Swiss border, where he settled, lie 
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wrote Candide, collaborated in the writing of the Encyclopedia, 
and wrote his Philosophical Dictionary. Then began a period in 
which he wrote countless pamphlets and leaflets assailing the 
bigotry and intolerance of the church. In his eighty-fourth year 
he returned to Paris once more and was greeted by enthusiastic 
multitudes. There he died on May 30, 1778, having had a large 
share in laying the foundation for both the American and 
French revolutions. 


JEAN JACQUES ROUSSEAU 

The French revolutionary philosopher, Jean Jacques Rous- 
seau, was born in Geneva, Switzerland, on June 28, 1712. He 
launclied himself into the business world as a notary’s helper 
and then was apprenticed to an engraver from whom he ran 
away and fled from Geneva. 

Next came an extraordinary scries of experiences which he 
recounts in his Confessions. He tells how, in the course of his 
wanderings, he became associated with a pretty young widow, 
Madame do Warens. Eventually he was established in her 
home as her lover. In 1738 he made a trip to Montpellier for 
his health and became involved in a new romantic affair. AVhen 
he rciiirncd to Madame dc Warens, he found his place occu- 
pied by another. After a few more years of varied experiences 
Rovisseau went to Paris. He managed to make a living by 
copying music and doing secretarial work, and once more he 
set up a domestic establishment, this time with his mistress, 
Thcresc le Vasscur. She was not attractive in any way that his 
friend^ could discover, and she had a mother whom Rousseau 
detested, but apparently he was happy witli her. Five children 
born to lliem were turned over to a foundling hospital — a 
curious fact in view of his writings on education and Ids preach- 
ings on the domestic virtues. 

Rousseau made his literary mark with a contest essay whose 
subject was supposed to have been the eilcct of civilization on 
manners. He wrote on the superiority of the savage state and 
won the prize. In 1756 Rousseau was established in a cottage, 
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A Here he wrote a iior el, 

^LlT 7 /’ mtentions of 

another woman, Madame d’Hondetot. The Social Contract 

and £m,/. appeared in ,762. These three books anecred a 

him “'“"y cliurch and the government persecuted 

AAn"*"! He went to 

England, where he began his Confessions, and continued writing 

them on his return to France in 17G7. 

It IS doubtful that Rousseau was wholly sane during the 
last ten or fifteen years of his life. He was obsessed witirfears 
of secret enemies and worried by ThcTcsc's alTcction for a 
stable boy. Reveries, written at this time, reveals him as a 
mournful spirit, repulsing all his old friends, taking solitary 
walks. Apoplexy was given as the cause of his death on July 
2, 1770. although rumors were circulated that he was a suicide. 


JOHN WESLEY 

In 1738 John Wesley, the English clergyman who founded 
Methodism, organized a group for week-day religious meetings 
which was named the “United Society.” The inception of 
Methodism is generally dated from the beginning of this 
society We.sley eventually became the sole leader of those who 

Aoim’'^ life 'o 'I'e 

fhanA^rl”'^^*'^'^^'^"' inspired by the sermons of Jona- 

A was rfheT States. By , 700 

.20,oA. ^ ■nembcr.ship of 

Wesley’s travels as an itinerant preacher to the poor, during 

age foritl ^ ■"‘‘de on horseback until 

while r^ k ™h-° “ .‘^"■■‘ngc. He studied, read and wrote 

while making his trips, including in his literary output mis- 

to aT grammars and biographies 

He wa^ I ™ ^nd medicine. 

He was described as a good talker and a charming man who 

ver ill at ease, and his numerous friends were found 



among all classes. Wesley was born at Epworth, Lincolnshire, 
on June 17, 1703, and died in London on March 2, 1791. 


SAMUEL JOHNSON 

Samuel Johnson's formal schooling ended wlicn poverty 
forced him to leave college in 1731 without a degree, but his 
remarkable common sense and serious mind made him a lexi- 
cographer, essayist, and critic, and — for over twenty-five 
years — dictator of English literature. Johnson went to London 
in 1737. His Life of Richard Savage, a struggling poet friend, 
appeared in 1744, followed by a play, Irene, in 1749. He began 
tlic Rambler, a semi-weekly periodical, in i7',o and five years 
later published a Dictionary of the English Language. Its 
etymologies were untrustworthy but he illustrated words with 
such apt quotations that he became famous as a lexicographer. 
Still he was always in debt. The Idler, a publication similar 
to the Ratnbler, appeared in 1758. He wrote the novel Rasselas 
‘ in the evenings of a week” to pay his mother's funeral ex- 
penses. 

1763 Johnson met James Boswell, who later wrote his 
biography; and soon after Johnson was one of the founders of 
the Literary Club, which included poets, historians, and the 
best talkers of the day. Johnson himself was known as a brilliant 
conversationalist. His literary career closed in 1781 with Lives 
of the Poets. He was born in Lichfield on September 18, 1709, 
and died in London on December 13, 1784. He was buried in 
AVestminster Abbey. 


JAMES WATT 

James Watt was a Scottish inventor who in 1765 discovered 
a practical steam engine that would work. Watt was a man of 
many interests and had many friends. 

He was bom at Greenock, Scotland, January i, 1736* 
Apprenticed to an instrument maker in London, he returned to 


Scotland and was appointed constructor of ni.ahcm.uic\.I in- 
struments in the University of 'Glasgow. While holding this 
position he made his great discovery. After his death on 
August 19, 1819, near Birmingham, England, a friend wrote 
that It would be dimcult to estimate the value of the l)cnc(it< 
which this invention had conferred upon the country. “It h.is 
increased indefinitely the mass of Inirnan comforts and eniov- 
ments, and rendered cheap and accessible, all over the world, 
tie materials of wealth.” Watt, a poor man himself, entered 
mto partnership with a capitalist and set up works near 
uirmingham for the manufacture of engines. By the end of the 
eighteenth century they were as common as windmills. In 1817 
Watt visited Scotland for the last time. In his eighty-second 
year he invented a machine for copying sculpture. 


DANIEL BOONE 


l 


Although the character of Danied Boone, the pioneer and 
frontiersman, is described by the more conservative as being 
very different from that attributed to him in some sensational 
bio^aphies, his life was marked by sufficient adventures and 
hairbreadth escapes from Indians to give rise to the Daniel 
oone legend. He was born in Pennsylvania on February 11, 
*735> ‘ind went with his family to South Carolina about 1748. 
-ie received only a meager education, and as a boy was fond 
of hunting and adventure. He married in 17.-. 

Boone became interested in Kentucky and embarked upon au 
exploratory cxpediUon in 1769, After his companions l.ad been 
scalped by the Indians, Boone was left alone in the wilderness 
while his brother Squire returned to South Carolina for food 
and supplj^es. During this period Boone passed ttvo years auav 
from his home, neither tasUng bread or salt nor seeing any 
human beings except his traveling companions and the Indians 
in 1773 Boone moved with his family to southwestern Virginia 
and the next year he undertook to rescue a pany of surveyors 
supposed to be held by the Indians in the Kentucky wilderness. 

85 


Four years later Boone and some friends were captured by the 
Indians while on a hunting expedition. All the others were 
ransomed, but the Indians refused to allow Boone his freedom. 
He was adopted by the Indian Chief after a painful but 
harmless ritual. He succeeded in making his escape in time to 
warn the settlers of Boonesborough of an impending Indian 
raid. Squire was killed by the Indians on another expedition 
in 1780, and Boone narrowly eluded them by shooting the 
Indian dog tliat was trailing him. Upon another occasion the 
intrepid adventurer effected his escape by blinding four armed 
Indians with tobacco juice. 

^Vhcn Kentucky was admitted to the Union, many families, 
including Boone's, lost tlicir property through defective titles. 
Indignantly tlic Boones left for Missouri, where again there 
was trouble about the title to land. His wife died in 1813, and 
later he made his own coffin, which he kept under his bed 
until his death on September 26, 1820. He was the father of 
nine children, one of whom, Enoch, was the first white male 
child born in Kentucky. 


BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

Benjamin Franklin's occupations were almost encyclopedic: 
printer, journalist, philanthropist, scientist, inventor, statesman, 
and diplomat. The fifteenth child of a tallow-chandler, he was 
born in Boston, on January 17, 1706. At an early age he was 
apprenticed to his brother, proprietor of a print-shop and news- 
paper. In 1723, now an experienced printer, he left home, pass- 
ing a year in Philadelphia and two years in London before 
settling in the former city where, in 1730, he formed a 
common-law union with Deborah Read. 

By that time Franklin had become sole owner of the news- 
paper, the Pennsylvania Gazette, which he had helped to 
found. Poor Richard's . Almanack, first published in 1732, 
added further to his fame. He ^vas active in various civic and 
social projects such as the founding of the American Phil- 
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osophical Society, the establishment of a public library-, and of 

what later became the University of Pcnns\ !\-ania. Ho found 

time also to experiment in the fields of science and x-.iutc 
many articles on liis findings. 

Concurrently with his oiher activities, rranklin hehl public 
offices such as clerk (later, member) of the ]'onii>vl\-ania 
Assembly, and deputy postmaster at Philadelphia. In i;-- ho 
was chosen to represent his colony on admini.trati\,- mauors at 
die court of King George III. This, and a suli>Cfmoiu misdon, 
kept him in London for sixteen years dm in- whidi ho al,u 
assumed the representation of other colonies. publisJied a small 
newspaper and continued his scientific studies. 

He returned to America in 1771, a confirmed patriot, 
strongly supporting the ensuing war for indepondonce. .\s a 
member of the Continental Congress, lie hcl])ed to o.sialilish the 
new government. He also ^^■as one of the drafiors of tiie 
Declaration of Independence. Later he was an on\(.y at Paris 
where he procured financial assistance for the states .itui made 
a profound im]n-ossion upon the ITonch, and at London 
he helped to negotiate the peace treaty. As mcmiier of the 
Constitutional Convention and as president of Pennsylvania, 
he actively participated, despite failing health, in political 
affairs almost to the day of his death, which occurred on April 

* 7 . 1790. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON 

F.ither of his country and leader of its revolutionary stru^lc 
for mdependcncc. George Washington was distinguished Toss 
by the brilliancy of his talents than by his judicious and 
temperate approach to problems. He helped to weld into 
unity the diverse elements which formed the United States. 
Uongress unanimously said of him five days after his death- 
i'irst in war, first in peace and first in the hearts of his 

countrymen.” 

He was born in Virginia on February 22, 1732, the son of a 
prosperous landowner. His education was scanty. At fifteen, 
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an orphan, he left school and went to live with his half-brother, 
Lawrence, who had inherited their father’s estate. There he 
became a sur\’eyor. During the French and Indian War he 
entered the militia and eventually became commandcr-in-chief 
of all Virginia forces. In 1759 he married the widow Martha 
Dandridge Custis, and settled down at the family estate at 
Mount Vernon which he had by then inherited from his 
brother. 

lie had been a member of the Virginia legislature, and in 
1774 he was elected a delegate to the First Continental Con- 
gress. Comparatively unknown, he was chosen, nevertheless, 
comniandcr-in-chicf of the Colonial forces when it was decided 
to figlit for independence. He swiftly organized his army and in 
March, i77(>, they drove the British out of Boston. Thereafter 
he won no major battle until the surrender of the English army 
under Cornwallis, at Vorktown, on October 19, 1781. But it 
was his inspiring leadership and great resourcefulness that won 
the war. 

In 1789 ho was called again to lead his country, this time as 
its first rresident. For eight years he scr\-cd in this capacity, 
trying to chart tiic course of a new state. Bitterly abused by 
some, as in the case of America's relations with the First 
Republic of France, lie held conscientiously to his tasks. It was 
with relief that he retired finally in 1797 to his home at Mount 
Vernon where he died on December 14, 1799. 


ALEXANDER HAMILTON 

Alexander Hamilton, the ideological founder of the Re- 
publican party in the United States, was born at Charles Town, 
in the British West Indies, on January' ii, i7f)7. He was the 
natural son of a Scotch merchant whose failure in business 
caused Alexander to go to work at the age of twelve. Within 
two years, however, the boy proved himself capable of manag- 
ing the counting-house for which he worked. With the aid of 
friends and relatives he was soon able to continue his education 
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m Amcnca. In 1772 he arrived at Boston and two vrars later 

he was ready to enter King’s College, New York Citv (now 

Columbia University), where he achieved a brilliant record as 
a student. 

^ Almost irnmcdiatcly Hamilton began to take an active part 
in the colonial struggle for independence. When liic Revolu- 
tionary War broke out he had already earned a national reputa- 
tion by his speeches and pamphlets. Having obtained a 
captaincy m the Colonial Army, he .steadily acKance.l and 
ultimately became a lieutenant-colonel and aide-de-c.unp to 
George Washington. When the fighting ceased, lie resigned his 
commission and began the study of law. ^\•ithin five montlis he 
was admitted to practice. It was but a short time before he was 
playing a leading role in the new government. He originated a 
new sptem of taxation for the states and, as a member of the 
Constitutional Convention, helped to draw up that document 
Cater he was largely responsible for New York's ratification 
Hamilton reached the height of his political career as secre- 
tary of the treasury jn Washington's Cabinet. His policies, 
which brought him into constant and bitter conflict with 
Thomas JeflFerson, the secretary of state, tended away from the 
democratic ideals which had inspired the revolution. Neverthe- 
less he established the foundations of an orderly fiuancial 
system. After his resignation from the Cabinet in 179^-,, he re- 
timed his successful practice of law. In 1801 he founded the 
New \ 01^ Evemng Post, mainly as an organ for the propa- 
gation of his political beliefs. It was in the course of his 
political activities that he earned the enmity of Aaron Burr 
who engaged him m a duel. Hamilton, mortallv stricken, died 
on the day following the encounter, July 12, 1804. 


THOMAS JEFFERSON 

Third President of the United States and founder of the 
Uemocratic Party, Thomas Jefferson was one of the truly great 
liberals of modern times. He was born on April 13. 1713, at 
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Shadwell, Virginia, then part of the frontier wilderness. He 
studied at home and then at the College of ^VilIiam and 
Mary. AVhen he was twenty-three he was admitted to the bar. 
Seven years later he abandoned his practice witii a tidy fortune 
and a profound dislike for lawyers, and settled down to the life 
of an independent country gentleman. 

JcfTcrson's interest in public affairs, however, never per- 
mitted him to enjoy his retirement. He had been elected a 
member of the \'irginia House of Burgesses and, as colonial 
problems became acute, he took an increasingly active part in 
the movement for independence. Ilis suggestions to \'irginia 
delegates to the Continental Congicss were published in a 
pamphlet entitled A Summary J'icw of the Rights of America, 
and placed him among the foremost leaders of the revolution; 
in England he was singled out for special prosecution, and in 
America his associates chose him to draft the Declaration of 
Independence. 

Resigning his seat in the Congress, Jefferson turned his 
attention to the formulation of a constitution for his native 
Virginia. Many of his ideas were incorporated in that docu- 
ment; otlicrs were included in the statutes years later. In 1779 
he was elected governor of \’irginia. In 1783, again in Congress, 
he headed a committee appointed to consider the treaty of 
peace with England. In the following year he went to Fr.ance 
as minister of the new American government and served with 
great success. 

As secretary of state in the Cabinet of George Washington 
he promulgated the ideals of democracy around which the 
Democratic Party was built, and which led to his election in 
1800 as President of the United States. lie left the presidency 
after two terms and devoted jKirt of his remaining years to the 
establishment of the University of \’irginia, which he con- 
sidered one of his most important works. He died on July 4, 
1826, at Monlicello, the home he had built himself. The 
epitaph, which he had chosen, reads: “Here was buried 
Thomas JefTcrson, author of the Declaration of American 
Independence, of the statute of Virginia for religious freedom, 
and father of the University of Virginia.” 
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PATRICK HENRY 


Patrick Henry, American statesman, was t3orn in X'irginia on 
May 29, 1736. With but a common sdiool education, lie began 
working early, as a fanner and later as a storeke. per. lie mar- 
ried when he was eighteen. Three years later he betran to study 
law, at which he was immediately successful. In ^767 he xeas 
elected to tlio \’irginia legislature. There and at the Coniincn- 
tal Congresses he won a leading position among American 
patriots by his bold and eloquent speeches. It was in the Mate- 
legislature that Henry electrified the assemblage witii a speech 
m which he declared that “Caesar had his Urutus, Charles the 
First his Cromwell, and George the Third— may profit by their 
examp^.” It was Henry, also, who first spoke the uft-quoted 
line, Give me liberty or give me death. ’ 

After the Revolutionary War, Henry championed a more 
conservative policy and urged defeat of the new eonstitution. 
He had twice been governor of the state of Virginia and long 
had been an important figure in his state's politics. In 1789, 
after the constitution had been adopted in spite of his opposi- 
tion, he returned to the practice of law, retiring finally in 170.1. 
He died on June 6, 1799. 


THOMAS PAINE 

propagandist, was borti in 
= 9 ’. ‘ 737 - In 1774 !>c sailed for America 
p 1 y ‘^‘^^rne active in the mosement for indc|)ondcncc. 
In January, 1776, he wrote a pampldet, Common Sense, advo- 
cating militant opposition to the Crown. “These are the times 
that t.7 mens souls were the sonorous opening words of a 
second pamphlet. His usefulness throughout the Revolution 
later was recognized by the Continental Congress. 

In 1787, he returned to Europe. When his book on T/ie 
of Man, a prophetic book on democracy, dedicated to 
Washington, made it necessary for him to flee from England, 
lie confined his activities to France where he was elected to 
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the National Convention, the legislative body of the new First 
Republic. But his popularity did not last long. Opposing the 
execution of the king brought about his imprisonment for a 
year. On his way to prison he was able to hand a friend the 
manuscript of his Age of Reason, an attack on established 
religion. In 1802 he returned to America. Poor, ill, dissipated 
and drunk, he died in New York on June 8, 1809. 


PAUL REVERE 

The role in American history of Paul Revere, patriot and 
hero of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's poem The Midnight 
Ride of Paul Revere, was much more important than is gen- 
erally known. The messenger galloping through the New 
England countryside to warn his neighbors of the advance of 
British troops was but a small part of his busy life. There were 
other rides in the interest of liberty besides the famous one of 
the ‘^eighteenth of April, in Seventy-five.'’ There were other 
activities as a member of the revolutionary group, the Sons of 
Liberty. In addition Revere was a silversmith, dentist, engraver, 
merchant, and family man. He manufactured gunpowder and 
cannons and mastered the art of bell-casting, .\ftcr the Rc\'0- 
lulion his primary interest was the manufacture of ships’ metal 
parts, and in 1801 he embarked on what was one of his greatest 
services to his country: the founding of a rolling mill for 
making the copper hull sheathing of ships. He had made the 
copper and brass parts for the first six ships of the American 
Navy, of which the Constitution (familiarly known as Old 
Ironsides) was the most famous. After the building of the 
rolling mill, the Constitution was re-coppered with metal from 
Reverc's mill. In his later years Revere was closely associated 
with Robert Fulton in making copper boilers for a new type 
of boat which Fulton called the steamship. 

Paul Revere, born in Boston in 1735, was the son of a French 
immigrant silversmith, Apollos Rivoire. Paul received some 
formal education but was apprenticed at an early age in his 
father's business. He participated in the Boston Tea Party 
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(’ 773 ) ai'd the next day began a trip on horseback to carry the 
news of the incident to Philadelphia and Xew ^ork. A year 
later he rode sixty miles through snow to delit er a ttarning of 
e impending arrival of British reinforcements at Fort William 
and Mary. On the strength of this warning the fort was t.iken 
V the Americans. Revere served on a committee whose duiv 
was to watch the movements of the British, and on an April 
night in 1775, after receiving the signal of two lanterns hone i„ 
the steeple of the old North Church in Boston-a signal tt hich 
meant that the British were moving by sc.i— he heg.m his ride 
to warn the countryside that the enemy was coming. In 

eigl t children. After Sara’s death in ,773 he married Rachel 

Walker and increased his family by eight more. Paul Revere 
aied on bunday, May lo, i8i8. 


NATHAN HALE 

Nathan Hale’s famous last words— “I only regret that I 
have but one life to lose for my country”— «erc' uttered on 
Sunday. September 22, 1776, w-hen he ivas about to be handed 
by the British as a spy. Had it not been for the Amcric.ui 
Revolution, this distinguished patriot would probably have 
been a minister instead of a soldier. Flc teas born at Coventry 

whRhtrdm™ 

vcloned into T '’b "ould live, he de- 

Ind outdoor I f >'bbng man, fond of athletic sports 

and outdoor life and eager to make a mark in his studies. In 

1773 be was graduated with highest honors from Yale Uni- 

vers ty, where due to his grace and charm of manner he was 

popular with bo h students and faculty. After his graduation 

vLTm of seience, de- 

voted much time to studying, and looked fonvard to a promi- 

mg career. ^ 

of Tn*' ’‘‘’’■’’Pt termination with the outbreak 

of the American Revolution. Hale teas one of the first to 

arouse the people to action and immediately enrolled as a 
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volunteer. Early in the conflict he was made a captain for his 
frallantry and when the men in his company wanted to return 
home at ’the end of their time, he ofTcred them his months 
pay if they would stay a month longer. \Vhilc stationed in 
New York he executed a bold feat, ^^hth the aid of a few 
picked volunteers Hale boarded a British sloop loaded with 
provisions in the East River, imprisoned the guard .^d de- 
livered the food to the hungry men of his army. When General 
George \Vaslungton made known his need for a man to enter 
the British lines and obtain needed information. Hale volun- 
teered for the mission, although he knew that capmre meant 
ignominious death as a spy. Disguised as a schoolteacher m 
search of employment, he succeeded in getting behind the 
British lines and learning the necessary facts. He had reached 
a comparatively safe point on his return journey when he was 
seized by the British. A Tory cousin recognized and betrayed 
him. The information he carried concealed between the soles 
of his .shoes convicted him as a spy. He was denied the conso- 
" lalions of a minister and a Bible, and the letters he wrote to his 
family were destroyed in his presence. The excuse which the 
British gave for this action was that “it was necessary that the 
rebels never know that they had a man who could die with such 

firmness.” 


JOHN PAUL JONES 

Among the many immortal sayings left by John Paul Jones, 
first of America’s great sea fighters, none is better remembered 
than his reply to the British captain who asked for his sur- 
render: “I have not yet begun to fight.” It was reported that 
never in his career did he have adequate ships, supplies or men, 
that his accomplishments were the result of his own skill, 
courage aiul devotion to the cause he served. 

This famous seaman was born in Scotland on July 6, 1747- 
His name was John Paul, the Jones being added later. He 
became a sailor at the age of twelve. He was a lieutenant m 
the Continental navy when he raised the first naval flag of an 
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American squadron, emblazoned widi a rattlcMiako an<! bear- 
ing the words: Don t tread on me. Jones was a captain wlien 
he hoisted tlie first Stars and Stripes that c\t r Ik-w from tiie 
peak of an American man-of-war, and iliis llag rcceiwd friun 
the French fleet the first fornml icc(i‘.;nititin c'\'ei' eisen !)V a 
foreign fleet to the United States in a salute to the .Ameriran 
flag. After the American Revolution Jones ser\rd under 
Catherine of Russia. Upon Iea\-iiig lier navv. he Ji\-ed f^r two 
years in Paris, wlicrc lie died on July i8, 1702. 


JOHN l^IARSHALL 

John Marshall, characterized as tlic greatest of the ciiiof 
justices of tlic Supreme Court and the best expounder of the 
Constitution, was born in A^irginia on September aq, 
Marshall was taught at Iiome by liis father and mother. His 
introduction to law came at William and Mary College, where 
he enrolled near the end of the Rc\'oIutionai)’ War, after 
having served as a captain. He was admitted to the bar before 
the war was over. He became a leading lawyer and a member 
of the Virginia legislature, where he was extremely influential 
in bringing about the adoption of the Constitution. 

Marshall served his country on a special mission to France 
and in 1799 was elected to Congress. The following year he 
was appointed Secretary of State, and in 1801, under President 
Jefferson, he became Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, a 
position he held for the remaining thirty-four years of his life. 
Among his famous eases was the trial of Aaron Burr for Iiigli 
tieason. Marshalls home was in Richmond. A’irqinia, but he 
died in Philadelphia, where he had gone for medical treatment, 
on July 6, 1835. 


LAFAYETTE 

Marie Jean Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Moticr, Marquis dc 
Lafayette, a French general and statesman and an officer in 
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the American Army during the Revolution, was bom on 
September 6, 1757, and came into possession of a large fortune 
at the age of thirteen, when his father died. VV'hen the nineteen- 
year-olcl captain of dragoons presented himself to the American 
Congress and offered to serve as a volunteer, he was made a 
major general. George Washington, for whom Lafayette named 
one of his sons, was his lifelong friend. For his services during 
the conllict, he received formal recognition from Congress, 
and upon a return visit to America in 1784, he was greeted 
with tremendous enthusiasm. 

Lafayette was an early leader in the French Revolution and 
was responsible for the adoptiop of the tricolor of modern 
France. Me hoped, however, for the restoration of a limited 
monarcliy and thereby lost his popularity. He fled the country 
and was captured by the .\ustiians, who mistreated him 
severely. Napoleon obtained his freedom in 1797- He continued 
to take a part in French political affairs until his death on 
May 30, 1834. 


MARIE ANTOINETTE 

Marie .Antoinette, the Austrian princess who became queen 
of France, is among those personalities whose worth historians 
dispute. Few now believe that when she was told the mobs of 
Paris had no bread, she replied, “Let them eat cake.” However, 
many do believe that she was stupid and apathetic to the 
suffering of the masses, while others depict her as a saint and 
a martyr. The princess was born in Vienna on November 2, 
^ 755 » daughter of the great Empress Maria Theresa. The 
marriage of the little princess to the dauphin of France was 
solemnized at Versailles on May 16, 1770. Besides disliking her 
concern for Austria’s welfare, many people resented her dis- 
regard for court etiquette and were shocked by her questionable 
conduct. Her husband, who became Louis XVI in 1774, was 
affectionate but not passionate. Marie Antoinette found solace 
in the company of dissolute courtiers, extravagances in dress, 
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m amusements, attendance at horse races, and iiia-^ked balls. 

Scandalous gossip diminished somewhat after tlie, birth of 
Mane Antoinette's first child, and she led a quieter life. But 
she was hated by the Paris masses, who held her rcspori^il,le 
for the financial chaos of the country. The alTair of ilie dia- 
_mond necklace confirmed and scaled the verdict. It w.i^ not 
satisfactorily proved whether the queen dclibcratelv worked 
out the intrigue to trap the Cardinal of Rohan, whom she is 
reported to have hated, or whether she was the innocent victim 
of a clever thief. At any rate, a diamond necklace valued at 
1,600,000 livres was released by a firm of jcuelcrs, who, when 
they came to collect their money, were informed that Marie 
Antoinette had never ordered or received any such necklace. 

The publicity of the ensuing trial was c.xtrcmciv harmful to 
the already unpopular queen. 

During the days after the outbreak of the Revolution, the 
king was vacillating and weak and Marie Amoinctic nesotiated 
for the safety of the family. Her intrigues took ilic form of 
sponsoring an armed intcr\cniion b\- Austria, \^■hich .slic seas 
^nvinced was the only means of rescue for her and her family. 
The king was executed on January 17, 1793. Marie Antoinette 
was separated from her children, forced to witness the mis- 
treatment of her son and was subjected personally to many 
insults. Her trial began in October, 1793, and the queen was 
led to the guillotine on the si.xteenth day of the same month. 


DANTON 

The French revolutionary leader Georges Jacques Danton. 
who was born on October 26, 1739. was neglected by his 
parents and beaten by his schoolmistress. This ^viId youncr 
ruffian, however, possessed a brilliant mind and advanced 
rapidly as a lawyer in Paris. 

Danton’s attacks against anti-revolutionary leaders were one 
of the causes for a flight to England for safety, but he later 
returned to Paris and became Minister of Justice in the pro- 
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visional government. Although he was not directly responsible 
for many of the atrocities of the French Revolution, he was 
associated with those who were, and he voted for the death 
of King Louis XVI. For a time he was president of the 
Committee of Public Safety, but upon its reorganization he 
relinquished his position as a member, and this cost him his 
life. He had many enemies eager for his downfall, among them 
another revolutionist, Maximilien Robespierre. Danton was 
convicted on a spurious charge of conspiring to restore the 
monarchy and was guillotined on April 6, 1794. He was only 
thirty-six. Defiant to the last, he asserted, “I am Danton till 
my death; tomorrow I shall sleep in glory.” 


ROBESPIERRE 

The French revolutionist Maximilien Marie Isidore Robes- 
pierre met his death on the guillotine, the same fate to which 
he had condemned thousands during the Reign of Terror. 
Robespierre, born on May 6, 1758, was a follower of Rousseau, 
adopted the profession of law, rapidly became known as a 
leader among the liberals and was crowned by the people as 
an absolutely incorruptible patriot. In the early stages of the 
French Revolution his power was by no means absolute among 
the radicals, but his plea for the death of Louis XVI did much 
to strcngtiicn his position. In July of 1793 became a member 
of the Committee of Puljlic Safety and in this capacity decreed 
the actions that link his name with the worst horrors of the 
Revolution. \ ct in spite of his faults he never catered to the 
mob and he remained honest. 

Robespierre s downfall began when he attempted to override 

the other members of the committee. For more than three 

months he was practically a dictator. The first attack against 

him was instituted on June 17, 1794. little more than a 

month he was taken to prison in a pitiful condition due to a 

gunshot wound in the jaw. He was sentenced to. death and 
guillotined on July 28, 1794. 
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napoleon 


One of the world’s greatest inilitarv leaders, \.,poleor, 

fJonaparte lived to sec almost all Ids rvoi ld-sh,,l,ing aecom- 

ptshmcn^ undone. lie was born on August i;„ t-iv,, i,, 

jaccio, Corsica, wliicli not long before bad become a IVeneb 

posscs,ston He was the fourth son of a large f.imil)- of It.ili.ui 

descen . His military education in France completed be 

entered the army as a sub-lieutenant of artillery in 178-, and 

became a friend of Robespierre. He was only twenty-si.v'wben 

he became commander of the French army in Italy, It w.as in 

the campaign that followed that his men affection., tely dubbed 
him “Little Corporal.” 

In 1799, returned from an e.xpedition against the English in 
i-CTpt, he was chosen first of the three consuls rehn were to 
take over the unstable goyernment of the First Republic The 
three were to govern together for ten years but N.ipoleon was 
soon dictator. In 1802 he was made consul for life and two 
years later he was named emperor of France. During his 
consulship he reorganized and stabilized the government.' Sub- 
sequemly he proved himself to be an able administrator 
aboltshmg many abuses. However, the eoalition of other 
European powers determined to destroy democracy, led him 
into further warfare which became a campaign of 'aggression 
m winch he was victorious over Russia, Prussia and Austria. 

of conquered countries and in.all 

lie b-,^,? "’Eoduced the principles of the French Revolutihn. 

MarHn^nfe ‘t " Josephine Re.uiharnais, of 

Martinique, in 1796. In 1810 he obtained a divorce and mar- 
ried Marta Louisa daughter of the Austrian emperor. He 
seemed confident o the future and he w.iuted an heir. Rut 
Napoleon was on the brink of his swift decline. In 1812 he 
bepn hts disastrous march on Moscow. -Wlun he returned 
defeated, he had lost 400,000 men, and a succession of reverses 
follovved until, m 1814, Paris was taken by the allied armies, 
rsapoleon abdicated and was sent into exile on Elba. 

A year later, Napoleon escaped from Iii.s i.sland home. Re- 
cruiting an army, he marched on Paris and proclaimed himself 
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emperor. Renewal of the war ^vas inevitable and he accepted 
it. But on June i8, 1815, he was defeated by the British and 
Prussians at Waterloo. On July 15 he surrendered and, as a 
prisoner, was sent to Saint Helena where he died on May 5, 
1821. 


LORD NELSON 

Horatio Nelson, the most famous naval officer in British 
history, was born on September 29, 1758, and entered the 
English navy at twelve. Three years later he went on an Arctic 
expedition and upon his return was made a lieutenant. After 
being promoted to the rank of post-captain in 1779. he was 
sent to Nicaragua in command of a man-of-war and took Fort 
San Carlos. Nelson was married in the West Indies in 1787, 
was retired from active service six months later and lived 
quietly in England. He was fond of his wife, but not in love 
witii her. On the outbreak of war with the French Republic, he 
was put in command of the ship Agamemiion and sent to join 
.\dniiral Samuel Hood in the Mediterranean, where he took 
part in the siege of Bastia. He lost one of his eyes during the 
siege of Calvi. On a diplomatic mission to Naples in 1793 
Nelson met Lad\- Emma Hamilton, wife of the British minister 
tliere, and fell completely under her inlluencc, scandalizing 
English society and leading to a separation from his wife. 

On September 2j, 1796, Nelson, a commodore now, was 
ordered to leave the Mediterranean, but lie was soon sent back 
to get supplies at Elba. On returning he passed through the 
Spanish fleet which had then joined the cause of France. On 
the next day occurred the famous battle of Cape Saint \'inceiit. 
His skill and courage made Nelson a popular hero. A few 
days later he became a rear-admiral. His next service \\as an 
attack on Santa Cruz, in w hich he lost liis right arm. AVhen the 
French fleet carrying Napoleon Bonaparte escaped from 
Toulon and made its way to Egypt, Nelson follosvcd and 
defeated the fleet in the Bay of zVboukir at the mouth of the 
Nile on August r, 1798, ruining Napoleon's plans for Eastern 
conquests. For this feat he received the title Baron Nelson of 
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the Nile and a pension of $10,000. He was promoted to \ icc- 

admiral m 1801, 

Nelson took part in many other campaigns. For his bnm- 
ardment of Copenhagen he was created a viscount. He at- 
tacked the French flotilla at Boulogne, commanded the British 
«cet in the Mediterranean and for two years engaged in the 

ockade of Toulon. Again the French escaped, and tiie British 
admiral chased the fleet all the way to the West Indies and 
back to Europe again, where it took refuge at Cadi/. But 
Admiral A illeneuve, in desperation, decided to fight it out. Tl.e 
French and Spanish fleets under his command set out on Octo- 
ber *9, 1805. and two days later met the Briti.sli .squadron olT 
Cape Trafalgar. It was there that Nelson uttered his famous 
^^al to his fleet: “England expects every man to do Jiis dutv.” 

I he desperate engagement ended in \ ictory for the British, 
but Nelson was fatally wounded aboard his .ship and died the 
same day. It was largely owing to him that England remained 
the one nation never conquered by Napoleon. 


JOHANN WOLFGANG \ ON GOETHE 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, not only Germany’s greatest 
^ world figure, passed his childhood in Frankfort on 
the Mam, where he was born on August 28, 1749. At sixteen 
Goethe entered the university of Leipzig. To these student 
ays e or^ two small plays and a collection of lyrics inspired 

by a youthful love affair. In Leipzig also he took lessons in 
ujng, unng his convalescence from a serious Illness-, 
Goethe became engrossed in occult philosophy, aldicmy and 
J^hgion. Next he began a law course in Strasbourg and studied 
Gothic architecture, passed through a period of fervent Ger- 
manism and was profoundly influenced by a new friend, 
the author Johann von Herder. Another love affair, this time 
with a daughter of a village pastor, was doomed to an un- 
happy ending. The girl was the inspiration for Marguerite in 
Faust and appears again in Dichiung und fVahrheit. A tragedy 
written in I 773 » Ootz von Berlichingcn, established the Shakc- 
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spcarcan drama form on the German stage, inaugurating the 
literary movement known as Stur7}i und Drang (Storm and 
Stress). Other works of this time were another tragedy, 
CAavigo, and a sentimental novel, The Sorroics of ]V€rthcr. 
The drama of Faust, his masterpiece, began to take shape prior 
to his departure for Weimar in 1775, " here the second phase of 
Goethe's life began. There were three more romances — one 
in ^Vetzlar, where he practiced law; another with a girl he met 
on the Rhine; and a third with a Frankfort society womjm to 
wliom he was engaged for a time. Goethe was invited to the 
court of the duke of \\’cimar, where he became a minister of 
state, directed the court theater and took an interest in agri- 
cultuie and mining. Tl)e love interest was provided by the 
wife of a ^Vcimar ollicial. The important writing of this period 
did not come until after a \isit to Italy, where he reveled in 
art treasures, deepened Ihs .scientific kno^\■ledgc, finished 
Egmont, a drama already begun, and did further work on 
Faust. Upon his return to ^Vcimar he took a young girl, 
Christianc Wilpius, into his home. He had a son by her and 
later lci;jli/cd their relationship. He began wo"k on a now 
novel. Meisters Al)l)rcnticesht{K This \Sas only fin- 

ished after he became acquainted wiili tlie poet Friedrich von 
Schiller, wiiosc friendship and inllucncc were of c.xtrcmc im- 
portance. Under Schiller’s encouragement he wrote the epic 
poem 1 1 crinann and Dorothea. 

The final period of Goethe's life began after Schiller’s death 
and saw the completion of liis crowning achievement, Faust, 
containing all his matured wisdom. Goethe died in W’cimar 
on March 22, 1832. 


FRANZ JOSEPH HAYDN 

The fame of Franz Joseph Haydn, Austrian composer, rests 
upon his position as a master of music for string quartet, for 
wliich lie wrote .seventy-seven pieces, and upon his symphonies 
of which he composed more than a hundred. For a rigorous 
musical course, Haydn paid in part witli monc)' borrowed from 
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his friends and in part by leaebing Afwr lx- Ijceame 

Oetter known as a tcaclicr and com[)(.scr, l.e iv. ri\ ed aid fr,,in 
several wealthy patrons of the arts, and his lib- .-..aVT 
Imancially. ilc made tlic most of liis opp.n tunitie. and Im-, am-* 
tainous throughout Kmoi>c. IJis wife, wlio w.is uioymj.aih.i i<; 
and unworthy of him, used liis mamisciipis os luiI jiajx-rs ond 
pic foims and .squanclcrcd his nioiiey on iiin-iy. 

One of Haydn’s best friends was ilie cf)mposer \\'-.ir-.intr 
Amadeus Mozart. On Haydn's n-turn jounuy fiom Knelmuh 
\\hcre he conducted a scries nf concerts and wrutc ]li^ "Su>~ 
prise” Symphony, ho met I.ud\vig \-an I5cciluncn, ^^I.o ^^■as ilu-n 
only twciuy-two. Decthoven presented to Havdn a eaniata and 
later studied under him for a year. Haydn \vas born on March 
31, 1732, and died on May, 31, 1809. 


WOLFGANG AMADELlS MOZARl’ 

The childhood of tlic zVustrian composer Wolfgang Aimnleus 
Mozart was erratic and abnormal. He was born on January 27, 
1756- Signs of his musical genius were apparent when ho’ was 
only three years old. He commenced composing at the age of 
four and made his first public appearance in lytii. In his sixth 
year he wrote his first published work. His life for many vears 
was a series of appearances througlioui Kuropc, punctuated by 
penods of study and by constant composition. It was asserted, 
however, that he remained unspoiled by the pettiu” he receiNcd’ 
from Luropes royalty. Emperor Francis I sal by his side ^^ hile 
he played and called him “my little magician." A\ hen Kranee's 
future queen, Mane Antoinette, helped liim up when lie 
slipped on a poli.siicd floor, he said, ‘A’ou are verv kind; ^^■^ien 
I grow up I will marry you.” One instance which'did much to 
spread his fame occurred when he was only fourteen. To every- 
one’s consternation he wrote from memory after only two 
hearings the Miserere of the Italian composer Gregorio All«\gri, 
a sacred composition guarded with the greatest of "care. Singwis 
were forbidden to transcribe it on pain of cxcoinnmnication. 

Mozart grew in stature as a nni.sician ^\ith Jiis increasing 
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years. Some of his best works, including the operas Die 
Zauberflote and CleTnenzd di Tito^ and the ReguieTHy which 
he believed he was writing for his own death, were composed 
during the last year of Iiis life. His most famous operas, Le 
Nozze di Figaro and Don Giovanni (the overture to which he 
wrote in one night \ appeared in 1783 and 1787, respectively. 
The separate published \vorks ascribed to Mozart number 626, 
He ^vas also a remarkable performer on the piano, organ and 
violin. The Italian composer Gioachino Antonio Rossini called 
him not the greatest but tlie “only musician in the world.” 

In 1782 Mozart married Consianze, the daughter of Fridolin 
Hebcr, a prompter and copyist. Constanze was a poor house- 
kccpei and from then until his death Mozart was constantly 
in need of monev. although he was under the patronage of 
royalty and had many friends. He had enemies also, some of 
whom were very bitter. Rumor accused the Italian composer 
Antonio Salieri of poisoning Mozart, but it was more com- 
monly believed that his death was caused by typhoid fever. 
He died on December 5, 179*) ^nd was buried in a pauper’s 
grave. Constanze suffered a breakdown at his death, and when 

she was able to visit the cemetery later, she could not identify 
his grave. 


LUDWIG \ AN BEETHOVEN 

The most eminent of instrumental composers, Ludwig van 

Becthov-en, was born at Bonn, Prussia, on December 16, 1770. 

His father, a musician, hoping to produce a child prodigy, 

made lum practice on the harpsichord at the age of three. 

Lcss\.us^ on the violin, clavichord, pianoforte, organ, and in 

composiuon, followed, ^Vhen Ludwig was eleven, he appeared 

m Holland as a piano virtuoso. At about the same time he was 

appointed assistant organist at the chapel of the Elector of 
iJonn, 

When he uas thirteen, the composer’s first work was pub- 
Jisncd In 1787 he was somehow provided with funds for a 
perio o stu y with Mozart in \''ienna. A few months later, 
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however, he was recalled to Bonn because of t!io illticv. of his 
mother. Soon after her death he became tlic cliief Mijipoit of 
his family. It was his duty too to take care of the vilat\ of In\ 
father who had become a habitual drunkard. lie be-an to give 
lessons and to make public appearances. 

When he was twenty-one he went to \’icnna uhere he re- 
mained for the rest of his life. There he studied under Haydn 
and others. Despite his eccentricity and liis outrageouviv bad 
manners, he found excellent patrons and was rccei\ed in the 
best society. Nevertheless he was always a democrat who liatcd 
tyrants. Although liis Eroica Symphony \\a.s dedicated to 
Napoleon he tore up the dedication wlicn tlic latter assumed 
the emperor’s crown. His first five years in \'icima were the 
happiest in his life. In 1795 he made his debut there ns a 
pianist and, with his Concerto in C Sfajor, won instant recog- 
nition. 

From about 1798 he was troubled with a defect in his hearing 
which steadily grew worse. He was totally deaf wiicn, in 181.}, 
he composed his eighth symphony. He wrote only one more 
after that. In 1822 he made a disastrous attempt to conduct an 
orchestra, hi private he continued to play, and sometimes 
friends would come.upon him playing at the piano although 
no sounds were coming forth. He refused, however, to gi\e up 
his art. 

Although he was surrounded in \’icnna by friends and ad- 
mirers, Beethoven lived a solitary life. Genuinely simple and 
sincere, he nevertheless was inordinately suspicious. Conse- 
quently, all his deeply human emotions found successful e.x- 
pression only in his music. He died on March 26, 1827. 


IMMANUEL KANT 

Metaphysician and founder of “critical philosophy,” Im- 
manuel Kant completely dominated philosophical thought of 
the nineteenth century. He was born of Scotch ancestry, in 
Konigsberg, Prussia, on April 22, 1724. \Vhcn he was sixteen 
he entered the University of Konigsberg where, in i7:")3. be 
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received the degree of Doctor of Pliilosophy and published 
his thesis on Natural History and Theory of the Heavens. 
Thereafter he held the position of private lecturer, or “docent,” 
at the university until 1770 when he was given the chair of 
metaphysics and logic. 

Kant’s life at the university was almost ludicrously like that 
of the traditional caricature of a professor. A little man, 
scarcely five feet tall, he was physically delicate. To safeguard 
his healtli, and to obtain maximum time for study, he set 
himself a daily schedule of activities from \vhich he never 
departed. Nor did he ever travel farther than sixty miles from 
liis home. He never married. 

In 1781 he brought forth his Critique of Pure Reason, his 
chief contribution to philosophy. In it he developed the thesis 
that the mind is an active organ which has its own a priori 
powers of knowledge. Kant had aimed his work mainly at the 
empiricists whose thesis was that the mind derived all of its 
knowledge from experience through the senses. Soon after the 
publication of this work, however, churchmen throughout Ger- 
many began furiously to protest his attitude toward religion. 

In a subsequent work, Critique of Practical Reason, he 
developed the thesis that our individual freedom lies in obedi- 
ence to the moral law that speaks within us. Kant continued 
his philosophic exploration despite clerical protest. But when 
at the age of sixty-five, he hailed the French Revolution, with 
enthusiasm, and received a warning from King Frederick 
William H that further “oflenscs” would be followed by 
“unpleasant consequences,” he agreed to preserve silence. This 
he did to the day of his death, on February 12, 1804. 


ROBERT BURNS 

The popular poet Robert Burns was bom in Scotland on 
January 25, 1759. He composed his first poem at seventeen. 
15 urnss family was very poor and he worked hard as a plow- 
man t ic farm, turning for relaxation to wine, women and 
song, nc of his sweethearts, Jean .\rmour, eventually became : 
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his wife. Anotlicr, Mary Ca.npbcll, wlio died of a ferer 
inspired To Mary in Heaven and Highland Mary. 

In 1786, poor and heartbroken, Burns publisiicd a volume of 
poems to raise money for passage to Jamaica, u licre lie ^^■as to 
work as a bookkeeper, but tiie success of his poems and 
negotiations for a second book induced Jiim to remain in Scot- 
land. He went to Edinburgh, wlicre lie became a social lion 
and led a Bohemian existence. After he married Jean, lie re- 
ceived a civil apiwintmcnt at Dumfries. Ilis la.st years \verc not 
^PPy* 11^ did not like the duties of liis ofhee as an exciseman 
and his outspoken sympathy for the Frencli Revolution caused 
him trouble with the government. He died in 1796. 

Among Burns’s poems are: The Cotter’s Saturday Nit^ht; To 
a Mouse; To a Louse; Tam o’Shanter; Scots wha hac wi' 
Wallace Bled; Flow Gently, Sweet Afton; A Afan’s a Afan for 
a That; My Love’s like a Red, Red Rose; John Anderson, Aly 
Jo; and Auld Lang Syne, all speaking with deep sincci ity of 
the everyday things that the common man feels and thinks. 


SIR WALTER SCOTT 

The Scottish poet and novelist Sir Walter Scott, born at 
Edinburgh, Scotland, on August 15, 1771, sufTcred an attack 
of spinal meningitis at the age of eighteen months which left 
him with a permanently crippled right leg. Some believe had 
it not been for that handicap, he would have become a soldier 
rather than a writer. In spite of this restriction, he was 
described as having been of high spirits, attractive to bo'th 
sexes and a boon companion at the bar. As a boy Scott not 
only lead tvidcly, but also remembered what he read, and he 
became acquainted with several languages. His wife teas a 
French girl. His inspiration for writing poetry came from 
reading German ballads. After the success of his The Lax of 
the Last Alinstrcl, in 1805, Scott gave up work in law to under- 
take the double occupation of writing and performing the 
duties of a clerk of session. In addition to composing Alarmion 
3tid The Lady of the Lake, both of tvhich increased his fame 
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as a poet, Scott took an interest in politics, entered the printing 
business, wrote articles, edited books and still found time for 
reading and study. This display of genius and energ)' hardly 
had its equal in the history of English literature. 

In 1812 Scott bought a farm on the Tweed River in Scotland 
and erected a palatial home. From then on his life was made 
still busier by his duties as a country gentleman, a position of 
\\hich he was extremely proud. Ilis expenditures were enor- 
mous, and only the income from his novels, which began to 
appear during this period, staved off immediate financial ruin. 
The first novel, U ai erley, begun in 1803 and laid aside upon 
a friends advice, was completed in four weeks in 1814 and 
j>ublishcd anonymously. It was higlily successful, as vvere its 
immediate followers, which included Guy Mannering, Rob 
Roy and The Heart of Midlothian. By this time Scott was feel- 
ing the physical strain of his manner of liv ing. The Bride of 
Lainmermoor was dictated while he was in such pain that 
afterwards he could not recall the story. In spite of Iiis ill health 
lie began Ivanhoe, the most popular of all his works. Among 
the books next published were Kenilworth. Quentin Durward 
and The Talisman. Next came bankruptcy and a debt of about 
£130,000, which Scott felt honor bound to pay. Still disre- 
garding his poor health, which had now begun to affect his 
brain, he undertook to write his way out of debt, refusing all 
assistance and enduring many infirmities. He was able actually 
to pay only about half of the sum, but lie died believing him- 
self free of debt. His death came on September 21, 1832 


LORD BYRON 

A poet of energy, p.assion and wit, George Gordon, Lord 
vion was one of the early nineteenth century poets who 
turned from classic models to neu forms of freer expression, 
greater in niduality and more intense feeling for the beauties 
o nature. He was born in London, January 22, 1788. His par- 
ents havma separated, he was taken to live with his mother. He 
was handsome, clear-eyed, endowed with a beautiful speaking 
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voice. When he was ten he inherited the title Lord Byron from 

his granduncle. He was educated at Dulwich, Harro^v and 
Trinity College. 

In 1807 he published Hours of Idleness, a volume of verse 
which critics received with hostility. Stung bv the comments 
of Lord Brougham in the ‘Tdinburch Review." Bvron wrote 
the satire, English Bards and Scotch Reviewers, displaying a 
WU and masterful versification that definitely established him 
as a literary figure, .\ftcr a tour of the continent, he returned 
With two cantos of Childc Harold, which he published in 1812 
with imrnensc success. Other ^^•orks followed, of lesser stature, 
while he indulged in the revelry of London society. 

In 1815 he married a Miss Milbankc. A little more than a 
year later, after the birth of a daughter, they separated. Slander 
and calumny attended his domestic difficulties, becoming so 
^arp that he left England, never to return. He met Shelley in 
Geneva and the two became intimate friends. On the Continent 
he showed scant respect for the conventions; yet this was for 
him a period of extraordinary crcaiivencss in which every detail 
of his tempestuous life was revealed in poetry. He completed 
his Childe Harold and wrote The Prisoner of Chillon, Manfred 
and The Lament of Tasso, all before 1819. That year he wrote 
Mazeppa and published the unfinished poem Don Juan. During 
this time he wrote also a number of dramas. 

In 1823 he went to Greece to aid that country in its fight for 
reedom from Turkish rule. There he helped greatly in organiz- 
•n^ ^ ^ struggle. In the midst of this work, however, he fell 
ill and died of exposure and fever on April 19, 182.}.. Byron's 
poems were almost as popular in France as in his own country 
and were a constant source of inspiration to French writers 

and painters, who often showed greater critical insight th.nn 
British interpreters. 


PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY 

The British poet Percy Bysshe Shelley was born in 1792, an 
heir to rank and wealth, but he early set himself against all 
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orthodox authorit)’. AVhen lie ^vas only eighteen he was expelled 
from Oxford and forliidden to return liomc because of his 
pamphlet on The Necessity of Atheism. TJie same year he 
married Harriet AVestbrook, his sister’s schoolmate, and in 1813 
the coujilc mo\cd to London. Here Queen Mab was printed 
for pri\alc circulation. In 181.J, Slicllcy eloped to France ^vith 
Mary Godwin, daughter of a well-known philosopher and 
his no less famous wife, Mary Wollstonecraft. Two years later 
Harriet committed suicide. Free to marry Mary, the poet 
spent tlic remaining years of his brief life with her in Stv’itzcr- 
land and Italy. 

In iSif) Shelley wrote Alastor and became a friend of the 
poet Byron. Tlic nc.xt year he produced The Revolt of Islam, in 
ivhich ho poured out his hatred of oppression. Shelley once 
laughingly said that he would have been utterly unknown had 
it not been for the publicity of attacks in which he was called 
a dangerous monster of revolution. Prometheus Unbound, in 
which Prometheus represents mankind, appeared in 1820. 
Upon the death of the poet John Keats, Shelley composed the 
famous elegy Adonais, and soon after, in April of 1822, he 
himself was drowned while boating. The warmth of Shelley’s 
genius is cxprc.sscd not only in the exalted longer poems men- 
tioned but in such short, melodic lyrics as the Ode to the Sky 
Lark, The Co/ud, the Ode to the West ]l'ind, and To the Night, 


JOHN KEATS 

In less than five years John Keats, English poet, produced 
pocti y uhich has hardly been surpassed in the history of Eng- 
h.sh literature Keats was born in October of 1795, and after 

’P apprenticed to a surgeon. In 

I I tc met Lcigli Hunt, poet, critic and essayist, and began 
to write the poems by which he is known today. His first vol- 

^larch of 1817; the latter part of that year 
"ith trriting Endymion, This was published in 
I I an sabclla was begun. Keats took a walking tour that 
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year which was followed by a serious illness, but in October he 
began Hyperion^ which Shelley admired so much tliot lie 
invited Keats to come to Italy and live with him. Keats refused. 
In 1819 he completed his other two longer poems, The Eve of 
St. A^ncs and Lamia. In 1820 it \\'as discovered that he had 
tuberculosis. lie sailed for Italy, where lie died in Rome on 
February 23, 1821. He was buried there near Percy liysshe 
Shelley’s grave. 

Among his many shorter pi>cms arc The Eve of Si. Mark, 
Ode to a To Autumn, On a Greeian Uni, La 

Belle Dame Sans Merci, To Psyche, On Melancholy and On 
First Lookhio into Chapman's Homer, all marked by a deligiu 
in the beauty of the physical world. 


HEINRICH HEINE 

Heinrich Heine, German poet, was really a cosmopolifan. 
Although he ^\•as born at Diisscldorf, December 13, i7<)0, the 
child of a Jewish couple, he grew up using I'reneh words and 
was only sixteen when he wrote Two Grenadiers, a song glori- 
fying Napoleon, later set to music by Robert Schumann. 
Guilliver’s Travels, by the English writer Jonaihan Swift, was 
one of his favorite books and it was under the inlluence of 
the Scotch writer Sir Walter Scott that he wrote his first plays. 

In 1821, he published a book of poems. In 1827 Ihine 
visited England. The next year he lrav<‘!ed in Italy. Re\oIu- 
tionary sentiments in his Italian Sketches t aiiscd such excite- 
ment that it was unsafe for him to remain in Germany. After 
1831 he lived in Paris, marrying a French girl, and \\riting, in 
both French and German, poems that Theophile Gautier called 
“joyous and sad, sceptical and credulous, tender and cruel, 
sentimental and mocking, classic and romantic.” The Lorelei, 
On Wings of Song, and Du Bist Wic Einc Blumc arc among 
the loveliest. Heine died at Paris on February 17, 185(5. 
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GOYA 


Francjsco Jos 6 de Goya y Lucicntes, Spanish painter, was 
born at Fuendetodos near Zaragoza, March 31, 1746. On 
account of his daring caricatures and satirical works he has 
been called “The Hogarth of Spain.” At fourteen he went to 
Zaragoza to study. At twenty he went to Madrid. In 1789 he 
became court painter. The variety of his work is extraordinary. 
1 aintmgs, tapestries, etcliings, aquatints, lithographs and draw- 
ings show us Spain in its beauty and brutality. The subjects 

arc portraits^ nudes, bullfights, wars, mvstical landscapes, 
games, proverbs. ' 

In 1824 Goya paid a visit to Paris. lie was to have tremen- 
dous influence on Frendi painters. He died at liordeau.x, 
iTancc. a vf)funiary exile, on March j6. 1828. His- works 
include portraits of the royal family: the Duchess of Alba both 
dressed and nude; Gossiping Women; The Third of May i8o8- 
Ike Majas on the Balcony; City on a Rock; Don Bernardo 
ynarle; Don Tihurcio Perez; Si. Peter Repentant; Manuel 
Osorio dc 7Anuga; Vincente Osorio; and Luis Maria de Cistue 
Among his series of etchings liie most extraordinary are Dis- 
asters of ]Var and The Caprices. The Bulls of Bordeaux are 
famous lithograplis. 


ROBERT FULTON 

Eridav a!!"/" ^'<-‘->'’'boating began on the morning of 

invonmcl bv ^ steamboat 

against the ^\■ind Hudson River 

anpe .rVnee of a T ^our. The 

f tnc"ed boat ’ t''’" "<='"- 

Angled boat teas bom tn 1765. the same year as another 

at but*" Fulton first intended to study 

. bu, , .,,e Europe ite became so engrossed with the 

pudee II i!" ’"" entire attention to that 

I J t. Ill hrst trial boat uas built on the Seine in Paris. The 
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engine was too hca\y. The boat broke in half and satik. A 
stronger boat proved successful in 1803, but there v\ere still 
many improvements needed. 

After the success of 1807 the remainder of rult'tn\ life was 
occupied with inventing. In 1814 he was commissioned to 
build a steamship of war. This, the Fulton, was the pride of 
Ids life. Tlie inventor died on February 24. i8ij. 


ELI WHITNEY 

Tite inventor of the cotton gin, Eli ^\ liitnc)', saw cotton for 
the first time when he accepted an invitation to visit a Georgia 
plantation. He had studied law at V'alc Gniversity. from wldch 
he was graduated in 1792, but he had always possessed nmisnal 
mechanical ability. Instead of continuing his law jjraetiLe. he 
started work on the cotton gin. The first macliine was worked 
by hand and could clean fifty pounds of lint in a ilay. A 
patent was granted on Marcii 14. 1794, and a plant for the 
manufacture of cotton gins was established in New Haven, 
Connecticut. It was unai)le to supply the demand and manv 
gins had to be made by blacksmiths. 

Numerous complications over infringements on the patent 
so disgusted Whitney that in 1798 he turned to the manu- 
facture of firearms. He introduced to industry the revolutionary 
ideas of standardized parts and factory division of labor. 

Whitney was born on a farm in W'estboro, Massachusetts, on 
December 8, 1765. He died in 1825. 

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY 

The fame of Francis .Scott Key, lawyer and author, rests 
upon The Star-Spangled Banner, the words of which l>e wrote. 
He stated that they were to be sung to the tunc of Anacreon 
in Heaven. Key, w’ho was born on August 9, 1780, took up the 
practice of law in Washington, and became district attorney 
for the District of Columbia. In 1814 he witnessed the bom- 
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bardment of Fort McHenry, near Baltimore, by the British. 
The firing ceased at dawn, and the onlookers, peering anxiously 
through the smoke and dim light, saw that the American flag 
was still flying from the fort. Key immediately wrote the first 
draft of The Star-S panglcd Banner. It became instantly popu- 
lar, but it was not adopted as the national anthem of the 
United States until 1931. Key died in Baltimore on January 
II, 1834. 

James Lick, a California millionaire, bequeathed the sum of 

$60,000 to build a monument in Key’s honor at San Francisco. 

This monument, completed in 1887, Is fifty-one feet high, in 

the foim of a double arch, under which a bronze statue of Key 

is seated. The arch supports a bronze figure representing 
America. 


JOHN JACOB ASTOR 

On the day in 1779 when John Jacob Astor, then sixteen 
years old, left the village of Waldorf, Germany, he made a 
resolution to be industrious and honest and not to gamble. 
Fins, togctiicr with sound health and good common sense, was 
almost his entire equipment for a career as one of America’s 
leading capitalists. His name, linked with that of his native 
vjllagc is commemorated in New York City's famous hotel, 
he ^Valdorf-Astor.a, Astor made his way to New York where 
he began his apprenticeship in the fur business. He carried on 
a fill tnidc with the Indians and founded Astoria on the 

liis stor^c'’to^ir'' 1' A.stor moved 

tm II ?| Building now 

M.mds. Lntil he was fifty-fn c he appeared at his store by seven 
o clock each morning. ^ 

In addition to fur trading, Astor also purchased New York 
cs ate. t one timc'^lic ii-as reported to have owned 7,000 

so77f‘?- ‘7 the latter part of his life he gave 

' n 1* 1"^ 01 tunc to philanthropic enterprises, to his relatives 

and to the poor of IValdorf. At his death on March 20, rBaS, 
his estate amounted to at least $20,000,000. 
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WASHINGTON IRVING 


Among the most popular of \Vashingion Irving'< contribu- 
tions to literature arc The Legend of Slecfiy IIolloiv and Rif) 
Van Winkle, old legends which he re-wrote with the Hudson 
River country as the background and which li.i\c become an 
integral pait of American folklore, d he author was liorn on 
April 1783) in New ^ ork City, and George \\’ashuigt(in is 
reputed to ha\'e gi\'cn his blessing to the bov wlio was named 
for him. In i 8 o.| Irving began a two-year trip thiougli Europe. 
Knickerbockers Uistory of New York ajipearcd in 1809. This 
burlesque history scandalized old Dutch families but enjoyed 
an extraordinary success. 

In 1815 Irving went to Europe again and soon took up writ- 
ing as a means of livelihood. The Sketch Book, Bracebridge 
Hall and Talcs of a Traveller established him as a leading 
author. The Alhambra, inspired by a vi.sit to Granada, ap° 
peared in 1832. Before his return to the United .States, Ir\-ing 
served as secretary of the American Legation in London and 
received the medal of the Royal Society of Literature and an 
honorary degree from Oxford. To please his American public 
he wrote A Tour on the Prairies, which appeared in He 

died in 1859. 


JAMES FENIMORE COOPER 

There was little in the early life of James Fenimorc Cooper 
that indicated his later career would be as a writer of fiction. 
Cooper, who was born on September 15, 1789, in Burlington, 
New Jersey, attended Yale until he was expelled and then ^^■cnt 
to sea. Subsequently he superintended the building of ships for 
the navy. After his marriage he led the life of a country 
gentleman to whom writing came accidentally and was not a 
matter of financial necessity. American newspapers of Cooper's 
time dealt widely in personalities and personal abuse, and the 
last years of the author’s life were occupied with numerous 
libel suits. These controversies probably prompted his rc- 
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quest that no biography of him be uritten. He died in 1851. 

Cooper's early novels were Precaution and The Spy. His 
next book, The Pioneers, the first of his Lcather-Slocking Talcs, 
introduced characters who, at his wife's suggestion, were re- 
vived in The Last of the Mohicans and The Prairie. In this 
scries also are The Pathfinder and The Deerslaycr. His other 
woiks include sea talcs, such as The Pilot; a novel of manners, 
Home as Found; and three novels contrasting American and 
European political systems. 


SIMON BOLI\ AR 

Leader of the revolutionary struggles which resulted in the 
independence of wiiat arc now \'cnci'ucla, Colombia, Ecuador, 
Panama, Peru and Bolivia, Simon BoIi\ar is revered there as 
the “Liberator," and is known in North America as the 
“George ^Vashington of South America." He was born on 
July 24, 1783, in Caracas, \'cnczucla. Of a wcll-to-do family, 
he was educated in Madrid and traveled tlirough Europe and 
the United States. When he was eighteen he married. Two 
years later his wife died. Thenceforward he devoted his entire 
life to the fight to establish the sovereignty of the Spanish 
colonies in South America. 

9 " J^'b' 5 » ^'enc^ucIan independence was declared 

Initial success turned to defeat and Bolivar fled to the vice- 
royalty of Nueva Granada {now the republics of Colombia and 
Panama). He led the forces of each country in turn meeting 
alternate defeat and victory. In t8,c, I.e led an army from 
\ enezuela across tl.e Andes to the rescue of the hard-pressed 
rcyolut.onary forces of Nueva Granada. Arriving almost 
CNh.t; ted by the hazardous march, they found that a Spanish 

Z “f Bol-var rallied his troops and deeisively 

defeated the enemy. A fetv months later he marched baek 
oscr the Andes to Venezuela where, after more than a year of 

:h"“f:r:r 


When Guayaquil and Quito (each a part of what is now 
Ecuador) had been added to the united, independent govern- 
ment of Nueva Granada and \^cnczucla, Bolivar proceeded to 
Peru, On December 9, 1824, the last resistance was overcome 
and Spanish domination in tlie Xcw World was ended forever. 
In his honor a large area within Peru was made an inde- 
pendent republic and given the name Republica Bolivar (now 
Bolivia). 

In the few years that remained of Ids life lie faced an almost 
continuous problem of iiisurrection among the \ arious olemenis 
in the newly-iibcratcd territories, .-\ftcr repealed, unsuccessful 
attempts to restore unity among Ids people, he retired ill and 
almost penniless, to Alejandrino, Colombia, whore he died on 
December 17, 1830. 


ANDREW JACKSON 

Andrew Jackson, the seventh President of the United States, 
was born of Irish iinmigi-ants in the pioneer .settlement of 
VVaxhaw, South Carolina, on March 13, 1767. Plis father had 
died a few months before, and his mother had found refuge 
as a housekeeper in the home of an invalid sister. He was only 
nine when the Revolutionary War began, yet he soon was 
bearing arms. When the war ^vas over, he was a homeless 
orphan— his mother and two older brothers had died— and he 
suffered from the effects of smallpox, contracted during a sliort 
period in a British prison camp. 

At that time Jackson seemed to be preoccupied wiiii horse 
racing, gambling and other pleasures, yet he managed to study j 
law, and ultimately was admitted to jiracticc. In 1788 he 
moved to Nashville, then a new frontier settlement, where, 
three years later, he was married. Jackson and his wife assumed 
that her first husband had obtained a divorce but it w'as two 
years later that the divorce actually was obtained. A second 
ceremony gave rise to slanderous rumor tvhich Jackson ^\as 
ever ready to answer with pistol or fists. 

In 1796, when Tennessee was admitted to the Union, Jack- 
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son, already prominent in local politics, was chosen to help 

frame the state constitution, and was elected to the House of 

Rcpicscntati\cs. Thereafter he %\'as successively senator, judge 

of the State Supreme Court and major general of the state 

militia. In 1813 he led a volunteer army against tlie Indians 

who liad risen against tlic Tnitcd States. Two years later, as 

a major general in the regular army, he led the American 

foices in the Lattlo of New Orleans, completely routing the 

British attackers. Tlic fact that this battle was fought after 

peace liad been declared shows liow slowly news traveled in 
those days. 

Old Hickory, as he became known, was elected President 
111 1828. Ho had become a national hero and now his adminis- 
tration was to bring a new ideal into government— Jacksonian 
Democracy wliich jirovidcd for greater participation of the 
common people in political affairs. He served two terms in the 
AVhitc House. Both were characterized by democratic reform. 
One of liis most notable battles was his war on the United 
States Bank. Wlicn lie retired his popularity w'as greater than 
that of any retiring President in the country’s history. His 
fame remained undiminished through the years of his retire- 
ment, to tlic day of his death, June 8, 1845. 


HENRY CLAY 

The early life of Plenry Clay, American orator and states- 
man ^vas one of poverty and privation. He was born on April 
12, 1777, and his rudimentary schooling came from a country 
cachcr w^ho was fairly good-natured when sober but cross when 
he was drunk. Clay’s career in the Congress of the United 
States began in 1806 as a senator; in 1811 he was elected to the 
House of which he was Speaker for many years, and also seiv^d 
ins country as Secretary of Stale. He was twice an unsuccessful 
presidential candidate. Upon his second defeat in 1844 even 
the victc.^s made little of their triumph, feeling that a great 
WTong had been done, and bis supporters actually shed tears. 

Clay was an eloquent orator, and his leadership was a strong 
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factor in bringing about the AVar of 1812. On tlic uiln-r hjud 
he was the nation’s leading pacifist on the s!j\c (jui 'riMn. re- 
peatedly effecting compromises which dcl.ucd ihc Clivil W.ir. 
As a senator lie made his final sjiec*. li (mi the qm 'i ui < I d.i\ « i \- 
in the new state of Texas, a speech which hi-ied r.\f> d.i\> and 
from the effort of wliich he never fuliv recnvciad. lie died two 

4 

years later on June 29, 1832. 

DANIEL A\ i:iiSn-R 

It is said lltat wiili ilie fir>t twcniy-fi\c c<'nts lie e. lined, 
Daniel AVebster bought a liandkerchief on which was )ninled 
the Constitution of the United States. He read it over and over 
until he knew it by heart, a knowledge which later pio\ cd of 
inestimable value to him in Ins career as American statesman 
and orator. AVebster had a remarkable nu'inor\ : he also knew 
much of the Bible by heart. His frail he<dili dining childliocicl 
made him unfit for heavy work. He passed a gooil part of tlic 
time hunting and fishing and reading all of the books in tlic 
village library. AA’cbslcr was born at Salisbury, New Hampshire, 
January 18, 1782. His fallicr, hoping that .some day Daniel 
would be a Congressman, mortgaged his farm in order to send 
Daniel and his brother to scliool. Daniel refused a position as 
court clerk, although it offered an attractive salary, saying 
that he wanted to be a lawyer. AVhen liis father pointed out 
how crow'ded the profession was, Daniel made the familiar 
reply, “There is ahvays room at tlic top." 

AVebster began his climb to the top with his admission to tlie 
bar in 1805. He gained a reputation for oratory and legal 
ability, and in 1812 the elder AVcbstcr’s ambition was realized 
with his son’s election to Congress. After two terms AVebster 
returned to his law practice and, needing a larger field than 
he had in New' Hampshire, moved to Boston. lie became a 
leading constitutional lawyer and delivered several famous 
orations on special occasions, .such as the 200th anniversary of 
the Pilgrims’ landing at Plymouth and the laying of the corncr- 
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Stone of the Bunker Hill monument. He returned to Congress 
in 1823 and was made a senator in 1828. 

\Vebstcr reached the peak of his career in 1830 when com- 
batting the stand taken by the Southern senator, Robert Y. 
Hayne, advocating the right of a state to nullify acts of Con- 
gress. A\ ebster s Reply to Hayne is almost unanimously con- 
sidered the highest example of American oratory, comparable 
m Its way to the oration, On the Crown, of the Greek orator 
DcmosUicnes. \Vcbstcr continued in the Senate with little in- 
terruption except for two years as Secretary of State. His 
famous Seventh of March Speech, of 1830, ruined his chances 
ior the presidency, but postponed civil war for ten years. In 

carriage, and on October 
24, he died of his injuries. Fraser’s Magazine in 1890 said “He 

^vas tlie greatest orator that ever lived in the ^VesteIn Hemi- 
sphere.’ 


FRANZ SCHUBERT 

Franz Liszt wrote of the Austrian composer Franz Peter 
^chubert: ‘ He was tlic most poetical musician that ever was.” 
Schubert was an extremely prolific composer of many types of 
music, but the compositions that immortalized Jiim were his 
songs, wluch totaled nearly 500, and which arc really the first 
modern songs. He composed rapidly with feu rc^iMoris, and it 
uas said that he could carry on a conN-ersation while engaged 
m writing his best pieces. He sent the score of his Unfinished 
Symphony to a musical society director ^^■ho kept it for forty- 

it performed mentioned Iraving it. Schubert never heard 

Schubert was bom near Vienna on January -t, ,707 and 

t oicile b Witlr l.i’s fine boy’s 

he bccan^ro"’^tf chorister, and after his voice broL 

brou 2 T “ like his father. Teaching music 

life He regular income, but he was poor all of his 

that oV't a giave separated by only two others from 

that of Ludwig van Beethoven. 
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Erlkonig, Cretchcn am Spinnrad, Hcidcnroslcin, .-l/n Mur^ 
Du bist die Ruh^ and Ave A/aria arc among the most bcaufilul 
of his songs. 


ROBERT SCHUMANN 

The German composer Robert Schumann beg.m serious 
study of the piano at the age of twenty. Ho\\c\cr an accident 
to one hand made him give up the piano. Henceforth he de- 
voted his time chiefly to composition and musical criticism. 
Outstanding among his works, which include orchestral, vocal 
and instrumental music, are those pieces in which the piano 
plays an important part. In his highly emotional songs he is 
the equal of Schubert. In 1835 met Felix Mendelssohn, 
whom he regarded as the greatest living musician; and an 
intimate friendship developed between them. Schumann mar- 
ried Clara Wicck, the daughter of his old teacher. She w<js an 
accomplished pianist, and for sc\ eral years she toured Europe, 
interpreting her husband's music to the public. Their marriage 
was one of extraordinary mutual devotion. 

As early ns 1833 Schumann had manifested unhealthy 
mental symptoms, and in 1854 he attempted to commit suicide 
by jumping into the Rhino, lie was rescued, but unmistakable 
insanity appeared, and the last two years of his life were 
passed in a sanitarium. He died on July 29, i8‘)b, at the age 
of forty-six. Frauenliebe und Leben and Dirhlerliebe arc cycles 
of songs that arc outstanding. Other great Schumann works are 
his compositions for piano, his piano concerto, and Ins four 
symphonies. 


FREDERIC CHOPIN 

Warsaw music lovers of 1818 hailed a nine-year-old boy a'^ a 
child prodigy. The boy, Frederic Frangois Chopin, pKwed 
worthy of their acclaim, for he became one of the greatest of all 
composers of music for the piano. 
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Chopin was born in a Polish village, Zelazowa Weda, on 
March i, 1809. His father was French and his mother the 
daughter of an impoverished Polish nobleman. At the age of 
fifteen Chopin had his music printed, and five years later he 
began a tour as a piano virtuoso. Paris adored him and sent 
him more wcaltiiy young women as students than he was able 
to teach. After retiring from the concert stage in 1833, Chopin 
devoted his time to composition in spite of liis failing health. 
Franz Liszt, Hector Berlioz, Heinrich Heine, Ilonorc de Balzac 
were his friends. His friendship with the famous French 
no\clist George Sand produced some of the world’s most noted 
love letters. He died of tuberculosis in Paris, October 17, 1849. 

Cliopin's works include seventy-four opus numbers, many of 
which arc familiar and loved in the concert halls of the world. 


GEORGE SAND 

George Sand, the pen name assumed by the French novelist 
.■\rmantinc Lucilc Aurorc, Baroness Dudevant, was born in 
Paris on July 3, 1804. She passed three years in a convent and 
then was married to Casimir Dudevant, from whom she sepa- 
rated in 183G. Slie formed a close attachment with Alfred dc 
Musset, the poet. After deserting him for another, she cut off 
her hair and sent it to him as a token of repentance, but he 
never entirely forgave her. Another romance was with the 
musician Frederic Chopin, to whom she was devoted for 
several years. She died on June 8, 1876. 

The follo^ving books arc rcpresentati\’c of the four periods 
into ■ hich George Sand's work is divided: Valentine, Jacques 
and .r.onc Lconi (notable among novels colored largely by her 
mantal difficulties); Consuclo (outstanding among her pleas 
for a socialistic revolution); Francois le champi, La Petite 
adette and Les Alaitres sotincurs (characteristic of her pas- 
toral novels); and Le Afarquis de Villemer and Mile, la 

Quintinie (typifying the wider social studies of her fourth 
period). 
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FELIX MENDELSSOHN 


Felix Mcndcissolin's talents as a composer and a pianist 
found such encouragement in his Ilamhurg home tiiat he was 
giving piano concerts when lie was nine and was nof«-d for his 
improvisations at twcKc. The now famous ovcriinr (■• .1 d//f/- 
suminer Night’s Dream was composed wiien he was seventeen. 
In 1829 he conducted a chorus of 330 xoircs in ilie .Vi*. M<it!h< lu 
Passion of Johann Sebastian Bach, which was ilu- fu'-t known 
performance of a choral work of that composer since his deaili 
in 1750. Mendelssohn was made musical director of Dii'seldorf 
in 1833 and two )car.s later became conductor of the Leipzig 
Gewandhaus Orchestra, the higlicst nuisicai pc^siiion in Ger- 
many. Ill health forced liim to retire in iS-jG and he died on 
November 4 of the next year at the age of titiriy-eight. 

A trip to Scotland in 1829 was inspiration for Mendelssohn’s 
Scotch Symphony and the Hebrides overture; Ins Italian Sym- 
phony reflects his recollections of Rome, \'cnice and Naples. 
His other vvork-s include the Reformation Symphony of 1832, 
the oratorio Elijah, and the Concerto in E minor for z'iolin 
and orchestra. 


ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER 

The German pessimistic philosopher Artltur Schopenhauer 
was born on February 22, 1788, in Danzig. \Vhcn .Arthur was 
sixteen, his father died. The boy found the pursuit of his 
father’s mercantile business distasteful and gave it up to .study. 
After a period in the University of Berlin he livctl in Dresden. 
Here he wrote The World as Will and Idea, which appeared in 
1818. All of Schopenhauer’s subsequent writing was further 
commentary upon the philosophy he advanced at this time. In 
1844 published a second edition of this book. 

Schopenhauer believed that ‘Ahc great man is not the con- 
queror, but he who denies the will to live.” He, nevertheless, 
was inordinately careful of his own life. He fled from cholera 
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in Berlin, from smallpox in Naples, and finally settled in 
\ crona where he feared he had swallowed poison snuff. He 
passed his last twenty-seven years in Frankfort, living in terror 
of assassination and robbery. During the latter part of his life 
his work became recognized and he basked in the popularity 
which he had always wanted. He died at his breakfast table 
on September 21, i860. 


BRIGHAM YOUNG 

Brigham ^oiing. ^formon leader, was born in \^ermont, on 
June 1, 1801. Reared in unsettled western New York, he had 
no schooling but became a skillful jack-of-all-trades. In 1832, 
man icd and the father of t\vo children, he \\'as converted to 
Mormonism. In tiic following year he led a band of converts 
to Kirtland, Ohio, where he began his rise in the church. As a 
missionary, he traveled throughout the states, and even made 
one trip to England. In iS.pj. he succeeded to the presidency of 
the sect upon the death of Joseph Smith, the founder, 

^oung directed the historic migration which resulted, in 
18.18, in the founding of Salt Lake City, Utah. He also or- 
ganized the life of the new settlement. Under him, the ap- 
Jiaratus of church and state were identical. His scrnions were 
mainly devoted to practical management down to the minutest 
detail, ^\■l,cn the United .States took over the Northwest 
I crritones, lie was appointed governor, but when the Federal 
government .superseded him with another, he almost led his 
people to war against it. He died on August 2q 1877 


SAM HOUSTON 

Among the high lights of the career of Sam Houston, soldier 
and statesman, none glows more brightly than his performance 
as commandcr-m-chicf of an army of 700 Texans, who, on 
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April 21, 1836, defeated an army of 8,000 Mexicans in tlic 
Battle of San Jacinto. Houston became iiu'olvcd in the alTairs 
of Texas in 1832 and became the leader of tlic Texans in tlKir 
movement to win freedom from Mexico. Tlie indcix mJence 
of Texas was secured by the battle of that April day. and the 
hero of the conflict became the first j)rcsident of the Republic 
of Texas. 

Houston s road to this position had been a dc\ ions one. 1 le 
was born near Lexington, X'irginia, on Marcli 2, i7<)3. When 
his family moved to Tennessee, tlicir near neighbors ^\•ere a 
tribe of Cherokee Indians. Houston lived aiming them for 
several years, was adopted by their cliicf and even thorouglily 
mastered their language, which philologists rank as die must 
diflicult in the world. In 1811 he returned home, lauelu scliool 
for a time and then entered the army. He resigned his com- 
mission after being accused of smuggling Xcgrocs into the 
States through Florida, although he was fully cleared of the 
charge. He settled in Nashville, Tennessee, and studied law, 
and in 1827 he was chosen governor of the state. 

In January of 1829 Houston married, but three months later 
he abruptly resigned his governorship and disap])cared, leaving 
his wife. The cause of the separation was never explained fully, 

but some letters found several years later indicated that his 

/ 

wife loved another man and that for her happiness Houston 
had sacrificed himself, gi\’ing up home, po.silion and friends. 
The next three years Houston passed with Ins Indian friends. 
He took as a wife a half-breed woman with whom lie Ii\od 
until he returned to civilization. She refused to follow him. He 
sank to the lowest depths of his career during this time and was 
frequently called “Big Drunk” by the Indians. He left them 
to go to Texas. 

Houston was re-elected president of Texas in 1841, and in 
1845, when Texas was admitted to the Union, he became one 
of her first senators. He remained in the Senate until iBvi. 
when he was elected governor of Texas. He was deposed in 
1861 for adherence to the Union. After this he retired to Ins 
home in Huntsville, Texas, where he died on July 26, 1863. 
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WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON 

The abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, bom on December 
10 1805, at Newburyport, Massachusetts, paid for his educa- 
tion which was ended before he was fifteen, by sawing wood 
and’ doing other odd jobs after school. His life’s work was 
begun in 1829 \vhcn he was made editor of the Baltimore 
paper called The Genius of Universal Emancipation His 
Lrest, following a libel suit based on his fiery editorials on 
emancipation, caused much comment c\en in the South, since 
it was considered interference with freedom of the press. 

Garrison and his partner, Isaac Knapp, worked as typesetters 
to earn the money for the publication of a small paper, 1 he 
Liberator, begun in 183. and dedicated to the abolition of 
slavery. Garrison was threatened and molested and c\en 
attacked by a Boston mob, from which he was luckily rescued, 
but the paper continued to appear until after President Lincoln 
issued the emancipation proclamation. For twenty-two years 
Garrison also served as president of the American ^iti- 
Slavcry Society. The remainder of his life after the Civil ^\aI 
was peaceful. He died in New York City on May 24, 1879. 


HORACE GREELEY 

The familiar newspaper man’s story in which the hero works 
his way from a typesetter to owner and editor miglit well have 
been patterned after the life of Horace Greeley, for such was 
the route to his success. Greeley, who was born in Amherst, 
New Hampshire, on January 3, 1811, obtained his first job 
setting type on the Erie Gazette; his next was in a New York 
printer’s shop. Because of his interest in public questions, he 
founded in 1834 a weekly literary paper, the New Yorker,^ 
Greeley refused to join James Gordon Bennett in establishing 
the Herald, but on April 10, 1841, in New York, he launched 
his OUT! paper, the Daily Tribune. This paper Greeley intended 
to be a moral and intellectual aid to its readers, but above 
all it tvas a political paper, dedicated to fighting the battles of 
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the Republican Party. Greeley’s last days were sad. Iciicd by 
the scv'crc illness and death of liis wile. In addiii- n. li:.> defeat 
as the Democratic candidate for president in dl": and the 
accusation that he had been disloyal to the Repul 'liean Party, 
hurt him deeply. Greeley died on November ep, idje. 


SAMUEL FINLEY RREESE MORSE 


While studying in Yale University, from wl.ieli lie was 
graduated in 1810, Samuel F. B. Morse first showed an interest 
in electricity, which eventually led to his inventiiui of the 
telegraph. Morse wa.s born in Charlestown, Massaeliiisclts, on 
April 27, 1791. His early endeavors were in art. but his genuine 
talent in that field has been overshadowed in the popular mind 
by his inventive gifts. He was one of the founder'* of the 
National Academy of Design in 1823. E\cii afiir he to-'k up 
scientific research, he remained one of the l)e'i of the <.irly 
portrait painters. He painted Laf.iycite, Idi Whitney, ami 
several fine pictures of \\omcn. One of his .siuei> de'eribed 
him at this time as the admiration of all the young hulies in 
New York, “nolwithstandiivg he is a widower \Nith three 
children, and here and there a gray hair.” 

In 1832 while returning from a European trip, Morse learned 
of experiments in France by which electricity had been trans- 
mitted long distances. A friend remarked that it would be 
wonderful if news could be sent that way; Morse replied. W hy 
can’t it be?” He devoted the rest of the trip to \\-orking on his 
new problem. He evolved a code for the transmi'-'*ion of mes- 
sages known as the “Morse Code,” and finally coni))lcictl the 
instrument upon which modern telegraphy is based, making 
his own models, molds and castings. On September 2, 1837. 
he successfully exhibited his apparatus at the E'nivcr>it> <'f 
the City of New York, where he was professor of the an of 
design, although he had almost stopped painting. Albert \ ail, 
brass and iron worker in New Jersey, became interested in the 
invention and from then on was associated with Morse In his 
undertaking. Morse’s application for a patent was rojceied in 
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England and Russia. He obtained one in France, but the 
French government eventually appropriated his invention with- 
out coinpcnsating him. In 1843 Congress voted Morse $30,000 
to continue his work. He built an experimental line between 
Washington and Baltimore which was used for the first time 
on May 24, 1844. 

Morse introduced in America the process of photography 
developed bv Louis Daguerre, French painter and chemist. He 
also patented a marble-cutting machine and experimented \Wth 
telegraphy by submarine cable. He was one of the founders of 
\'assar, a college for women in Poughkeepsie, New York. He 
was a friend of the novelist James Fenimore Cooper, His last 
public appearance was at the unveiling of the statue of Ben- 
jamin Franklin in Printing House Square, New York City, on 
January 17, 1872. He died in New York on April 2 of that year. 
“I have been told several times,’* lie once wrote, “that I was 
bt>rn one hundred \cars too soon for the arts in our country. 


WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT 

I he pii\'aic praters of William Cullen Lrtants bo)hood 
differed from those taught to him in only one respect: they in- 
cluded a plea that he might be granted poetic genius and write 
verse that would endure. Born in western Massachusetts on 
November 3, 1794, Bryant began to write poems at an early 
age. His first version of Thanalopsis, one of bis best loved and 
most famous poems, was composed when he was only eighteen 
years old. Other early \crses wore Lines to a Waterfowl and 
To a Fringed Gentian. 

During nine years that Bryant practiced law he was con- 
stantly encouraged by his friends to continue his writing, both 
prose and verse. Eventually he settled in New York City and 
established connection with the New York Evening Post 
founded by Alexander Hamilton. His work in journalism, 
which lasted fifty years, and to which he finally gave more 
attention than to his creative writing, has been emphasized 
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less than has his poetry, although the two were considered of 
equal importance. His later work includes iransKnions of 
Homer’s Jliad and Od\ss€y and a few poems. He died on June 
12, 1878. He had a clear, penetrating voice and was an el-^- 
quent speaker. His poetry had a religious tone and simple )' \c 
of nature. 


THOM.AS C.ARLYLE 

Although Thomas Carlyle iiad little use for democracy, he 
was a prophet of moral earncsnic>s. This British writer was 
born at Ecclefcchan. Scotland, December 4, i 795 - thincen 
he entered Edinburgh Uni\ crsity: in 1814 he became a teacher 
of mathematics, and a teacher he remained in his writings. 
Dyspepsia hounded him, accounting for his bad temper. In 
1821 he met Jane AVelsh \Nhom lie later married. "For forty 
years she was the true and loving helpmate of her husband, 
he wrote on her tomb, ‘‘and by act and word unweariK' for- 
warded him as none else could. ’ 

Germany interested and influenced Carlyle. Johann olf- 
gang Goethe, its greatest writer, aroused liis enthusiasm and 
corresponded with liim. “His is tlic only healthy mind, said 
Carlyle, “that I have discovered in Europe for long genera- 
tions.” In 1828 the Carlyles retired to a lonely farm where the 
author wrote his most original work. Sattur Rcsortus. Then 
they settled in London in a large old house wherein both of 
them died — Jane in 1865 and Thomas on February 18B1. 
Carlyle’s important works include Heroes and Hero 
The French Revolution and Lije of Frederick the Great. 


RALPH WALDO EMERSON 

A poet whose happiest literary form was the essay, and 'sho 
found his power and won his fame on the lecture platform, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson gave voice to the love of liberty and 
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fearless loyalty to ideals that characterized his native New 
England. Born of a gifted family which included a number of 
clcrg>'mcn, he seems to have inherited the additional qualities 
of strenuous virtue, self-reliance, sincerity and sobriety. 

Emerson was born on May 23, 1803, in Boston. His record at 
Harvard was uiidistinguishcd c.xcept by his winning of prizes in 
literature and oratory. After his graduation in 1821, he taught 
for three years at his brother’s school for young ladies. Dissatis- 
fied with teaching, he entered Divinity School at Cambridge. 
In 1820 he became assistant pastor of the Second Church 
(Unitarian) of Boston. In the same year he married Ellen 
Tucker who died in 1832. In that year he resigned the ministry 
and, after a trip to England in 1833, began his career as a 
lecturer. 

Ilis lectures and his essays rcricctcd his tastes in reading — 
|;ocny and mystical philosophy, biography and anecdote. His 
principles were democratic while his tastes were aristocratic 
and so, while he look a sincere interest in social and political 
reform, toward specific reforms he was remote and visionary. 
Elis style was both precious and epigrammatic. When the 
Civil \Var broke out, although never an Abolitionist, he actively 
supported the Union cause; he had taken his stand a few years 
earlier when he said: “I think we must get rid of slavery or 
we must get rid of freedom." He was at his prime during the 
Civil ^Var, "keen physically and morally magnetic,” as the 
younger poet \Valt Wliitnian described him. 

In 1845 Emerson had remarried and, two years later, he had 
revisited Europe. Now in his later years he retired to Concord 
where he won the afTcciion of all. \Vhcn, in 1872, his house 
burned down, it was rebuilt by popular subscription. After his 
return from a trip to Egypt in 1873, he withdrew from 
practically all activity to the day of his death, April 27, 1882. 


HENRY DAVID THOREAU 


Henry David Thorcau was the only one of the early Concord, 
Massachusetts, writers who was a native of that town. He was 



born there on July 12, 1817. In spite of hnnnci.ii (liilioultie.. he 
succeeded in being graduated from Harvard in 1837. The poet 
Jones \eiy, who was at that time an instructor in Greek at 
Harvard, was Tlioreau s tutor. Thurcau \\'as reputed in hj\c 
been the outstanding Greek scliolar tlic 'i'ratoeendeni.d- 

ists, a group composed of ls.a!])h W'altitt Einei'ua and his 
followers. In acithiion to Greek literature, the young student 
also was influeneed by sixteenth and scvcmccntU century 
English poets, Orionlai scrijjturcs, Enur>on and 'riimnas 
Carlyle. TiiOi-eaii did not enter a profession. Eor a time lie 
taught scliool in CoiicokI. but, not wishing to liC hound by 
any occupation, lie turned evi-mually to eartiing his liveliliood 
through .survc\ ing, pencil-making and other odd jobs. 

Thorcau did not make up his mind to become a writer until 
1840. For a time he lived with Emerson, and it is said that he 
not only copied Emerson’s style of writing, but also c\en 
imitated his way of speech. During his life Thorcau published 
only two books. The fust of these, A HVcA- on the Concord and 
Merrimack Rivers, appeared in 1849 and gained scant notice. 
The second, 1 ( aldcn, in 185.1, faired little bolter, but it is now 
considered one of tlic finest books of its type in American 
literature. Among 7 ’horcau’s articles and addresses published 
in magazines is one, CiVi 7 Disobedience, which Maiiatma 
Gandhi, the contemporary Indian Jeader, read in 1907 and 
from it got an idea for Ins policy of non-violence in India. 
Thorcau was an Abolitionist and was once jailed fOr refusing 
to pay a poll tax to a government which permitted slavery. 
His family pmd the tax, and Thorcau was released. 

The majority of Thorcau’s works were not published until 
after his death from tuberculosis, on May 6, 1862. He is 
esteemed today, however, as one of the most original tliinkors 
and one of the best prose writers of his time. Thorcau's attitude 
toward industrial inventions, many of which appeared to him 
as “improved means to an unimproved end,” is of peculiar 
interest in connection with present world conditions. A famous 

saymg of his is “I never found the companion that was so 
companionable as solitude.” 


NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE 


The boyhood of the novelist Nathaniel Hawthorne would 
be of interest to a modern psychologist. Hawthorne was bom 
on the Fourth of July, 1804, in Salem, Massachusetts, and his 
father died when the boy was only four years old. His mother 
lived in seclusion for ilic rest of her life, even taking her meals 
apart from her children, Hawthorne had few boyhood ac: 
cjuaintances; for companionship and entertainment he de- 
pended upon books, the most influential of which probably 
were Sir Wjiltcr Scott's novels, .\mong his friends at Bowdoin 
College, which he entered when he was seventeen, were Henry 
\V. Longfellow, the poet, and Franklin Pierce, later a president 
of the United States. ^Vhile in college Hawthorne decided upon 
a literary career, but after graduation he retired to Salem, 
where he lived in seclusion for the next twelve years. Twice 
Told Talcs, his first publication of importance, appeared in 
1837 and attracted favorable attention. 

For a time Hawthorne was engaged as a weigher and gauger 
at the Boston Custom House, but this work left him little 
leisure or energy for writing. In 1841 he invested his slender 
.sa\ings, and lost them, in the Brook Farm community, an 
idealistic enterprise. The next year, however, he married 
Sophia Peabody, and the couple managed to obtain, rent free, 
the historic Old Manse in Concord where Ralph \V. Emerson 
had once lived. Hawthorne served for a period as head of the 
Salem Custom House, but a political shake-up left him without 
a job, thereby enabling him to devote more time to his UTiting, 

The erstwhile writer of only fairly popular short stories de- 
veloped into a successful novelist, .-^fter the appearance of 
The Scarlet Letter in i8jo, Hawthorne moved to Lenox, in the 
Berkshire Hills, where he became acquainted with the novelist* 
Herman Melville. The House of the Seven Gables was pub- 
lished in 1851, followed the next year by The Blithedale 
Romance. Hawthorne's reward for a campaign biography of 
Franklin Pierce was an appointment as United States Consul 
at Liverpool, a post which he resigned in 1856. He remained 
abroad, however, until i860, in which year The Marble Faun 
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appeared. This, together tvitli Our Old Home and tlie Frcncli 

and Italian Notebooks, composed the chief uorks of Ills later 

years. He was writing two romances tvhicli were left iniftnislicd 
at his death in 1864. 


EDGAR ALLAN POL 

The poet and story writer Edgar Allan Poe once wrote that 

‘'f Tf"* ■ ■ ; '■‘‘8'°'’ upc”' 'lie face 

of the globe, to be poor is to be despised." His opinion was 

<^><periencc, for his irregular and 
^'‘hough given a sccminglv fortuitous beginning 
was filled with poverty and hardships. Poe was born in Boston 
on January 19, 1809. Upon the early death of his parents he 
was taken to live with the family of John .Ml.ui. a merchant in 
Richmond, Virgmia, His education included a vear at the 
University of Virginia, where he began gambling and drink- 
ing. A quarrel with lus foster father over this and other matters 
ended by Poe’s leaving Richmond in 18-7, penniless and 
piactically disowned by Allan, who was then a wealthy man. 
He wem to Boston, where he published his first volume of 
poems Tamerlane and Other Poems, estimated by some to be 
the most valuable collector’s item in .American literature today. 

At the time neither this nor two later volumes of poetry 
attracted much notice. ^ ^ 

subsequently entered the 
Liuted States Military Academy at West Point, from uhicli 

with an himself dismissed. He then lived in Baltimore 
iMth an aunt, whose daughter Virginia he later married. Duri.io- 
this time he wrom short stories with some success and in .83? 
returned to Richmond as editorial assistant on the liter.arv 
magarme AWtigcr. He became an e.vpcrt magazine ivriter 
and continued m th.s field following his move to Philadelphia 

n 1837. His weird stories are supreme in the field of horror 
literature, 

r passed in Ncu- \'oik 

ity. Ihe first of his poems to attract any attention was The 
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Raven, which appeared in January of 1845. In that year Poe 
became one of the editors of the Broadway Journal, but the 
magazine was unsuccessful. Poe was ill much of the remainder 
of his life. \'irginia died in 18.17, and from that time on his 
drinking increased and he struggled feebly against weakness 
and o]>ium. In 1849 made a \'isit to Richmond, during 
which he became re-engaged to a former sweetheart. On his 
return journey he \vas found delirious on the streets of Balti- 
more and died there on October 7. 


PIENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW 

Portland, Maine, claims the distinction of having as her son 
one of America's best-loved poets, Henry IVadsworth Long- 
fellow, who was born- in tliat city on February 27, 1807. He 
prepared for college at the Portland Academy and entered 
Bowdoin in 1821. 

Although during his last college days Longfellow gave serious 
consideration to the idea of a life devoted to literary pursuits, 
he began the study of law in his father’s office after his gradu- 
ation in 1825. All invitation to teach modern languages at his 
Alma Mater came almost immediately. This woik \vas pre- 
ceded by a European tour for study and observation, during 
which he met \Vashington Irving, author of the Sketch Book. 
This volume, which he read when he was twelve, was the 
one book that fascinated Longfellow as a child and perhaps 
gave him the first glimpse of his own poetic talent. 

The term of professorship at Bowdoin was punctuated by 
writing which won distinction for the young autlior both at 
home and abroad and led to an offer, when he was not yet 
twenty-eight, to teach modern languages and literature at 
Harvard. Again he went to Europe in preparation for his 
work. On this trip he was introduced to such notable figures 
as Carlyle and Robert Browning. lie was accompanied by his 
wife, who died in Rotterdam. The next summer in Switzerland 
he met Frances Elizabeth Appleton, of Boston, who became his 
second wife in 1843. 
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In 1836 I.origfcI!ou' took up liis pn^iii.,ii at Iiicii 

he held for cigluccn years. 'I he Harvard prri,.rl s..\^■ il;.- be- 
ginning of Ids real poetic nehicveinents. His liewdai'tw h p--enis, 
such as Erar.nclhu', The CouilJu/, of Mil. t S'endi^h and VAe 
Song of flinu’olha, were conipo'-eil (.luring this tliut . In addliiou 
to these were innumerable shoii< r )><>eins sm h a^ //, '•?/- h> d.. 
E’ighl, Wreck of the Ilcsfoim, The IV/bzee I'd.o i.,f uth and 
The Midnight Hide of Paul Hi :. ),-, and work on tlie !'!!■■' ■, 
Christus whiclt bears a more imimaie relaiiou t-. l...:igfe!I' v. \ 
personal life than any of his other \\*ritin<i>. 

A second domestic tragedy oecurred in July, iCbi. wiicn 
Mrs. Longfellow's summer dress was ignited bv a candle aitd 
she was fatally burned before help conhl reacli h- r. \V!u n ie; 
was able to resume work after thi.s sorrow. Longfellow b(-_.,in 
his tramdation of Dante's The Dirine r'um^dy. wbirirhe 
firdshed in 1870. This was tlic author'.s last imporiaut w.aL i i 
died at his home in Cambridge on March gj, i.'k'L'. 


JOHN GRLLNLEAI’ ^\'HITl'Il:R 

John Grecnleaf Whittier, who was born in Ilavorldli, Massa- 
chusetts, on December 17, 1807, bcg.iu his career simidv as a 
local poet. He overcame many ob.Ntacles in order to attain Ids 
later eminence. His early poems were published in (ountry 
newspapers, but his father was not sympathetic, and it is 
asserted that he discouraged Ids son's lilerat v aspirations on ilu' 
grounds that poetry would not give him I)rcad. C:rccid( jf w.is 
permitted to attend school only after he had iniured Ids 
health by doing farm work that was too heav y for him. He was 
never able to go to college, but instead engaged in editorial 
work on newspapers and magazines. His j>oor health frequently 
forced him to give. up his work and return to the farm to re- 
cuperate. He published Legends of Neic England, in Prose and 
Verse in 183 1. 

In 1833 the poet engaged in the antislavcry movement, al- 
though he well knew that this might mean the ruin of his poetic 
career and his political ambitions. When he first allied himself 
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with this cause, he believed that he should give up his poetry, 
not realizing until later the propaganda value of verse. Critics 
consider a few of his poems in this field, notably Massachusetts 
to Virgmia, to be not only propaganda but also genuine poetry. 

Whittier did not confine himself entirely to the abolitionist 
movement. He was also writing a few of his best short poems 
and, beginning in 1837, some of his works were published in the 
Atlantic Alonthly. After the Civil War he was free once more 
to de\'ote his best efforts to \ ersc. In several ways Whittier was 
handicapped in his chosen field. He was color blind to reds 
and greens, and in his later years he was partially deaf. Al- 
though he was attractive to both women and men, moral 
passion rather than sensuality seems to have been uppermost in 
his character and poems. Snoivbound, probably the best loved 
of Whittier’s works, was published in 1866. Other volumes 
appeared after this, but his outstanding contributions had al- 
ready been made. He was interested in other reforms, but none 
took the place of the antislaN ery cause. Until his death in 1892 
he enjoyed numerous honors that were fitting compensations 
for the many hardships he had endured. 


OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES 

The historic house at Cambridge in which the Battle of 
Bunker Hill was planned was the birthplace of the American 
poet Oliver Wendell Holmes on .August 29, 1809. He attended 
Harvard and was graduated in 1829. The next year he wrote 
the patriotic lyric Old Ironsides, literally saving the frigate 
Constitution from being scrapped, and gaining a wide repu- 
tation. Holmes, an extremely versatile man, first studied law 
and then medicine, receiving his M.D. degree in 1836. His 
work in this latter field included experiments in the use of the 
microscope. Later lie invented a small stereoscope for hand 
use. He married in 1840 and seven years later became professor 
of anatomy and physiology at Harvard. He wrote a life of 
Emerson and was a close friend of James Russell Lowell, John 
G, Whittier and Harriet Beecher Stowe. To the latter he 
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wrote; “I know that you will remain always thoroughly and 
entirely womanly, charitable, hopeful." 

The ChcnibcTcd \ autilus and 7 he Tast Leaf arc the pocni'; 
by which he is best remembered, but it was the .•success of The 
Autocrat of the Breakfast Table that marked the beginninc of 
a new life in the field of literature for the doctor-autlior. 
large part of his literary output was verse for special occa'iionv. 
His sense of humor and love of country were outstandine 
traits. He died in Boston on October 7, 1894. 


JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL 

After his graduation from Harvard in 1838, the poet Janies 
Russell Lowell took up the study of law because to him. like 
to many another youth with poetic inclinations, there did not 
seem to be anything else to do. After he was admitted to the 
bar, his clients were not numerous, and he continued writing. 
Prior to the Civil War, Lowell was one of the banner-bearers 
of the antislavery movement. In this period he published some 
of his best known works; The J’ision of Sir Launfal, A Fable 
for Critics, and the first series of The Biglow Papers. 

In 1855 Lowell was appointed to succeed Henry \V. Long- 
fellow as Smith Professor of Modern Languages at Harvard, 
where he continued to teach for the greater part of the next 
twenty years. Lowell served as the first editor of the Atlantic 
Monthly, in which he published a second scries of The Bighic 
Pa/jm, and as a joint editor of the North American Reeiew. 
He also was minister to Spain and later to England, where he 
was extremely popular. In 1885 he retired to his birthplace, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, where he died on August 12, 1801, 
at the age of seventy-two. 


STEPHEN COLLINS FOSTER 

Stephen Collins Foster, American song writer, was bom in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., on July 4, 1826, of a prosperous, middle-class 
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family. Spurning college, he \\cnt to work as a bookkeeper. 
After four years of that, he discovered that he could earn his 
living by his musical talent. For a time he was a minstrel per- 
former and his music was written solely for that medium. He 
turned out his songs with amazing rapidity and some of them 
were worthless. But his best work showed an almost magic 
gift for mcMiHuous phrasing, and gave powerful expression to 
the nostalgic melancholy of the Negro people. Among his most 
successful songs were: Swance River, My Old Kentucky Home, 
Old Black Joe, O Susanna, Old Dog Tray, Nelly Was a Lady, 
and Away Down South {in Dixie). 

He was married in 1850, but he and his wife had separated 
when, in i860, he went to New York City. There he passed his 
remaining years in poverty and heavy drinking. He continued 
to write songs, but few of them survive. He died in Bellevue 
Hospital on January 13, 1864. 


HARRIET BEECHER STOWE 

Following a visit to the home of her brother Henry Ward 
Beecher, during which the most frequent topic of conversation 
was slavery, Harriet Beecher Stowe received a letter from her 
sister-in-law, who wrote: "Now, Hattie, if I could use a pen 
as you can, I would write something that would make this 
whole nation feel what an accursed thing slavery is.” That was 
the incentive for her novel Uncle Tom's Cabin, the most in- 
fluential contribution of American literature to the emanci- 
pation movement. 

The author of this famous book was born at Litchfield, 
Connecticut, on June 14, 181 1. She learned to sew and knit, 
and she was permitted to read such material as prayer books, 
hymns, poems and sermons, but she read everything she could 
get her hands on, including The Arabian Nights, which she dis- 
covered for herself and secretly enjoyed. 

The question of slavery wa.s brought to Mrs. Stowe’s atten- 
tion by a visit to a Kentucky estate that she later used as the 
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^tting for Uncle Tom's Cabin, and by passing ci-^htccn years in 

Cincinnati, wlicrc runaway slaves were eonstamlv crossing ilie 

river. In 1835 she married Professor Calvin !'/ Sn.u l-. Mrs. 

Stowe was a devoted wife and mother. I h r luisb.nul h.-eame a 

professor at Bowdoin College, Brnn.wiek. Maine, in iBin. 

Cater they lived at Andover, Massachusetts. Mrs. Stowe dic’d 
on July I, 189G. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

Abraham Lincoln, the sixteenth President of the L^nitcd 
Steves, was born on a farm about fourteen miles from 
Elizabethtown in the backwoods of Kentucky, on February 12, 
1809. His education consisted of less than one year's formal 
schooling, but with the aid of his mother he learned to road 
and study at home. In the frontier emironment of Indiana 
and Illinois, to which the family later migrated, Abe developed 
physically, too; when he was twenty-one he was six feet, four 
inches tall, and a matchless wrestler, runner, and weight-lifter. 

He was a storekeeper in New Salem, 111 ., in 1832, "when he 

on the Whig ticket for election to the state 
legislature. Two years later he was elected and served two 
terms. The death of Ami Rutledge, a beautiful girl to whom 
he was engaged, .saddened Iiim. In 1837 he was admitted to the 
bar after studying at home for six years, and moved to Spring- 
held where he married Mary Todd in i8}2 and was elected 
in 184.J. to the United States House of Ropresentaiives. ^Vhen 
slavery became the issue of the day, Lincoln took the stand in 
opposition to its extension and expressed his views at the found- 
ing convention of the Illinois Republican party in 1836. Two 
years later, during a campaign for United States Senator, he 
confounded his opponent in a series of debates. Stephen A. 
Douglas won the election by vote of the state legislature, but 
Lincoln had obtained a majority of the popular vote and had 
laid 'the groundwork for his victory in the presidential election. 

In i860 Lincoln was elected President. In the years of the 
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Civil War that followed he earned the cognomen, Preserver 
of His Country. Two documents stand out as testimonials to 
his greatness in those days: the Emancipation Proclamation 
which he issued on January i, 1863 and the Gettysburg Ad- 
dress, delivered at the dedication of the historic battlefield, 
November 19, 1863. His proposals for the establishment of 
peace are also monuments to his humanity and genius. In 
1864 he was re-elected by a large majority. Yet all rancor had 
not died away, and soon after victory ov’er the Confederacy he 
was shot by an obscure actor, John Wilkes Booth, at Ford’s 
Theater, in Washington. The following day, April 15, 1865, 
Lincoln died. One of the most moving expressions of grief 
of the many that swept over the country was the mourning 
poem of Walt Whitman, O Captain! My Captain. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS 

Jefferson Davis, president of the Confederate States of Amer- 
ica, was born in Kentucky on June 3, 1808. After being grad- 
uated from the United States Military Academy in 1828, 
Davis remained in the Army, serving ehiefly in W'isconsin. 
There he had a severe attack of pneumonia that left him with 
a facial neuralgia by which he was frequently incapacitated 
and sometimes blinded. After resigning his Army commission, 
Davis married and moved to Mississippi. His bride died within 
three months of their marriage. 

In 1845 Davis re-married and in the same year was elected 
to the House of Representatives. His work there was only 
started when ^var with ^lexico broke out, and he returned to 
the Army. His regiment fought well, and after the war Davis 
was nationally kno^^■n. He again took up his duties in Congress, 
this time in the Senate, and later served under President Pierce 
as Secretary of W ar. When he re-entered the Senate in 1857, 
the question of slavery was becoming more and more impor- 
tant. Davis, whose Negroes on his Mississippi plantation had 
been well-treated and contented, could not believe in the 
reality of the abuses attributed to the system. He maintained 
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that the Southern states had a right to secede, and upon the 
triumph of the Republican Party with Lincoln’s election, he 
became convinced of the necessity of secession. 

Following the ^vithdrawaI of his own state from the I'nion, 
iJavis left the Senate in i8Gi. He was inaugurated Vrc^ldcnt of 
the Confederate States in 1862 and was iioldin^ that olhce 
when the Confederacy collapsed. Davis was jutigrd severely bv 
some of his contemporaries, but he was. nevertheless. ,.,ic of 
the strongest forces in the Soiitli during the four wars in wliiih 
It maintained the struggle with an enemv ' nmcli better 
equipped. The mistreatment that Davis siifTcretl at the hand, 
of his northern foes after his capture in 1803 served to make 
him somcwliat of a martyr and to restore him to his former 
place m the affections of the South. During his last vears Davis 
visited Europe, served as president of an insurance company 
and wrote two book.s, but he declined anv part in iiolitics. He 
died m ^ew Orleans on December 6 , 1880. 


ROBERT EDW ARD EEI. 

As a cadet officer and then adjutant of the corps during his 
last school year, Robert Edward Lee, the great Confederate 
general, began his military career at W'c.t Point. lie was grad- 
uated from the United States Military Academy in 1829, 
second in a class of fifty-six. I.cc was married to Marv Custis 
at Arlington House, Virginia, on June 30. 1831. 

Lee took an active part in the war with Mexico as chief 
engineer of the United States Army and was made a colonel 
for gallantry m the battle at Chapultepcc, whcio he was 
wounded. He served as superintendent of the Academy at 
West Point from 1852 to 1855. In 1859 a company of marines 

which he commanded captured John Brown, abolitionist, at 
Harper’s Ferry. 

When the Civil War broke out Lee was offered command of 
the United States Army, but he tendered his resignation on 
April 20, 1861, and three days later was nominated by acclama- 
tion as commandcr-in-chief of the Virginia forces. Lrc w as in 
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direct command of the Anriy defending Richmond in June of 
1862. Two months later he was promoted to general. It was 
not until February 9, 1863, after the Southern cause had al- 
ready become hopeless, that he was appointed commander-in- 
chief of all the military forces of the Confederacy. * 

Lee surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant, commander of the 
Union forces, at Appomattox on April 9, 1863. It was the first 
time the two generals had met since they served together in 
Mexico. The next day Lee sadly took leave of his troops and 
proceeded to Richmond where he was received with an ova- 
tion. Lee remained in retirement at his home at Brookhill near 
Richmond for some time, refusing a number of business offers. 
He finally accepted tlic presidency of Wasliington College 
(now Washington and Lee University), at Lexington, Virginia. 
He succeeded in bringing the college from a slate of near 
collapse to prosperity. 

Lee was born at Stratford, \'irginia, on January 9, 1807. His 
unexpected death occurred on October 12, 1870. He liad taken 
his place at tlic tea table with his family to ask a blessing on 
the meal when he was stricken with congestion of the brain. 
His wife, three .sons and four daughters survived. His body 
rests beneath tlic chapel of Washington and Lee University. 


liLYSSi'S SIMPSON GRANT 

When liic Ca\il War broke out, Ulysses Simpson Grant was 
clerking in his brother's store in Galena, Illinois, poverty- 
stricken, .shabbily dressed and apparently doomed to failure 
and obscurity. This man, who had been unsuccessful in farming 
and had failed in several business ventures, soon became a 
famous general, and .several years later he was inaugurated as 
tile eighteenth president of the United States. Grant, who was 
originally named Hiram Ulysses, was bom on April 27, 1822. 
\Vhen he entered the United States Military Academy at 
West Point, at the age of se\entecn, his name was erroneously 
listed “Ulysses Simpson Grant.” The error was never corrected, 
and he became knowm by that name, the initials of which gave 
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rise at various periods to the nicknames of "I'ncle Sam." 

United States and "Unconditional Surremlor." Cr.mt saw- 
active service in the war with Mexico, and he was nnt next 
to the Nonlnvcst. At this point Grant, ul.o u;,s il.m ,,,,,t.„n, 
left the army because fmtlicr promotion seemed inip-.vsiblc 
and the pay was small, but when the Civil War came, h.- .aid- 

Ihc governmeut educated mo for the armv. and altlauich I 
have served througli one war, I am still in debt lo liic govern- 
ment, and willin;; to diseiiarec ilie obligation." 

Gram’s first major victory wa.s the captmc of Tort Doneho,, 
to the commander of wliieh he sent his famous message: ' \o 
terms except uneondilional and immediate surrender ean be 
accepted. I propf)sc to mo\c immcdiatelv unon \our works" 
Grant progressed to posts of danger and rcspon'sibilitv until 
on March 2, 18G.1, he was made lieutenant general ami a few 
days later took command of the armies of the United States. 
Ihc conflict ended on April 9, iSGj, with the surremler at 
Appomattox of General Robert !■. Lee, comm.mder of the 
Confederate forces. 

He was inaugurated as president of die United States in iSC) 
and was re-elected for a second term. At its close he made a 
tour of the world. In 188.1 Grant, who had once managed the 
affairs of a nation, was .swindled to the point of bankruptcy. 
The last year of his life was one of liis most heroic. In spite 
of intense suffering caused by cancer of the throat, he wrote 
his autobiography, hoping that its sale would produce funds 
for his wife He died on July 23, 1885, and after an imprc.ssivc 
service his body was laid in a mausoleum on Riverside Drive, 
New ^ork City, overlooking the Hudson River. 


FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE 

Florence Nightingale raised nursing to the dignity of a 
branch of medicine and a profession in itself. She was born 
of wealthy English parents in Florence, Italy, on May 12, 1820. 
When she was twenty-four she horrified her family by lier 
decision to adopt nursing as a career. After a period of study 
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in Europe, she became superintendent of a London hospital in 
1853. 

In 1854, "hen England was stirred by reports of horrible 
suffering among the sick and wounded soldiers fighting in the 
Crimean \Var, Miss Nightingale was sent ^vith a staff of thirty- 
eight (later increased to 10,000) to supervise the work of 
caring for them. Indomitable will and a genius for organi- 
zation enabled her to overcome great odds, and soon a tremen- 
dous decrease was effected in the death rate. 

Her war work brought her royal honors, fame and financial 
assistance for her peacetime projects which were mainly centers 
for the training of nurses. Her manner of living was quiet but 
actiNC. She died on August 13, 1910. 


CLARA BARTON 

Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, was born 
in North Oxford, Massachusetts, on December 25, 1821. At 
Bordentown, New Jersey, she organized the first free school in 
iliat slate. After failing health forced her to resign from this 
work. Miss Barton obtained a position in the Patent Office in 
^Vashingion, where she worked until the outbreak of the Civil 
i\'ar. 

Leaving ^Vorccstcr, Massachusetts, to visit her brother, who 
had been taken prisoner by the Confederates, Miss Barton 
inserted a notice in the paper offering to carry gifts from other 
families to their wounded relatives, Before the war was over, 
she had a building filled with such material and was the 
recognized agent of communication between the soldiers and 
their people. The government assisted her in her work, and 
after the war President Lincoln appointed her as head of a 
bureau organized to locate 80,000 men listed as missing in 
action. 

In 1869 Clara Barton went to Switzerland to rest. There she 
first heard of the Red Cross Society, which she promptly 
joined. Her rest consisted of strenuous relief work. In 1881 Miss 
Barton succeeded in establishing an American branch of the 
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Red Cross and served as its president for munv years. She had 

an amendment instituted which broadened the >Lopc of the 

society s ^vork to include not only ^var but also disasters. Her 

duties carried her to such scenes as Micliigan forest hre-;, 

Mississippi valley floods, a drouth in Texas and a cyclone <in 

the Sea Islands of South Carolina. Clara Barton died on .\prii 
17, 1912. 


CHARLES DARWIN 

The greatest English naturalist of the nineteenth century, 
Charles Robert Darwin, was born at Shrewsbury, February 12,' 
1809. His mother was the daughter of Josiali ^Vedgvvood, the 
famous potter. His father hoped that he would enter the 
ministry, but after his graduation from Christ's College, 
Cambridge, in 1831, Darwin went around the world as a 
naturalist on the H.M.S. Beagle. This voyage lasted nearly five 
years. 

From 1838 to 1841 Darwin was secretary to the Geological 
Society and was in frequent contact with the geologist" Sir 
Charles Lyell, whose book Principles of Geology played an 
important part in paving the way for Darwin’s work. During 
his world tour he made a study of the fauna of the Galapagos 
Islands which implanted the idea of evolution in his mind. 
In 1858 his paper on the theory of natural selection was read 
to the Linnaean Society of London. This was primarily an ex- 
planation of the adaptability of animals and plants, but it led 
to the acceptance of the theory of evolution. The method of 
work and the aims of natural history >vere revolutionized fol- 
lowing the publication in 1859 of Danvin's most outstanding 
book, The Origin of Species, of which the entire first edition 
of 1,250 copies was sold in one day. The Variation of Anwials 
and Plants under Domestication, published in 1868, ranks 
second in importance among the naturalist’s books. He ex- 
tended liis general thesis to man in 1871 with the writing t-f 
The Descent of Man and Selection in Relation to Sex. 1 he<o 
books aroused religious and educational leaders to storms of 
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controversy in which one of Darwin’s ablest defenders was 
the English biologist Thomas Huxley. 

Darwin married in 1839 and in 1842 moved from London to 
Down, where he passed the rest of his life, the latter years of 
which he devoted to the demonstration of his theories. He 
made a constant endeavor to keep an unbiased mind in order 
to give up any hypothesis as soon as facts were shown to be 
opposed to it. lie took care of his own correspondence, even 
replying courteously to a young man preparing a lyceum lecture 
who requested an abbreviated statement of Darwin’s views. The 
youth said he did not have time to read the scientist’s books. 
Darwin received the Prussian order Pour Ic Merite in 1871 
and became a member of the French Academy in 1878. He 
died on April 19, 1882. 


MICHAEL FARADAY 

Michael Faraday, British chemist and physicist, is ranked as 
one of the most brilliant experimentalists science has ever 
known. His researches included many branches of science. In 
the field of physics his name is familiar to e\cry student; in 
chemistry his discoN'cries included a number of new chemical 
compounds. Ilis work in electricity made possible magneto and 
dynamo machines, and his studies in electrolysis were of great 
value. 

This scientist, the son of a blacksmith, was born near London 
on September 22, 1791. He received practically no education 
and was apprenticed to a bookbinder. He studied science in 
his leisure time. In 1812 he attended the lectures of the 
chemist Sir Humphry Davy, and subsequently asked him for 
some scientific occupation. Sir Humphry made Faraday his 
assistant. In 1833 Faraday was appointed professor of chemis- 
try in the Royal Institution; in 1833 he received a pension of 
$1,500 a year for his scrviccs'in science. He lectured at the 
Royal Academy, refused the presidency of the Royal Society 
and was a knight of several European orders. He was religious, 
generous and sympathetic. He died on August 25, 1867. 
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CHARLES DICKENS 


Dickens’s poverty-stricken cliildliood strength, ni'il liis de- 
termination to succeed and played an inllu<Tiii,,l part in 
shaping the career of England's most popular norclisi. Ho va; 
born at Landport on February 7, i8i_>, and was <lni>iem'd 
Charles John IltilTam Dickens. Ilis caily thus uerc p.i-sod in 
Chadiam where as a rather frail bov lie ocenpied his lime 
reading textbooks of the Baptist minister's lib.arv and novels 
from his father’s eollection of English literature. 'When tl.e 
athcr teas thrown into debtor's prison, his mother, ivith a 
family of eight to provide for, used Ciharles in meiii.d tasks at 
home and sent him to work in his spare time at a w.ireliouse, 

J here are hints of this dismal period in Dai id Id. 

An interval as a solicitor’s clerk was succeeded bv ncwsiiaper 
and Parliamentary reporting. He wrote magadne sketches 
illustrated by George Cruikshaiik, English caiic.iinrist and 
signed them with the pen name ‘■Boz," Dickens w.is m.iriicd 
on Apnl 2, 1836, and the foundation for his literary endeavors 
was laid succc.ssfully with PickaiV/. Pn/.erj in iBth-ty. Next 
came Oliver Twist, then Nicholas Nicklrby, The Old Curiosity 
Shop, and Martin Chuzzlcwit. 1 he famous Christmas Carol 
was also of this period. 

Dickens took his family to Genoa in 184 lie returned to 
London to be the first editor of tlie Daily News and then passed 
some months in Switzerland where he began the writing of 
Domhey and Son. Subsequently he settled once more in Lon- 
don and in 1849 David Coppcrfield appeared, followed by 
Bleak House and A Tale of Two Cities. In i8-,o he began the 
editorship of the magazine Household Words. He held the 
position until 1839 when he took over a similar periodical, All 

the Year Round. The writing of Our Mutual Friend was com- 
pleted in 1865. 

Dickens had embarked on a new field— the detective story 
whose hero was Edwin Drood— \vhcn he died suddenly in tlic 
year 1870. A tour of America in 1867, on which he gave read- 
ings from his works, had taxed his strength, but he had dis- 

147 


regarded warning symptoms of ill heatth. He was buried in the 
Poets* Corner of Westminster Abbey. 


WILLIAM MAKEPEACE THACKERAY 

William Makepeace Thackeray, British author, was bom in 
Calcutta, India, on July i8, i8ii. He was sent to England to 
school, where he entered Trinity College in 1829 and left 
the next year without taking a degree. Thackeray went to 
Paris to study art. He never became a great painter but he did 
become an excellent illustrator. His marriage in 1836 did not 
bring him mucli happiness, for four years later his \s ifc became 
ill and her mind failed. 

The young man returned to London in 1837 and wrote for 
Fraser’s Magazine. With the publication of the Snob Papers in 
Punch in 1846 his reputation was established. Vanity Fair, 
completed in 1848, placed him in the first rank as a novelist 
and gave its name to a new magazine. This was followed by 
Pendennis; Henry Esmond, considered by some to be hh most 
perfect work; and The Newcomes. 

Thackeray delivered a series of lectures in 1831 which he 
repeated in America in 1852 and 1833. These lectures pro- 
\ iclcd a theme for some of the most amusing of his caricatures, 
lie was an unsuccessful candidate for Parliament in 1857. Then 
he became editor of the Cornhill Magazine. He resigned the 
position in 18G2, although he continued to write for the maga- 
zine until his sudden death on December 24, 1863. He was 
buried in Kcnsal Green and only a bust to his memory was 
placed in AVestminster Abbey. 


QUEEN VICTORIA 

Queen \’ictoria shaped the manners and customs of her 
romitry for almost a century and made the British Crown a 
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^mbol of royal rectitude and private virtue. Sl,e born at 
^ensingtOT Palace on May 24, 1819, the only child of Edrs ard, 
JJuke of Kent, the fourth son of King George III. The duke 
nad married late, when it was evident liis older brothers would 
have no heir. Her father's death left her from inf.mct itt the 
complete care of her German mother uho reared her in 
convent-hke seclusion, never allowing her to re.nl novels. She 
also had a German go\'crncss. 

Her accession to the throne on June 20. lO j;. cpoiied uji a 
period of gaiety and social festivity, as \‘icioria to ex- 

press her own personality, and her willfulness brouelit her into 
almost immediate conflict with her cabinet. Hut her marriage, 
on l-ebruary 10, 1840, to her cousin the German Prince Aiba t,' 
wrou^it an almost complete change in her public and private* 

1 e. Her husband became her political mentor, Iier spiritual 
guide and the object of her unqualified devotion: she became 
a convert to the moral primness tiiat characterized iicr subse- 
quent life. Nine children were born to liiem, im luding Princess 
Victoria, the mother of Kaiser Wilhelm II of Germany, and 
the Prince of Wales who succeeded his mother to the throne 
as Edward VII. Albert’s death in 186 1 was a blow that pro- 
foundly affected the rest of her long life. She observed vear.s of 
mourning. 

Victoria’s long reign was an acti\c one and throughout she 
too- a leading part in governmental affairs. Developments 
occasionally found her on the losing side of an issue, but when 
sue 1 an issue uas decided, she was astute enough to make the 
wmnmg s.de her own Thus she never lost favjr, to anv great 
extent, with her people. The aging “Widow of ^Vindsor'■ be- 
came a national institution. Generally, liberalism scored many 
gams at home, under her rule, while imperialism expanded the 
British Empire abroad. Her jubilee on the fiftieth anniversary 
of her accession was celebrated throughout the world. Indeed 
It was a period of national greatness that ended with Iici 
death on January 22, 1901. In the funeral procession rscrc 
an unprecedented number of European royalty, many of them 
her descendants. 
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BENJAMIN DISRAELI 

Benjamin Disraeli, the Earl of Bcaconsfield, British states- 
man and author wlio became prime minister of England, never 
attended a public school or a university. Descended from a 
celebrated Jewish family named D israeli, he was bom in 
London on December 21, 1804. Apprenticed for a brief time 
to a firm of attorneys, his father's iniliicncc gained him an easy 
entrance into .society, and before he was twenty he was a well 
known man about town. His first novel, ThVmn Grey, appeared 
in 1826. His other important works were Coningsby, Sybil, 
Lothair and Endxmiou. 

Disraeli ira\cled extensively and used the experiences he 
g<tincd as the basis for some of his books. After sc\'cral un- 
successful attempts, he was elected to the House of Commons 
in 1847, the year that Queen Victoria ascended the throne. He 
was aj)pointcd chancellor of the exchequer in 1852 and held 
the post ten months. Six years later ho was named to the same 
position under Lord Derby. He attained his ambition in r868 
\\hcti he became prinw' minister (ui the resignation of Lord 
Dei by. lie .seived less than a year, but was again named prime 
mmistei in 187.^ and (devated to the peerage two years later as 
k.ai! of lieatonsfielcl. 'I'he queen was deeply attached to him. 
He resigned in j88o and died on April i<), 1881. 


WILLIAM EWART GLADSTONE 

The Eiiylisli M.uesin.M) William Ewart Gladstone, the great- 

e.t orator of Ins age. dominated the English parliament for the 

)C(ler part of sjMy years. He made the chancellorship of the 

e.seheriuer one of the outstanding offices of state. As a practical 

cconomrst and a conscientious and moral leader, he introduced 

C O, ms uhich marked h,s period as one of the most notable in 

g IS iistory. He believed that local autonomy was the only 

so ution for the imperial problem and he tried to obtain home 

lulc for Ireland. Throughout his career he fought against in- 
crca.sing armaments. ® 
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Gladstone was born at Liverpool on December 2 q, i 8 oq. He 
attended Eton and Oxford and would have become a preacher 
but his father persuaded him to take up politics. He entered 
^Jhament in 1833. Between 1868 and 1804 l^c was Prime 
Minister four times. Outside of Parliament he was a book 

aud its Rclanous w,th the Church, u pica for political su- 

Eh spintual independence of the Cliurcli. He com- 

pleted a translation of the Odes of Horace on the day of his 

Crsle-r-Aht^y,”^ 


ALFRED TENNYSON 

DOM Tennyson, was appointed England’s 

poet laureate to succeed William \Vordst™rth. Tenn son’s 

lines’’ "'atX" t ^1'- 'll « 0 "^ 

rhosfol^ liitLhS whiehTc'^e 8^' TheletrLde 

his friends wore William 't^ 'Inath. Among 

Thomas Carlyle and Z, ''Tliam Gladstoni; 

Hallam. Upon Hallam’T un,imeirdeath°V'‘''’ 

izcd this cherished comoaninn ^ immortaU 

Break, and with the deZ/n T ’ ‘‘''f 

elegiac poem in English litcraturc^^^^^' ^ Ijclovcd 

Milton’s Lycidas, Tennyson was handto^^ surpassed only by 
him as “one of the finest looklno- Caiiylc described 

Health was not robust anVl^tfereZ''" 

ow his life he interspersed periods of ori'T'"’ 

*^onastic seclusion with frenumt a ^"^^'^ude and almost 

vice Icnnyson refused a 
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baronetcy, offered the first time in 1865 by Queen Victoria and 
the second time in 1868 by Benjamin Disraeli, but in 1883 he 
accepted a peerage at Gladstone's request. He took his seat in 
the House of Lords on March ii, 1884. Tennyson’s mental 
and physical faculties were well preserved until his death. The 
light of a full moon fell across his bed as he died holding a 
volume of Shakespeare, whicli he had read with enjoyment 
during the last hours of his life. He died on October 6, 1892, 
and was buried in the Poets’ Corner of Westminster Abbey. 

Tennyson's longer poems include Enoch Arden (one of the 
most widely read), Idylls of the King, lilaud, and The Princess. 
In ilie latter, dealing with the question of feminism, are some 
of his best known lyric verses, such as “The splendor falls, 
“Now slecp'< the crimson petal,” the exquisite “Sweet and low’ 
and “Tears, idle tears.” Among his numerous other loved 
poems arc Locksley Hall, Ulysses, The Brook, The Lady of 
Shalott, The Charge of the Light Brigade, and Crossing the 
Bar. 


ROBERT BROWNING 

Robert Browning was born in a London suburb on May 7 j 
1012. His education was a mixture of formal schooling and 
private instruction, through which he cultivated a taste for 
books, learned French as well as Latin and Greek, studied 
music and drawing, danced, rode, boxed and fenced. He was 
strongly infiucnced by the writings of Percy Bysshe Shelley and 
at the age of twenty published anonymously a poem which was 
a tribute to Shelley. Paracelsus, the first poem to which Brown- 
ing attached his name, appeared two years later. Although he 
was never highly successful as a dramatist, Browning was in- 
tensely interested in the theater and during the next few years 
he interspersed his other work with a number of dramatic 
pieces, including Pippa Passes, which contains some of his most 
famous lines, notably, “God’s in his Heaven — all’s right with 
the world!” which sums up Browning’s joyous optimism. This 
period also marked the beginning of his acquaintanceship with 
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Italy, where he was to spend tlic happiest \cars of his life. For 

m 1846 this most masculine and vigorous of poets mairied ilic 

frail Elizabeth Barrett, of Wimpolc Sireei in London, and 

carried her off to Italy. Both the Brownings weie de\'oied tu 

that country and took a personal interest in its liberation and 
unification. 

Although during his married life Bro\\ning's literary pio- 
duction was not large, at the time of his wife's death many of 
his best loved poems were complete, .■\mong them were: Home 
Thoughts from Abroad, Memorabilia. One Word More, fra 
lippo Lippi, Andrea del Sarto, ‘'Dc Guslibus— ’, Tieo in the 
Cam pagna, and My Last Duchess. He again took up residence 
in England and achieved a position as a leading English poet. 
In 1867 he woii an honorary degree from the L'niversity of Ox- 
ford and became an honorary fellow of Balliol College. The 
next year appeared his opus, The Ring and the Book. 

During his last years Browning was famous and led a semi- 
public life. He died at his son s lioinc in Wnicc on December 
*12, 1889, and was buried in the Poets’ Coiner of ^\ C'tminstcr 
Abbey on December 31. 


ELIZABETH BARRETT BROU NING 

When the English poetess Elizabeth Barrett Bro^cning was 
fifteen she suffered a spinal injury while attempting to saddle 
her pony. This, together with a pulmonary ailment, and the 
shock of her favorite brother's drowning, made her a semi- 
invalid foi life. Books became her world. In i8^B the Barrett 
family took up residence at Wimpolc Street in London. Miss 
Barrett published ttvo volumes of poctrv in 18.] p The poet 
Robert Browning was attracted by them* and was eventually 
introduced to their author. Their love .story is one of the most 
beautiful in all literary history. Knowing that it would ho 
useless to ask her father's con.seni, the couple married secictiv. 
Taking her dog Flush and a faithful maid with them, the 
Brownings eloped to Italy. Tlieir only child, Robert >\’iedcni.m 


Browning, was born in Florence. The succeeding happy years 
were divided between London and the Continent. The poetess 
was born on March 6, 1806, and died in Florence in June of 
1861. 

Mrs. Browning’s poems include The Cry of the Children, 
Lady Geraldine's Courtship, Aurora Leigh, Casa Guidi Win- 
dows, and her most famous work, the exquisite Sonnets from 
the Portuguese, written during her courtship. The story of that 
courtship, with special emphasis on her father’s abnormal 
autocracy, was told in the popular play of 1930 The Barretts of 
Jt'hnpole Street. 


VICTOR HUGO 

The French novelist-poet Victor Hugo was born at Besangon 
on February 26, 1802. During his early childhood he traveled 
to Naples and Madrid with his father, who was a general 
under Napoleon Bonaparte. These journeys, which were ac-* 
companied by the pomp and ceremony accorded prominent 
people, left a vivid impression on the boy’s mind and contrasted 
strongly with the less prosperous circumstances in which the 
family found itself after the fall of Napoleon. With the ex- 
ception of three years in a .school in Paris, Hugo’s education 
was neither thorough nor systematic. He was a good mathe- 
matician and a voracious reader. His first volume of poetry, 
published when he was twenty, caught the favorable attention 
of the court and Hugo rcccixcd a pension which he needed 
badly. He married a childhood sweetheart Adele Fouchcr. 
His brother, \vho was also in loxc witli her, Nvent mad during 
tlie wedding and Iiad to be confined to an asylum. 

duall\ be gan to break with the classic literary 

traditions which found favor in the more aristocratic circles, 
and in 1B27 he became definitely the prophet and protagonist 
of the new romantic movement in literature. In 1830 a play 
Jlcrnani which brought him 15,000 francs, was produced; the 
next )car his novel Notre Dame de Paris appeared. Their 
] 30 pularity, together \vith that of other plays, including 
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Lucrczia Borgia and Ruy Bias, firmly established his literary 
reputation. By 1841, when he was elected to the French 
Academy, he was at the height of his fame. IIowe\er, two years 
later a new play failed miserably; the same year one of his 
daughters was drowned in the Seine. He temporarily aban- 
doned poetry for politics, and in 1815 was created a i>ecr of 
r ranee. 

In politics Hugo was courageous but not sensible; after the 
destruction of the French Republic in 1851 he was in exile. He 
did not return to France until 1870 brought about the over- 
throw of the Second Empire that he hated. During this period 
abroad he continued to write. Among his productions was hi.s 
most famous novel Lcs Miscrablcs, written on the English 
Channel island of Guernsey. The last years of his exile were 
saddened by his wife’s desertion and subsequent death and a 
daughter’s elopement w'ith an English oOiccr. After his return 
to Paris, he took part in politics for only a short time. He was 
universally famous, and on his eightieth birthday he was ac- 
claimed by 600,000 fellow' citizens. Hugo died on May 22, 
1885, and on May 31 was buried in the Pantheon. His last wish 
— that he be placed in a pauper’s coffin — w'as carried out. For 
a night he lay in state under the Arc de Triomphe. 


HONORE DE BALZAC 

The typically French novelist Honore de Bal/ac was born on 
May 20, 1799. His father chose law as his son's profession, but 
Honore finally obtained permission to prove himself as a writer, 
an attempt that was successful in spite of discouragement o\’cr 
his early deficiencies. The book that established iiis ic]3utatinn. 
La Peau de Chagrin, appeared in 1831. Between that time and 
1842 he WTOtc .seventy-nine novels. Those collected under tlie 
title The Human Comedy arc his masterpieces, revealing his 
mocking analysis of humanity. Balzac constantly revised liis 
books, even rewriting them on the printer’s proof sheets. For a 
number of years he w’orked from twelve to twenty hours a day, 
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subsisting on a lean diet mostly of fruit and prodigious amounts 
of coffee, and ^vearing a monk’s robe. 

The events of Ralzac's life were varied and interesting. His 
morality has been strongly attacked and heartily defended. He 
w^s continually in need of money, the history of his financial 
affairs being long and complicated. Frequently he undertook 
some venture that he believed would make him wealthy, such 
as going into the type-setting business or mining in Sardinia, 
n spite of an uncertain income he indulged in many extrava- 
gances, one of which was the purchase of the Paris home of a 
wealthy financier on the rue Fortunee, furnishing it with his 
art collection valued at about $500,000. He was involved in 
numerous law suits and endless disputes with his publishers. Fie 
tried journalism and made several excursions into drama. He 

uas unsuccessful in his endea\'or to obtain membership in the 
French .Academy. 

There weve three women important in the romancer's life. 
The first was Madame de Berny. a woman twenty vears older 
than he was, from whom he received generous sympathy and 
excellent innuciicc in matters of good taste. With the .second, 
the Duchesse dc Castries. Balzac was briefly but passionately in 
love. The third. Afadamc Hanska, was a Polish lady of noble 
birth to whom he paid court for a number of years, tra\ ciing 
from place to place in Europe to sec her. .After the death of 
her husband she still refused to marry Balzac until just a few 
months before his own death. He took her to the house on the 
rue rortunce, which he had bought for her. There on August 
17, 1850, V ictor Flugo, another great French novelist, found 
him dying. Hugo was one of his pallbearers. A statue of Balzac 
was ordered by the Soci^c des Gens de Lettres in 1898 from 
the sculptor Auguste Rodin and refused when the society 
claimed it failed to recognize Balzac in the statue. 


ALEXANDRE DUMAS 

novelist Alexandre Dumas, phe, author of The 
f-ount of Monte Cristo and The Three Musketeers, was one of 
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Ae mpst universally read storytellers in the world. Critics 

c tlian artistic. His 

tertile brain supplied enough original maieiial to keep several 

lesser writers busy in his “novel factory, ’ and he is reputed to 

have unscrupulously plagiarized ideas or bouttlit tlicni from 
Others. 

Dumas, who was born in July 2,, 1802, at \ illcr.s-Cotterets 
France, was the grandson of a San Domingo Negress. He 
started to seek fame and fortune as a writer. Ills drama Henrv 
Ul was praised by other Romantic \sTiicrs, won Iiim the ad- 
miration of Victor Hugo, and brought Iiiin io.ooo francs His 
first historical novel was followed by the Chrauu}iu s dc France 
a senc.s of almost loo volumes in wliicli lie u roic tlic history 

afoMnd'^ wandered 

around the world in search of material for books. The Black 

lulip IS one of his shorter novels. He sfiiianderod his income 
until he was poverty-stricken in his last >cais. His son Alex- 
andre Dumas, fih, whom he had neglected and who wrote 

Ba Darne aux Camclias, cared for him until his death on 
December 5, 1870. 


GEORGE ELIOT 

George Eliot was the pseudonym of Man Ann (or Marian) 
Evans distinguished English novelist. Born'on a farm in War- 
wrekshtre on November 22. ,8.9, site rcceircd the routine 
education given to girls of her time until she w.,s .seventeen 
when upon her mother’s death, she became her father’s 
housekeeper. Her duties in tliis capacity w eie accompanied by 
dre study of music, of which she was very fond, and of Germau, 
Greek and Latin; omnivorous reading, directed by her own 
good taste, also occupied her. She played the piano well and 
might have performed successfully in public had it not been foi 
her acute shyness. Throughout her youth Marian was dcc|)lv 
religious, but with expanding intellect and the family’s rcmov.,1 
to Coventry came loss of faith. The immediate result w.v a 
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ncar-brcak with her father, who ^vas a religious man of the old 
school; the ultimate influence was reflected in the insight with 
which she approached evangelical beliefs in her novels. 

After her father’s death Marian Evans went abroad for a 
while and then to live in London, where she did editorial work 
on the Westminster Review and became acquainted with many 
literary personalities. Among them was George Henry Lewes. 
Lewes was separated from his wife under conditions that made 
a divorce impossible. Miss Evans .entered into a relationship 
with him. which she looked upon as marriage and which was on 
the whole a happy union. Lewes encouraged her in her creative 
writing, tlic first fruits of which were three stories published in 
1838 under the pen name of George Eliot. Charles Dickens 
discerned that the writer was a woman and wrote her that the 
stories had “exquisite trutit and delicacy.” Adam Bede, the 
most popular of her novels, appeared the next year and took 
the public by storm. This was followed by The Mill on the 
Floss and Silas Marner. Romola, a novel of the Italian Renais- 
sance for which the author did a prodigious amount of re- 
search, brought her the then unheard-of sum of ^^7,000. Her 
other novels included Middlcmareh and Daniel Deronda. Of 
her poetry little is now remembered except the lines entitled 
O May } Join the Choir Invisible. She was'always interested in 
the education of women. 

The death of Lewes in 1878 was a severe blow from which 
the novelist never fully recovered. Among her comforters was 
an old friend, J. ^V. Cross, an American, whom she married in 
May of 18B0. But their marriage was brief; she died on Decem- 
ber 22 of the same year. 


^VALT WHITMAN 

A\ alt AVhitinan, the “Good Gray Poet,” was born on May 31, 
1819, on a farm near Huntington, Long Island. His family 
moved to Brooklyn when he was a child. His formal education 
was completed by the time he was twelve. His father was a 


carpenter, and Walt himself alternated that trade u iili teach- 
ing school, setting type or writing for the ncw'papcK. Ilis 
approach to a literary career was \ ia journali-Mn i.iilier tlum a 
college education. In i8.{8 Wlntmnn made a trip to New* 
Orleans. For a short time he worked on a ncw^p.iper tljerc and 
profited immensely by the travel. 

The first edition of Leaves of Grass appeared iji i8- -- On the 
cover of this little volume of \ cr.'ie. era"' roots ran down fr-an 
the gold letters of the title. At first there were u" bma rs. and 
Whitman himself sent copies to various writers. I lie leci jnion 
it received varied from John Grecnleaf \Vhitiier‘s throwing 
it into the fire, to Ralph W. Emerson's writing of it: ‘ I find 
It the most extraordinary piece of wit and wisdom th.it 
America has yet contributed.” Tlicrc was a second edition the 
next year and a third in 1860. The book sold fairlv well until 
the Civil ^Var. 

Whitman, the poet of democracy, was strongly inlluenced by 
the Civil War. His Drum-Taps, which appeared in lofi;,. is 
perhaps the best single volume of poems .sicinming fri>in ilic 
conflict. During the closing years of ilic w.ir W’hiini.ui was in 
Washington, ministering to both Union and Confeiierntc sol- 
diers in the city's hospitals. In i8G") he was dl>mi<scd from a 
niinor post in the Department of the Interior, but after the 
intercession of friends he received another place in the .At- 
torney Cencral’s office. Following two more editions of Leaves 
of Grass, Whitman published in 1871 an important prose 
work, Democratic Vistas. By this time, although tlie majority 
of Americans looked upon him as a radical poet, he li.ul a few 
serious admirers in the United States and a number of followers 
among' European critics and scliolars. 

In 1873 ^Vhitman became partially paraKved. lie parsed the 
last years of his life in Camden, New' Jersey, sr> poverty-stricken 
that he was reduced to selling his books from a basket on tlic 
streets of Camden and Pliiladclpliia, but he bore bis ill he.illii. 
poverty and lack of appreciation with cheerfulness and cour- 
age. Complete Prose was publi.shcd in 1892, the year of his 
death. He was buried in Harleigh Cemetery at Camden. 
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HECTOR BERLIOZ 


Hector Berlioz^ French composer, was born on December ii, 
1803, at La Cote Saint-Andre, near Grenoble. He died in Paris 
on March 8, 1869. The son of a doctor, Hector was supposed 
to become a doctor too, but the dissecting room proved too 
much for him. He began to study music, struggled against 
poverty, and finally turned to hack-work as a critic, in which 
he spoke of Handel as “a barrel of pork and beer,’* neglected 
Schubert and Chopin, but praised Beethoven. Fie hated this 
work. In 1830 he won a fellowship that sent him to Italy. When 
he returned he saw through a mist of tears the home of a girl 
he had loved as a child. He still loved her; he heard she was 
married. Then he fell in love with an Irish actress, Flenrietta 
Smithson, who inspired his Symphonie Fantastique. Fie threat- 
ened to poison himself; she did not even come to hear his 
symphony. He finally won and married her, but after seven 

unhappy years they separated. 

For another love, a Russian chorus girl, he wrote hxs Romeo 
et Juliette. Among his operas were Benvenuto Cellini, and 
best known— The Damnation of Faust. Berlioz was a master of 
orchestration, and an original, romantic composer. 


FRANZ LISZT 

When the Hungarian composer and pianist Franz Liszt was 
only nine, his talent was so marked that several noblemen 
undertook to pay for his musical education. Accompanied by 
his father he traveled and studied throughout Europe, torn 
between his music and a desire to become a priest. In 1831 he 
heard the Italian violin virtuoso Nicolo Paganini. This had a 
decided influence on the brilliance of his own composUions. 
These are divided into three groups: (i) piano pieces; (2; 

orchestral musk; and (3) songs and choruses. 

Liszt made several triumphal concert tours through Europe. 
He was made Kapellmeister to the Grand Elector of Weimar, 

160 


knighted by Frederick AVilliain IV and clccuraicd by c\'cry 
European court. In 1863 he took minor cliurcli orders and 
became known as Abbe Li?2t. After he became pre-tident of tlie 
Budapest Royal Musical Academy, lie lived alteruaicl) there, 
at Rome and \ ienna. He was born at Raiding on October 2,2, 
1811, and died on July 31, 1O86, at Bayreuth, one of the 
greatest cliampions of Ricliard Wagners new 1 ui'ic. Liszts 
Faust Symphony was dedicated to Hector Berlioz. La Puliults 
is a popular symphonic poem. Tlic fifteen Hungarian Rhop- 
sodies were written for the piano. His songs were mostly ^a^.rcd 
music. 


RICHARD WAGNER 

Wilhelm Richard Wagner, German composer, was borji in 
Leipzig, May 22, 1813. As a boy he was fond of the theater. At 
the age of fourteen he wrote a drama inspired by Hamlet and 
King Lear in which so many of the characters died in the first 
four acts that their ghosts had to finish the play. W^agner tried 
at first to teach himself music, but wlien this proved impossible, 
he studied under others. His first production as a composer was 
an overture played in Leipzig in 1830. Three years later, when 
he was twenty, he became a professional musician in the posi- 
tion of chorus master at Wurzburg. In 1836 Wagner married 
an actress, Minna Planer. The marriage ^^'as not fortunate. 
Minna was delighted with the success of Rienzi, produced in 
Dresden in 1842, but when The Flying Dutchman, produced 
the next year, failed to receive the favor accorded Rienzi, she 
did not see why AVagner, instead of returning to the style of 
Rietizi, continued true to his art and wrote Tannhiiuscr, winch 
was even less understood than The Flying Dutchman. W^igner 
finished Lohengrin in 1848, but he did not hear it performed 
until thirteen years later. However, its production under the 
direction of Franz Liszt in 1850 was a tremendous encourage- 
ment to Wagner, then in exile because of his part in the revolu- 
tion of 1848. During this period Wagner suffered great poverty. 
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Minna uncomplainingly shared it with him because she 
lievcd in his future popular success. Encouraged by Liszt and 
the production of Lohengrin, Wagner began work on the 
Nibelungen Ring, a tetralogy of operas beginning with Das 
Rheingold, followed by Die Walkilre and Siegfried and ^ding 
with Gotterddnirnerung. These operas were composed m the 
reverse order, as Wagner felt upon the completion of each that 
the story needed still further exposition. \\'agncr made the 
acquaintance of Mathilde AVcsendonck and her husband in 
1852. The friendship between Mathilde and ^Vagner deepened 
into love, which was never consummated. This passion led to 
the composition of Tristan und Isolde, containing what many 
believe the most beautiful love music ever written. In Vienna 
after fifty-four rehearsals it was pronounced impossible; it was 
not produced until 1865. The Paris production of Tannhduser 
in 1861 was the occasion for a scandalous riot fomented by a 
political clique, with the result that Wagner became a hero in 
Germany, and the ban of exile was lifted. His wife died m 
1 066 . Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg was produced in 1868. 
Two years later Wagner married Cosima, the wife of a friend, 
and a daughter of Franz Liszt. AVagner’s next and last opera 
was Parsifal, The compo.scr died of a heart attack on February 
13, 18O3, at Venice, Italy. The question of his greatness is still 
disputed and no one is lukewarm about it. 


GIUSEPPE VERDI 

All his life Giuseppe Fortunino Francesco Verdi, Italian 
composer, kept llic broken-down spinet that his father bought 
for him when he was a boy. Verdi wrote his first symphony at 
the age of fifteen. Four years later he took up the study of 
music under private teachers in IVlilan. When he applied for a 
scholarship, he was rejected by the Milan Conscr\'atory for 
^\■ant of musical ability."’ His first opera was produced in that 
city in 1839. His next work, a comic opera, was composed 
under difficult circumstances (he had just lost his wife and 
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two children), and was a failure. V'erdi was so cliscoura'^ocl iliai 
he determined to give up writing for the stage, hut a y« jr later 
he wrote Nabucodonosor, which gained him a place in the front 
ranks of contemporary Italian compo'^ers. Witlt Enidni lie 
became Europe’s most popular composer. Tiiis opera, the 
libretto of which was taken from \’ictor Hugo’s play, was the 
embodiment of romantic liberalism, causing patriotic demon- 
strations in the theater. 

The culminating point in the next period was reached with 
Rigolctto, II Trovatore and La Traviata. La Forza del Destino 
and Don Carlos arc classed as transitional works between his 
second and third period. The latter span began with Alda, 
written at the request of the Khedive of Egypt, and first pro- 
duced in December, 1871, in Cairo. In this opera \'crdi, trying 
to write in the style of Richard Wagner, broke away from the 
conventions of operatic music and developed a new, freer 
method of expression. With his Requiem Mass he applied this 
technique to sacred music. In tlic operatic field Aida was fol- 
lowed by a new version of Simon Boccanegra, which had 
previously failed, and by Otrllo, and Fahtaj}. It is interesting 
that Falstaff, Verdi's final work for the stage, written when he 
was eighty years old, is ranked as one of the world s most 
engaging comic operas. Olcllo was a failure at the time of its 
first presentations, although it is regarded today as one of the 
composer’s masterpieces. In all Verdi composed over twenty 
operas. 

V'erdi was aided gicatly by his wife, a famous prima donna 
whom he married in 1849 after she had ninclc several appear- 
ances in his operas. He was born on October 10, 1813 at 
Roncolc in Parma, and he died in Milan on J.muary 27, 1901. 


JOHANNES BRAHMS 

The German composer Johannes Brahms was the hist of the 
great classic masters of music. Brahms was a native of Ham- 
burg, where he was born on May 7, 1833. His first musical 
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instruction ^\’as from his father, and he soon attained promi- 
nence as a pianist. A turning point in his career occurred in. 
1833 during a concert tour as the accompanist of a noted 
violinist. One piano, on which he was to play a Beethoven 
sonata, was a half tone below the true pitch. Brahms played 
the part by heart, transposing it from A to B-flat. This feat 
so impressed the violinist Joseph Joachim in the audience, 
that he introduced himself and gave Brahms letters of recom- 
mendation to some of the leading musicians of the day, includ- 
ing Franz Liszt and Robert Schumann. The latter, to whom 
Brahms promptly took some of his compositions, recognized 
his genius from the few pieces that Brahms had then composed. 
In an article entitled AVit- Pathways Schumann predicted that 
Brahms would be great. 

.After he had (luis received recognition, Brahms continued 
studying and making concert tours in addition to composing. 
From 1862 until his death X’icnna was his home, although he 
visited Italy, Germany and Switzerland. Because of his fear of 
the sea he refused to go to England to accept the honorary 
degree of Doctor of Music that Cambridge University wished 
to confer upon him; the University of Breslau made him a 
Doctor of Philosophy. In 1889 he received the freedom of the 
city of Vienna, where he died in 1897. 

Brahms won a place in the heart of the German nation in 
1868 with his German Requiem, commemorative of the Ger- 
man soldiers who died in the war with Austria. Some of his 
best loved scores are his Hungari.in dances, his beautiful songs, 
his concertos for piano and violin, and his orchestral composi- 
tions, which include four symphonies, monumental in their 
poetic nobility. He never attempted opera. When he did go to 
opera, he usually left before the performance was completed, 
professing distaste for the combination of music and drama. He 
never accepted Richard AVagner as a great composer although 
he was not entirely uninfluenced by him. When the wife of his 
friend Johann Strauss, the waltz king, asked for an autograph, 
Brahms wrote the first measures of The Blue Danube and 
signed them: “unfortunately not by me — J. Brahms.” He was 
very fond of Robert Schumann's widow, but never married. 


CHARLES FRANCOIS GOUNOD 

At the close of his first year in the Paris Gon.scr\ aiurv. whicii 
he entered when he was eiglitecn, Charles I'rjii.^ois Gounod 
won the second Prix dc Rome wiili his canuna .Ua//V Stuart ct 
RizziOy based on the love story of Mary, (hiocn of Scots. In 
1839 he won the Grand Prix de Rornc with the cantata 
Fernand. Gounod, composer of sacred atul diainatic music, 
was born in Paris on June 17. 1818. After liis oiecc>v<*s at the 
Conservatory, he next attracietl attention in i8-,i wiih liis 
Messe Soleinnelle and in the same \car made his tlehnt as an 
operatic composer with Sa/tpho. lie beiame suj)ei intendent of 
singing instruction for the communal schools in Paris and 
director of the choral society connected with tiiem. During the 
Franco-German war he organized a clioir in KnglancL lie died 
in 1893. 

The opera Faust, for wliicit Gouiunl is tncist f.inuius, was pro- 
duced on March 19, 1839. It was not immcdi.iteK popular. 
French critics regard his opera Romeo it Juliitte as of greater 
musical value. His oratorios include Redemption and Mors ct 
Vita. St. Cecilia is his best knou n mass. 


GEORGES BIZET 

The opera Carmen, now regarded as the masterpiece of 
Georges Bizet, was the final attempt of its discouraged author 
to win the acclaim of a public which had failed to iecci\e lus 
previous works with much appreciation. Carmen, first pro- 
duced on March 3, 1875, was also a failure at the time of its 
appearance, but in spite of that Bizet believed he Iiad written 
a good opera. His faith lias been vindicated, for it is no^v one 
of the world’s most popular operas. 

Bizet was born near Paris on October 25, 1838, and entered 
the Paris Conservatory at the age of nine. There he carried off 
all the honors for nearly ten years. In 1857 he won the Grand 
Prix de Rome for a cantata Chris et Clotildc. His first opera 
was Les Pecheurs de perles and his next La Jolie Fille dc Perth. 
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His incidental music to Alphonse Daudct’s U Arlesienne had a 
better reception than most of his works. In addition to his 
operas Bizet was a pianist of note and a remarkable reader of 
orchestral scores. On June 3, 1875, three months after the 
production of Carmen, Bizet died in Paris of heart disease. 


GIl^SEPPE GARIBALDI 

Giuseppe Garibaldi was an Italian patriot who had an out- 
standing part in freeing Italy from foreign rule and uniting her 
under one government. Garibaldi, born on July 4, 1807, began 
his training early in the technique of revolutionary war, at 
which he became a master. Upon being condemned to death 
in 1834 for conspiracy against Giuseppe Mazzini, another 
Italian loader, he escaped to South America. There he fought 
in a revolt against tlic Brazilian government, aided Uruguay 
in securing her freedom and married a Spanish wife, who 
shared in his campaigns. 

Garibaldi returned to Italy in iS.[B to fight the Austrians 
and then to defend Rome against the French. His wUc died 
during his retreat from the Austrians. FIc made his way to 
the United States, but went back to Italy again in 1854 
resumed the war for IiCr freedom. ^Vhcn Rome finally became 
the capital of a united Italy, Garibaldi took a scat in Parlia- 
ment in January of 1875. His second marriage, to a countess, 
was an unhappy one and was annulled when he married a 
peasant girl in 1879. lie lived quietly on the island of Caprera 
until his death on June 2, 1882. 


KARL MARX 

In his hook Das Kafiital (Capital), the first volume of which 
was published in 18G7, Karl Marx sought to discover the 
economic laws that govern society. His theory, known as “The 
Economic Interpretation of History,” resulted from his tracing 
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the^ course of historical development in terms of economic 
activity. Seeking to bring about the organization of all laijorcrs 
or t icir common good, lie founded tlie modern Soctaii 'I move- 
ment. Marx was born at Trc\e^. Germanv, on Ma\ i!\iS 
and received his education at the unixei sides of llonn and 
^erhn. His father, a German-Jewish lawyei uliu had become a 
Christian, was deeply interested in ]diiloso[)h\ and hisi.„\. and 
encouraged Marx to pre]xue for a career as utii'.ersiiv 
teacher. However, Marx soon found iliai Ins ,.uli,a( views 
made him unacceptable in ilic cdueational \\<.tld in the Gei- 
many of his day. For a time lie look up iourn.dion. but Ids 
radical views were so strenuously opposed In the go\ernnicnl 
that he left the country, going to Paris in ifij p 

In Pans Marx made the acquaintance of another German 
socialist, Friedrich Engels, with whom lie was to be associated 
for the rest of his life. In 18.^8 he and Kneels issued a 
pamphlet, known as the Communist v/,>. This became 

the creed and program of socialist revolutionaries. 

The liberal revolution in 18.18 made it possible bu Marx to 
return to Germany for a short time; but \vith the ie\i\al of 
reactionary political conditions he exiled himself again. He 
went to London in iS.p), and remained there to the end of 
his life. It was during these later years that he did much of his 
writing. He died in London on March i.|. 

Nicolai Lemn made tlic tcaciiings of Karl Marx the basis for 

the economic and political revolution in Russia in 1017, which 

led to the establishment of tlic Union of So\ict Socialist 
Republics. 


FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE 

Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, the most influential German 
philosopher after Immanuel Kant, was born October i'> 18 1 j, 
at Rocken, a Saxon village. His education included suidy at 
Bonn and Leipzig universities. He fled from Leipzig when 
cholera broke out, and after a period in the Prussian armv, 
accepted a professorship of classical philology at Basel. 7 'hc 



Franco-Prussian War interrupted his work. Serving in the 
hospital corps, he contracted diphtheria, which so undermined 
his health that he eventually was forced to resign his position 
at the university. He had already written a book called Human, 
All Too Human. 

During the next eight years he wrote his most important 
books, Thus Spake Zaratliustra, Beyond Good and Evil and 
The Genealogy of Morals, and notes on his final book 
The Will to Power. All of his literary work was marked by 
significant rhythmic stylo. In 1888, he suffered a stroke. It 
was not until August 25, 1900, that his body followed his 
mind in death at Weimar. Nietzsche denied the greatness of 
Richard Wagner’s music, although the two men were intimate 
friends for a time. His concept of the “Superman” has been 
much discussed. 


WILLIAM JAMES 

William James, American psychologist, was the son of Flenry 
James, a Swedenborgian theologian, and the brother of Henry 
James, the famous novelist. \ViIliam made a number of im- 
portant contributions to psychology. One of the best known is 
his statement that there is a “moral equivalent for war, 
that man’s instinct to fight could be used in battling such 
enemies as fire, flood, famine, disease, etc., instead of in wars. 
In his essay The Energies of Men, Professor James showed that 
all men have powers that they only half use. Other of his 
contributions are the general theory of emotion as organic 
sensation and the discos cry that there are two kinds of human 
beings — the tough-minded and the tender-minded. 

James also wrote on the psychological aspects of religion. His 
chief books were; Principles of Psychology; Talks to Teachers 
on Psychology; The Varieties of Religious Experience; The 
Will to Believe; Pragmatism; and Some Problems of Phi- 
losophy. He was born in New York on January ii, 1842; edu- 
cated at Harvard; and appointed a professor of philosophy and 
psychology there. He died on August 27, 1910, in Boston. 
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GUY DE MAUPASSANT 


Henri Rene Albert Guy de Maupassant, French nov( Il't. is 
ranked as one of the greatest short-story writers of the nine- 
teenth century, but while his stories arc models of literary per- 
fection, they do not form pleasant reading because tliey are 
characterized by pessimism and, in his later works, bv traces of 
an unbalanced mind. In less than twelve years De Maupass;,nt 
published ten collections of short stories. His thirteen tales 
published in English under the title The Odd Sumber arc 
considered among his best. They include The W eklacc and 
The Piece of String. 

De Maupassant, born on .August 5, i8",o, began his career .i-, 
a naval clerk and also served in the French army. A\'hcn he took 
up writing he made Ins godfather, tiic no\ cIist Gu'^t.nc Flau- 
bert, his model in composition. He practiced sever, il years, 
destroying many manuscripts before ho would ailou one of liis 
stories to be publislied. Tltc hist appeared in 1880. and in the 
same year he published a book of verse and a drama. Of his 
novels, Pierre and Jean and A Life rank with his short sioiies. 
In 1890 a mental illness caused him 10 give up writing, and 
two years later he became completely insane. lie died in an 
asylum on July 6, 1893. 


FEODOR DOSTOIEA'SKY 

The Russian novelist Feodor Mikhailovich Dostoiev sky \^.w 
sentenced to death for his connection with a revolutionary plot. 
On the scaffold the sentence was changed to hard l.ibor in 
Siberia. After he was pardoned five years later, lie wrote the 
books which made him famous. Dostoievsky, born on Novem- 
ber 1 1, 1821, was the son of a Moscow' physician in whose home 
extreme formality and rigid discipline W’cre maintained. In 
1844 Dostoievsky gave up engineering, in which he had been 
graduated from the School of Engineering in Saint Petersburg, 
to become a writer. His W’ork was interrupted by his prison 
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term, but after that it continued until his death on February 8, 

i88i. 

Dostoievsky’s first long novel was The Downtrodden and 
Oppressed. Memoirs from a Dead House related his experi- 
ences in Siberia. Crime and Punishment, probably his most 
famous book, marked his final break \vith the liberal and 
radical groups. Among his other works were The Possessed, 
The Brothers Karamazov, and The Idiot. His powerful 
psychological analysis of pathological characters, which crimi- 
nologists say is scientifically accurate, gained for him a unique 
place in literature. 


LYO\' TOLSTOY 

Count Lyov Nikolayevich Tolstoy, author of W’ar and Peace 
and Anria Karenina and founder of the creed known as Tolstoy- 
ism, was one of the most revered men in the world during the 
last decade of his life. lie was horn on August 28, 1828, in the 
Prussian province of Tula, llis young manhood was occupied 
with obtaining an education, farming, living an idle society 
life, serving in the army, and traveling in Europe. Dut as early 
ns i8,j7 he had begun a diary. llis liicrary life grew out of this 
and it was the .source for some of his short stories, the first 
of which, Childhood, wa.s published in 18;, 2. 

Tolstoy was on the verge of an inner revolution in 1862 
until he m.uricd a girl sixteen years his junior. They took up 
rc.sidcncc on his estate at ^’asnaya Polyana and his prosperous 
and happy marriage allayed his unrest. He developed a philos- 
ophy of not trying to be wiser than life and nature, which 
theme he embodied in his long novel ]Var and Peace, com- 
pleted in 18G6. and translhted into French, German, and Eng- 
lish. llis other masterpiece, Anna Karenina, was begun in 1873 
and appeared in installments from 1875 ^877. During the 

writing of this hook his inner conflict returned. He began to 
feel unca.sy about his prosperous mode of living, about ap- 
proaching death, and about some religious justification of his 
life. The despair to which he finally succumbed was followed 
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by a formulation of the doctrine of nonrcsistancc which is the 
basis for the creed bearing his name. He gives a complete ac- 
count of his conversion in liis book A Confessioji. The influ- 
ence of Tobtoy’s doctrines was perhaps greater in otiicr coun- 
tries than it was in Russia, Russian authorities were hostile at 
first to his activity and exiled many of his followers to Siberia. 

li'hat Is Art? written in 1896, shows a cluinge in Tolstoy’s 
attitude toward literature. All of his later work embodied tlie 
idea of ethical Chrisilanitv. His novel Restmcction was fin- 
ished in 1900. Tolstoy adopted a simple mode of life .ind made 
over all his property to his wife. Eventually he i>ccamc 
estranged from his fatnily. He left hotne on October 28, 1910, 
and died on November 8 of the s.imc year. He was interred at 
Yasnaya without a Christian l)mial. 


HENRIK IBSKN 

There are few j^olnis of interest in the life of Henrik Johan 
Ibsen, Norwegian poet and diiuiiatist, other llian litc produc- 
tion of his plays, for Ibsen was a man devoted to his work to 
the exclusion of practically all other activities and of nearly 
all people, even his family. Ibsen was Cliaractcrizcd as a poet 
and a mystic, who had little need for contact with society. 
After he left liis home in i8')0 he communicated willi no mem- 
bers of his family except liis sister, and his few friends ap- 
parently had little real influence with him. He married in 
1858, however, and devoted lime and care to the education 
of his son Sigurd. 

Ibsen was born on March 20, 1828, and at tlic age of iiftecn 
was apprenticed to an apothecary. This work was distasteful 
to him, and he assuaged his unhappiness by writing poetry and 
reading extensively, especially poetry and theology. In 1830 
he went to Christiania to school. There his first play Cntiline 
was produced. Tlic next year he was appointed manager of 
the National Theater at Bergen. In 1837 he returned to 
Christiania as manager of a new theater, whicli post he hcltl 
until the theater failed. In 1864. he embarked on a tour of 


Italy and for many years thereafter he passed the majority 
of his time in foreign countries. During his last fifteen years 
he resided in Christiania. Ibsen’s mind weakened during the 
latter part of this period. Four years before his death on May 
28, 1906, he suffered an almost complete physical and mental 
collapse. 

Among Ibsen's early plays were Love's Comedy and The 
Pretenders. His first important plays were Brand and Peer 
Gynt. After the success of Brand, a poet’s pension was granted 
to Ibsen. The League of Youth in 1869 was Ibsen's fir«t mod- 
ern social drama. It was followed by a double play Emperor 
and Galilean, a historical tragedy. Pillars of Society in 1877 
again took up the social drama series, which was continued 
with .1 Doll's House, Ghosts. An Enemy of the People, The 
Wild Duck. Rosmersholm, The Lady from the Sea, Hcdda 
Gabler. The Master Builder, and When We Dead Aicakcn. 
These plays are an indictment of the evils of society. Ibsen 
celebrated the importance of the individual and the belief 
that the worst sin is a denial of love. At first his plays were 
received with venomous hostility, but before his death he was 
acclaimed throughout Europe. 


PETER TLICH TCHAIKOVSKY 

Peter ilieh Tchaikovsky's change from law and a clerkship 
in the Ministry of Justice to a full-time job of studying, teach- 
ing and composing mtisic was a big step, but he took it in his 
twenty-third year, launching himself upon one of the most 
successful careers in musical history. Within ten years he was 
established, one of the first Russian composers to obtain a fol- 
lowing abroad. 

Tchaikovsky's father was a mining engineer in the village 
of \ otkinsk where his son was born on May 7, 1840. The 
composer entered the Conservatory at Moscow where his 
progress was so rapid that in 1866 he was appointed a teacher. 
The next year he made his debut as a conductor. 
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Tchaikovsky was twcntv-cight when lie fell in love with 
the famous French singer Desiree Artot, wlio dashed Ins happi- 
ness to bits by marrying someone else. It is believed by some 
that the Romeo and Juliet music was innueneed by this un- 
happy experience. Tchaikovsky's own rash nian iagc in 1877, 
a critical year for him, w as a traeie mistake bi « au>c of lirs 
abnormal temperament. A strange fri<*iulship between Madame 
von Meek, the widow of a we<dihy engineer, .uid d ch.iikuvsky 
had begun in 187C. The unirjuc Icature of their rehitionship 
was that they never met, altiiough tliey exth.mgcd detailed 
and eloquent letters. She first gave him tonunivsioiis for his 
work, then increased this to a yearly allow aiue. but Liter she 
discontinued her financial aid. hurting the musieian deeply. 

The now-popular B-flat minor Piano Concerlo, so severely 
criticized by some of his friends at the time of its composition 
in 1875, was followed by the Swan Lake music, Franeesca da 
Rimini, and the Fourth Symfdwny, composed in Switzerland 
in 1877, during the crisis in his life, and dedicated to Madame 
von Meek. The same year he made the first of sev oral European 
tours. Tchaikovsky wrote the ''1812" Oierturc in 1880 and 
then the Fifth Symphony. In 1891 he visited America, lie con- 
ducted the first performance of Ins Sixth Symphony, the 
PathetiqueJ* at St. Petersburg in 1893. It was received with- 
out enthusiasm at first, but was destined to become one of 
the world’s most popular symphonies. Nine days after its 
performance he died, on Nov'cmber 6, 1893. 


MODEST MOUSSORGSKY 

Modest Petrovich Moussorgsky, Russian composer, is best 
known for his colorful opera Boris Godunov. lie was born in 
March, 1839, at Karevo, and died in March, 1881, at St. 
Petersburg, now Leningrad. At 17 he entered the army. A 
musical comrade introduced him to a composer through 
whom he met others with whom he studied. 

In 1874 Poris Godunov was performed for the first time at 

173 


the Imperial Russian Opera House. Its blazing vitality made 
it a great success. Another historical opera Khovanstchina was 
largely completed the following year. Though Moussorgsky 
worked at it for the rest of his life, his colleague Rimsky- 
Korsakov filled it out in i88i, and it was only performed 
after Moussorgsky’s death. It dealt with a plot against the 
young czar Peter the Great. Moussorgsky also wrote piano 
pieces of which one suite called Pictures at an Exhibition 
was later orchestrated. Moussorgsky foresaw modern develop- 
ments in art as when he wrote: 'W building is fine when, in 
addition to having a beautiful facade, it is well planned and 
solid, when one can feel the purpose of the building.” 

NIKOLAI RIMSKY-KORSAKOV 

The Russian composer Nikolai Andreevich Rimsky-Korsa- 
kov, born Marcli i8, 184.1, Tikhvin, was graduated from 
the Naval Academy of Saint Petersburg in 1862, served as a 
midsliipman in the* Russian navy and made a cruise around 
the world. By 1863 he had written his first symphony, which 
was conducted by another composer Mill Alexeyevich Bala- 
kirclT. ^Vhcn BalakircIT became interested in his work, Rimsky- 
Korsakov decided to retire from active scivice in the navy 
and become a professor at the Saint Petersburg Conservatory, 
which position he held until his death, June 21, 1908. From 
1886 to 1890 he was conductor of the Russian Symphony 
Concerts in Saint Petersburg. The Capriccio Espagnol, com- 
posed in 1887, had its first performance at one of these con- 
certs which he conducted. 

Rimsky-Korsakov associated with a group of composers who 
formed the Young Russian school devoted to the cause of 
national music. He often employed Russian folk-song themes 
in his compositions which included symphonies, operas, sev- 
eral orchestral suites, overtures, songs, and pianoforte pieces. 
He was also a brilliant instrumentalist. Scheherazade, The 
Russian Easter, Snycgourochka are some of his most popular 
works. 
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ED\ ARD GRIEG 


Edvard Grieg, Nonsegian composer, w.is born June i',. iR j ? 
at Bergen. His inotber was his first niu-^ic teacher, lie was 
sent to Leipzig, Gerinany, for further studies and to Copen- 
hagen, Denmark. Meeting a young cc*inpatriot. Cuieg learticd 
to know Scandina\’ian folk tunes. "It \\as,“ Grie»g s.dcl, "as 
though scales had fallen from my eyes." The tw<i Ncunu men 
swore that their music would no loncer he iiil!uence<l I>\ 
German composers, and enthusiastically res. i!\ed m treail a 
new path, founding a Nordic .school. 

Grieg became friendly with I'l .m/ Lis/t, I luiigai ian com- 
poser, during a trip to Italy and also visited Ciermany again. 
His Piano Conccrlo in .1 ^Minor, one of his mo.st popular 
works, he himself performed at Leipzig in iR/O. Thereafter 
he lived in Bergen, directing the concerts of the H. unionic 
Society and composing music th.u some found poetic, others 
superficial. After a number of \isits to I'-nglarui late in life, 
Grieg died in his native city, .Sepiemlier .j, 1007 He com- 
posed three violin sonatas, music f«u- - r (ilio play 

by his fellow countryman Henrik Ibsen) aiul .i number of 
songs including the familiar and moving J< h Lirbc Diclu 


ANTONIN D\ ORAIv 

Antonin Dvorak, Czech composer, was born September 8. 
1841, at Nclahozcvcs, Bohemia. His father was a butcher. 
In 1857 Dvorak went to Prague. Here he wrote symphonies 
and songs. Of the number of operas whicli Dvofak wrote, none 
has attained popularity. (The favorite Czech ojiera The Bar- 
tered Bride is by Friedrich Smetana, contemporary with 
Dvorak, and also known for his symphonic ]>ocm I'ltava, the 
Moldau.) To earn a living Dvorak played the violin at the 
Prague National Tlicatre. His first recognition as a compo.ser 
came with a national hymn in 1873 and that same year, hav- 
ing proved that he could support a wife, he married a pupil 
whom he had long loved. His wife’s practical common .sense 

175 


Avas a great help to him. He was now successful enough to 
give up his position at the theater. 

Among Ills compositions for voice are Stabat Mater, a 
choral work written as a solace for his grief when his second 
daughter died; and, for single voice, Songs My Mother 
Taught Me. In 1892 Dvorak visited the United States. Indian 
and Negro themes inspired him to write his Symphony frotn 
the New World the following year. The celebrated Humor- 
esque for violin was also written in America. Dvorak died in 
Prague on May i, 1904. 


JOHANN STRAUSS 

In 1844 Johann Strauss, popular Austrian composer, or- 
ganized his o\Mi orchestra and conducted his first concert. 
Its brilliant success put him on an equal basis with his father 
who, until that time, had been the most noted dance orchestra 
conductor in old \'ienna. When the elder Strauss died in 1849, 
Johann united the two orchestras. 

Johann Strauss was born in 1823. Piano lessons were his re- 
ward for good marks in school, but when his father first heard 
him play the violin, he was so jealous of his son's ability that 
he took the instrument away. Johann's mother bought him 
another one and the boy practiced in other people's homes. 
For bursting into song during a class he was dismissed from 
business school and instead of learning to compose sacred 
music, he played waltzes on the church organ. Johann was 
nineteen when his father and mother were divorced and it 
became necessary for him to earn some money, so he 
launched himself on a career as a conductor and composer. 
In less than ten years he became the toast of Vienna and was 
equally applauded in all the foreign countries he toured. For 
ten years he was a tremendously popular conductor of sum- 
mer concerts at St. Petersburg, Russia. 

Strauss was married in August of 1862 to Henrietta 
TrefTz, who belonged to a wealthy, socially prominent family. 
In 1864 he was appointed Director of Dance Music to the 


Court of V lenna, and in 1867 during the Universal fiNpu-ltion 
m Uaris he conquered th.,t city and the world with the nu-t 
famous and loved of all his naltzcs, Th,- Blue Da-.ui. . the 
ciief crowned heads of I'airope dancing to its strain-. Siiaii-s 
next turned to the compositi,,,, of operettas, the first of v.i-idi 
^as Ind,g„ ,n 187,. The tollouing vear he made si-it to 
Amcnca where he was .gratidlv receited. .Xtnong .Str.ntss - 
friends was the composer Johannes Brahtu.s. The llttttg.uian 
pianist Franz Liszt was the lust ,0 recognize the possih,ii,i,.- 
■of the htrauss waltzes as piano pieces. 

During the last twenty years of his life Strauss sc.„ almost 
occrwhclmcd by the quantity and splendor of celebrations 
gtven in his honor. He died on June ?. i8qp 

Strauss composed nearly ,500 dance pieces, including such 
well known waltzes as Talcs from the Vienna Woods; husts' 

to ' 'he Emperor Wain: and Voices 

Oj Ispnng. -Among hts other operettas are The Camical in 
Kome, Die Fledcrmaus (literally, The Bat), and The Cwov 

tiaT07i. ■ ‘ '■ 


GREGOR MENDEL 

Gregor Joh.ann Mendel, an .Austrian monk, is famous as a 
botanist and especially as the discoverer of the principle of 
heredity named after him. The Mendelian theory established 

P--- inherited 

“ peasant familv in i8zz at 
s^chooT‘!'^“"f’ fied to become a high 

scho^ teacher and twice he failed in his examinations. He 
became a monk and finally abbot of Brtinn. He paid for the 
education of his three nephews and gac e many anom nious 
gifts Experiments that he conducted in the monasterv garden 
are the recognized foundation of all modern scientific Hionl- 

MenH^l of heredity, applying to all forms of life. 

1 experimented with peas, crossing different variciics. 
He made public the results of his work in a treatise called 




Plant Hybridization on January 6, 1865, and died in 1884, 
almost unknown. It was in 1900 that three botanists redis- 
covered his work. 


LOUIS PASTEUR 

Louis Pasteur, French chemist, attended the Royal College 
at Besan^on and in 1842 received the ‘ baccalaureat es 
sciences.” He had attended primary and secondary schools 
in Arbois where his father was a tanner. He was admitted 
to the £colc Norinale in 1843 and attended the Icctuics at 
the Sorbonne where he received his earliest serious incentive 

to study chemistry. 

His first major piece of research was on racemic acid, in 
the autumn of 1848, while in Dijon as professor of physics. 
At the beginning of the next year, he was transferred to 
Strasbourg's professor of chemistry. Here he married Mile. 
Marie Laurent and won the Ribbon of Honor for further 
work with racemic acid. While serving as professor and dean 
of the Faculty of Sciences at Lille, he turned to discovering 
the causes of disease in wine and beer. The alcohol industry 
was changed completely by these experiments, the results of 
which he announced after going to the Lcolc Normale as 
director of scicntiHc studies. Here he continued work on 
fermentation. The English surgeon Joseph Lister was able 
to revolutionize surgery in the light of discoveries by Pasteur, 
who was now a leading scientist with honors at home and 

abroad. 

The silk industry of Fiance and all the other silk-growing 
couiuvies was saved ns the outcome of Pasteur's investigations 
into the diseases of silkworms. His work on the “world of the 
infinitely small,” as he called it, continued with his study of 
the cattle scourge, anthrax, but he deviated from this disease 
to study chicken cholera. For both he found a control. It has 
i)ccn estimated that the value of his industrial discoveries was 
sulTicicnt to cover the cost of the war indemnity paid by 
France to Germany in 1870. 
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In 1873 Piistcur became a nicmbcr of tlie I'rcnch Academy 
of Medicine and in 1874 lie received a life pension from tiie 
National Assembly. On July 6, 1884, he performed his most 
dramatic experiment, the inoculation of a ciiild who had been 
bitten by a mad dot;. His successful treatment for rabic' led to 
the foundation of the InstitiU Pasteur in 

Pasteur celebrated liis sevcmy-seeoml binbdav mi I)eeemi)er 
27* 18941 and died on the 28lh of tin* following September 

near St. Cloud. 


HENRY GEORGE 

Henry George, political economist, was born in Pbiladelpbia, 
on September 2, 1839. He left school at tlie age of fourteen 
and, after a period of wandering, settled in San Franciseo. l;> 
this time he had learned typesetting and thereafter he served 
in almost every branch of the piiniing industry. In iHbi he 
was married, and he became tlic father of two eliildron. 

After several years of unsteady employment and dire pov- 
erty, he joined the staff of the San Francisco Times where he 
rapidly rose to the position of managing editor. His subsequent 
career included important executive posts with various news- 
papers, and a minor state olhee. 

The latter part of liis life was devoted to expounding his 
theory of land value and tlic single tax, his answer to the 
riddle of poverty attending tlic niarcli of progress. Dinin'^ 
those years he lectured and traveled widely, visiting England, 
Ireland, and Australia. The best knour^ of his books : ikI 
pamphlets is Progress and Poverty. Henry C’.eorgc ran lor 
several political offices, including the Mayoralty of New York. 


ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL 

Upon completing his course at Edinburgh Universitv, Alex- 
ander Graham Bell, inventor of the telephone, received special 
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training in his father’s system for curing impediments of 
speech. He attained a knowledge of the human voice, sound 
and vibration, which aided him greatly in his electrical dis- 
coveries. 

Born in Edinburgh, Scotland, on March 3, 1847, Bell came 
to America in 1871. As professor of vocal physiology at Bos- 
ton University his interest turned to telegraphy and he dis- 
covered that telegraph wires would transmit sound. Thomas 
A. Watson was chosen as Bell's assistant in 1874. ^Vatson 
was to make electrical instruments from ideas supplied by Bell. 
The telephone was born on June 2, 1875. Watson was work- 
ing in one room and Bell in another when, suddenly, they 
heard a siranec sound. Bell summoned Watson and asked 
him to construct ^^■ith all possible haste a sound-con\cying 
apparatus according to new specifications. The resulting 
crude instrument built in ten months — an old cigar box, two 
hundred feet of wire and two magnets — was the first speaking 
telephone. Forty years later Bell and ^Vatson used this same 
model in the first long-distance talk between New York and 
San Francisco. 

The next year Bell obtained a patent, the most valuable 
single patent ever issued in any country, but marketing it 
was another matter. He began a scries of lectures with ex- 
hibits to educate tlic public to hi.s invention’s possibilities. 

^Vithin a year Bell .succeeded in making his telephone com- 
mercially practical. In less than forty years the enterprise 
had returned to its shareholders more than $2,000 for each 
dollar originally invested. Bell was married to Mabel Hubbard, 
daughter of one of his loyal associates. 

In 1880 the French government gave Bell the \'oIta prize 
of $10,000 and in 1882 added to it the Cross of the Legion of 
Honor. The inventor used the money to found the Volta 
Bureau at Washington for the study of deafness. He invented 
the ‘’photophone,*’ basis for present-day talking motion pic- 
tures; the Graphophone, counterpart of today’s phonograph; 
and the telephone probe, an instrument for locating bullets 
or other substances in human bodies. Bell died on August 2, 
1922, at the age of seventy-five. 
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MARK TWAIN 


Samuel Langhorne Clemens, American atitlior, was belter 
known as Mark Iwain, a river term meaning two fjihoms of 
water, which lie adopted as a pen name. He liegan his lii(“rary 
career before the age of eighteen by writing for his brother’s 
small paper, the Hannibal Jnumal. Hoiii on Xo\<‘iabcr 30, 
^^ 35 > Florida, Missouri, Clemens was the fourth child c*f 


a poor merchant. Clemens,, not )ct twelve, left school to be- 
come a printer’s apprentice. 


An urge to .see the world sci/ced liim in 1833 and he .set out, 
working as a printer in St. Loui.s, New ^'ork and Philadcl]ihia. 
Next a projected trip to Brazil took him no further than the 


Mississippi River, where he was sidetracked l>y a desire to 
become a pilot. About the time of the Civil War, Clemens 


took up his next profession — mining. During bad weather 
he wrote sketches to amuse himself, signing some of them 
“Joslv’ and sending them to the Enterfnis,' at \’ir'zinia Catv, 
Nevada. Joseph 1 . Goodman, the publisher, u.ved Cdcnu ns's 


sketches, recognized his ability and olTercd him a job as local 
editor at $25 a week. The miner walked 123 miles over rough 
roads to accept the job. He was successful from the start and 


was sent to cover tlie first Nevada Legislature convening at 
Carson City. It was here that he started signing his stories 
‘Mark Twain.” He worked in San Franci.sco for a wliilc and 
then returned to mining. He discovered no fortune, but he 
did write the story of the ‘‘Jumping Frog " which carried his 
fame all over America. 


Clemens became a highly paid lecturer and his \vritings 
were in demand. In 1870 he was married to Olivia Langdon, 
of Elmira, New York. In Hartford and Elmira he wrote the 
books for which he is most noted— Tom Huckleberry 

Finn, The Prince and the Pauper, and A Connecticut Yankee 
in King Arthur's Court. Financial reverses forced Clemens to 
seek a cheaper way of life in Europe. After a world lecture 
tour, he lived in London and \acnna for four years. \\’hcn his 
wife died in Florence in 1904, he returned to New York. Later 
he bought an estate at Redding, Connecticut, and on top of a 




hill built a beautiful home, Stormfield, where he passed the 
last two years of his life. Heart trouble caused his death on 
April 21, 1910. 


THOMAS HARDY 

Thomas Hardy was unable to decide for a time between 
architecture and literature as a profession, because he had 
studied both. Literature cvciUually won out and gave England 
an author who was in his lifetime the leading man of English 
letters. Hardy was born on June 2, 1840, in Dorsetshire, edu- 
cated at the local schools and apprenticed to an architect of 
the district. In 18G2 he went to London where he won recog- 
nition in the field of architecture and also had a .short story 
published. 

Hardy never wrote anything more artistically perfect than 
Under the Crccriwood Tree, but his first popular success was 
Far from the Madding Crowd, which was attributed by many 
to George Eliot when it was published anonymously in 1874. 
The Return of the Native is generally considered his greatest 
novel. Famous also arc Tess of the D'Urbcrvillcs and ]ude the 
Obscure, 

The Order of Merit was conferred upon Hardy in 1910. 
His first wife died in 1912 and two years later he married a 
second lime. He died on January ii, 1928. llis ashes were 
buried in ^Vcstminstcr Abbey, but because of his lova for his 
native ^Vcsscx, his heart was buried in the parish churchyard. 


ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON 

Robert Louis Stevenson. Scottish writer, was a brave soul. 
In spite of poverty and illness, he wrote cheerfully. His novels 
are valuable for themselves and because they signalize a re- 
turn to the romantic spirit of Scotland’s earlier novelist. Sir 
Walter Scott. The book that brought him fame was Treasure 
liland — one of the greatest of all adventure tales, a pirate 
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story written in 1883. Kidnapficd came three years hilcr. as 
did the unforgettable Dr. Jckyll and Mr. Hyde, a sliort >tc*ry. 
the most widely known of Stevenson's Wiirk'-. Sie\en^-'n aho 
wrote delightful essays, some of the best of them in \'ii j,ini}nis 
Pucrisque, a book in wliich he summed up Iun pers<»na}it\. >.i\- 
ing “this world appears a l)rave gNinnasiunr full uf s-M-baihinc. 
and horse exercise, and bracing, manly \irtuec. ' .! (.'hilii's 
Garden of Verses contains SicvenMin's children ^ pocni'. 
Travels with a Donkey is the record of a trip t!n..ii ;h I rance. 

Stevenson came to America in 1870. marrietl Mr^. 
a widow, in California, and went with her and her two chil- 
dren to Samoa, in the South Seas. 1 here he built a home and 
remained until his death. He was born at Edinburgli, Xo\em- 
ber 13, 1850, and died on Dcccmiicr 3, iBp]. To the nati\c< 
of Samoa he was known as “Tusitala," die storyteller. On 
his grave his epitaph is inscribed as lie had written it; “Ilciv 
he lies where he longed to be; Home is the sailor, home from 
the sea.” 


SUSAN B. ANTHONY 

Susan Brownell Anthony was born in Adams, Massachusetts, 
on February 15, 1820. Her father, a Quaker and an aboli- 
tionist, was a cotton manufacturer, and her family w.is noi'xl 
for its adherence to moral principle and for its strong-minded 
women. A keen mind and a good education well qualified her 
for the teaching profession which, after fifteen years, she de- 
serted for the lecture platform and feminism. 

Her first public interest was the temperance movement. For 
a time she was an agent for the Ami-slavery Society but 
eventually the problem of women’s equality— especially the 
suffrage movement — claimed her entire attention. In thi< 
cause she met, and defied, opposition of every kind, from 
rotten eggs to prosecution in the Federal courts for having 
cast a vote in a presidential election. 

Miss Anthony was aggressive, and she could, when occasion 
demanded, exchange stronge epithets. Yet she succeeded in 
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winning the respect and honor of many, and had the satis- 
faction of seeing equal suffrage granted in four States before 
she died in Rocliestcr, New York, on March 13, 1906, leaving 
all of her small estate to the cause she had ser\’ed. 


OSCAR WILDE 

Oscar AVildc, Irish poet, playwright and wit, was an apostle 
of the creed ‘'art for art’s sake. ' In college he made himself 
extremely unpopular by such aesthetic poses as wearing his 
hair long, decrying manly sports and decorating his rooms with 
peacock feathers, lilies, blue china and other objets d'art. Al- 
though his fellow students ducked him in the river and wrecked 
his room, they failed to effect a cure. His friends disbelieved 
talcs of his moral looseness until in 1895 convicted of a 

serious moral offense and sentenced to two >cars of penal servi- 
tude. This was the end of his career. After his release from 
prison, Wilde lived mainly on the Continent. He died in Paris 
on November 30, 1900, at the age of forty-four. 

Among Wilde’s writings were two volumes of fairy tales; 
poetry, including The Ballad of Reading Gaol and De Pro- 
fundis; and dramas such as Lady Windermere's Fan and The 
Importance of Being Earnest. He was unable to obtain a license 
to produce his drama Salome in England; it was brought out in 
Paris by Sarah Bernhardt. 


WILLIAM SCHWENK GILBERT 

In 1871 Sir William Schwenk Gilbert, English light opera 
librettist and poet, began his collaboration with the composer 
Sir Arthur Sullivan, which lasted for more than twenty years. 
Among the light operas produced by the team were The 
Pirates of Penzance, which was presented in New York and 
ran for more than 400 nights in London; Trial by Jury; The 
Gondoliers; Patience; Princess Ida; lolanthe; The Yeomen of 
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the Guard; H. .\f. S. Pinafun: Ruddigore; and The Mikado. 
the favorite of the general public. Gilbert deserves credit for 
some of the music in addition to the librettos. 7 he meters and 
frequently the rhythms were invented by him. 

Sir AVilliam. knichted in 1007, was born in London on No- 
vember 18, i8tb. He entered Civil Service work, but disliked 
the routine and to<)k up law in>icad. In i86i he becan !«■» 
contribute comic Ncrse with clover humorous illustration' to 
the periodical Fun. usinc the siiniainre “Bab," and calling them 
Bab Ballads. He aho '•'•rved as drantatic critic to the Illu^t^ait d 
Times. He was drowned at Harrow Weald, Middlesex, on Ma\ 
29, 19M. 


ARTHl R SL'LLIVAN 

The church hymn Or.uard, Christian Soldiers was wiitien 
by the English composer Sir .Xrthur Seymour Sulliv.in. An- 
other of his famous compositions is The Lost Chord, which 
was probably the most successful English song of the nine- 
teenth century. However, he is far tnorc widely known as the 
collaborator of Sir \ViIliam Schwenk Gilbert, with horn he 
produced an enchanting series of the world's most popul.ir 
light operas. Sir Arthur composed 7 'he Mikado: H.M.S. 
Pinafore; The Pirates of Penianee: Jolantht ; The Gondoliers: 
Patience, etc. Sullivan composed other works, including an 
oratorio, The Light of the li'otld: a cantata, The Mart\r of 
Antioch; incidental music to Alfred Tennyson's Foresters; .t 
ballet; and a grand opera, Jvanhoc (based upon Scott's no\cI . 
which was a failure in the theater. 

Sir Arthur was born at Lambeth on May 13, 1842. His 
father was an Irish musician and his mother had some Italian 
blood. By the time he was ciglit, the boy knew how to plav 
every wind instrument in the band. In 1862 he became the 
organist at Govern Garden. He was also principal of the 
National Training School for Music and conductor of the 
Leeds Festivals and of the Philharmonic Society. He died 
on November 22, 1900. 
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PHINEAS TAYLOR BARNUM 


The showman Ph'meas Taylor Barnum, born at Bethel, 
Connecticut, on July 5, 1810, was the son of a farmer. Phineas, 
who had no inclination for farm labor, was successively a clerk 
in a store, editor of a paper, village storekeeper and the ex- 
hibitor of Joicc Hcth, the alleged nurse of George Washing- 
ton. Tliis latter exploit decided his career, and he became the 
head of a small traveling company of performers. In 1840 
he bought the American Museum in New York. Among his 
most notable achievements as a showman were naming and 
exhibiting the midget General Tom Thumb; bringing the 
Swedish singer Jenny Lind to America; purchasing Jumbo 
the elephant; and in 1874 organizing the circus, “Barnum’s 
Greatest Show on Earth.” 

Barnum was not only a showman. He wrote books, lectured 
before American and European audiences and ser\’cd in the 
Connecticut legislature. He was also mayor of Bridgeport, 
which was his home for forty-five years. Pic helped to plan 
and build the eastern part of the city and made donations to 
its civic institutions. He died on April 7, 1891. 

CHRISTOPHER (KIT) CARSON 

For one period of sixteen years during his life as a soldier 
and hunter, Christopher (Kit) Carson supplied every bit of 
his own food with liis rifle. Pie was born on December 24, 
1809, and was apprenticed to a saddler at the age of fifteen. 
Two years later he joined an overland expedition to Santa 
Fc, New Mexico. He became a trapper, roaming the plains 
between the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific Ocean, and 
excelled even the Indians at hunting and mountain-climbing. 
In 1842 his Indian wife died, and he took his daughter to 
St. Louis to be educated. There he was engaged as a guide to 
Lieutenant John C. Fremont's first expedition to explore the 
Rockies. 

The next year Carson returned to New Mexico, married a 
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Spanish lady and resumed hunting and trapping. Sheep were 
scarce in the new state of California, and in C'ai'on 

drove a flock of 6.500 sheep across ilic mount. »ins Xcw 

Mexico into California. At Taos Carson ailed as t!je Indi.sii 
agent for that district and was successful in that cap.i< iiv. lie 
was made a brigadier general for his services durine ih.c Civil 
War, after which he returned to the post of Indian 
Carson died on May 23, 1868. 


MARV BAKKR EDDY 

Mary Baker Eddy was tite discoverer and founder of tin- 
religion which she called Christian Science, and the founder 
of the Church of Christ, Scientist. Mrs. Eddy, who was born 
near Concord, New Hampshire, on July 16, 1O21, bcg.in u- 
teach Christian Science in 1866. She wrote and publidied 
herself the textbook of Christian Science, Sricncc and // ,;/■/. 
with Key to the Scriptures. Its first edition of i.O ).' cojn> < 
came out in 1875. In 1879 the First Church of Christ. Sciendsi, 
was organized in Boston, and four years later Mrs. F.ddy 
founded the first of the Christian Science periodicals. Th ' 
Christian Science Journai. 

Mrs. Eddy was married three times. Her first husbajid died 
less than a year after their marriage. Her second marriage, in 
1853, was dissolved by divorce twenty years later. In 1877 she 
married Asa Gilbert Eddy, the first of her students to engage 
in the public practice of Christian Science Iiealing. He died 
five years later. Mrs. Eddy continued as the active leader of 
the Christian Science movement until her death «'n Decenihor 
3 . 1910* 


CORNELIUS VANDERBILT 

Cornelius Vanderbilt, American capitalist popularly known 
as “Commodore,” purchased a ferryboat when he was sixteen 
with which he carried farm products and passengers between 



Staicn Island and New ^ ork. Born near Stapleton, Staten 
Island, on May 27, 1794, \*anderbiU saw his ferry line grow, 
and eventually he entered other transportation enterprises. 
Besides his river and harbor boats he built, in 1817, a steamer 
to run between New York and New Brunswick, New Jersey, 
and served as its captain. In 1851 he established a fast line 
to California, transferring passengers across the Isthmus of 
Nicaragua. This enterprise ^\as said to have brought him 
$10,000,000. He also offered service between New York and 
Le Havre, France. 

\'andcrbllt bought a large pait of the New \ork and Harlem 
Railroad in 1863 and later gained control of the Hudson 
River Railroad and the New York Central. He became presi- 
dent of the New York Central in 18G7. \"andcrbilt’s most note- 
worthy public benefaction was his gift of $1,000,000 for the 
founding of Vanderbilt University at Nashville, Tennessee. His 
fortune uas estimated at $100,000,000 when he died on Jan- 
uary 4, 187-. 


ANDREW CARNEGIE 

None of t 1 »c makers <'f great fortunes started with less th.an 
did AndrCNs Carnegie when, at the age of ten, he became a 
bohbin-br\ at twenty cents a day in the mills of Allegheny, 
r< nnsyh ania. Born in Dunfermline, Scotland, on November 
•27. 183*). the future ironmaster and philanthropist came to 
America \ ith his familv. He learned clerical and secretarial 
work and telegraphy, and with this knowledge and his own 
immense capabilities he gradually progressed through various 
jobv to a position of respionsibiliiy with the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road. In 1862 Carnegie entered tlie iron business, in which he 
earned bis fabulous fortune. When he retired in 1901 his com- 
pany was valued at $500,000,000. He died on August ii, 1919. 

Caniegie believed that “‘surplus wealili is a sacred trust to be 
administered for the highest good of the people.” To this end 
he donated sums amounting to more than $300,000,000, It is 
pre b, ble that none of his gifts did more good than those given 
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to public libraries, including $60,000,000 for u\ cr j.o j o munic- 
ipal library buildings. 


JOHN D. ROCKEFELl.FR 


John Davison Rockefeller. Senior, American phiLmthropist 
and financier, was the greatest getter and giver of money in 
the world’s history. Bom on July 8. 1839, he amassed his colos- 
sal fortune from oil, mines, steel and other indu'»trics. The 
Standard Oil Company, of which he was prc'^idcnt, was in- 
corporated in 1870 with a capitalization of $1,000,000. Thus 
at thirty-one Rockefeller held an eminent position in business. 
Ac the time the company’s monopoly was dissolved by the 
courts in 1892 Rockefeller’s fortune was estimated at between 
$500,000,000 and $1,000,000,000, and he became known as 
the nation’s first “billionaire.” Among his m.uu gifts were 
$100,325,000 to the Rockefeller Foundation, $4.«»i)o,iioo to the 
Rockefeller Institute of Medical Research, $joo,ooo to the 
Baptist Missionary Union and about $',oo.ooo.i>oo to various 
educational institutions. 

One of Rockefeller's greatest desires in his later years was 
to live to be too, but hardening of the heart muscles caused his 
death on May 23, 1937, at the age of ninety-seven, at his winter 
home in Ormond Beach, Florida. He left a net estate of $26,- 
410,837. 


JOHN PIERPONT MORGAN 

The American financier John Pierpont Morgan, bom on 
April 17, 1837, received his education both in Germany and 
in the United States. He began his business career in the bank- 
ing house of Duncan, Sherman & Company, New York City, 
When he became head of the firm of Drcxcl, Morgan & Com- 
pany, he clianged its name to J. P. Morgan & Company. 
Among his business enterprises were the control of se\eral 



railroad companies and anthracite and soft coal trusts In 1901 
he organized the United States Steel Corporation, which had 
a capitalization of $1,100,000,000 and dominated the steel 
industry of the United States. Probably no other American 
capitalist was more widely known or thoroughly trusted m 

Europe, especially in England, than Morgan. 

Morgan gave extensively to many charities and institutions, 
lie wa°s an enthusiastic yachtsman and one of the world s 
greatest art collectors. In 1913 Metropolitan Museum of 
Art exhibited, in thirteen galleries, most of his collectiom He 
built a library adjoining his home to house his rare 
of manuscripts and handsomely bound books. Morgan died 

in Rome, Italy, on March 31, 1913. 


CECIL JOHN RHODES 

Cecil John Rhodes, South African financier and statesman, 
was subjected to criticism and applause, called both a land 
grabber and an empire builder, a statesman and an unscrupu- 
lous speculator. Rapid success in the Kimberley diamond 
fields of South Africa made Rhodes a millionaire at nineteen. 
The aggrandizement of the British Empire was the object of 
his life, and South Africa was the area over which he hoped 
to establish English rule. To this end he devoted his energies. 
He became a leading financier as well as a statesman, and as 
a result of his efforts Bcchuanaland and Rhodesia came under 
British control. In 1890 Rhodes began his term as premier of 
Cape Colony. His personal power ended with the Jameson 
Raid, an unfortunate attempt to bring about a rebellion in 
the Transvaal. 

After resigning his premiership, the statesman devoted his 
interests to Rhodesia, and in 1896 he terminated a native re- 
bellion by an act of intrepid courage. Rhodes was bom on 
July 5, 1853, and died on March 26, 1902. His will set up 
scholarships at Oxford University, open to about 100 candi- 
dates from Great Britain and to ninety from the United States. 
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EMILE ZOLA 


The French no\'clibt £niilc Ldouaid C-Ii.nlcs Ant'iino Zola 
was born in Paris on Apiil 2, i8)0. He Icli ihc lACf- S.iiin 
Louis in 18G0, failing to take his degree due to a tli liciency in 
literature. He al>andoned bis work as a < !eik In a bu'ine-' hoU'C 
to devote his energies to writing, and for a lime he lived in 
extreme po\erty. One of Ins bevt friends was the aiii^i I’aul 
Cezanne. Eventually he oblainctl einploymeiu ,0 a shopnnm 
in a publisher's firm, and his articles i)n literature and ,irt. .ts 
well as his novel 'J'hcrcsc Hatiuin began to .uiract attention. 
Next Zola began his series of some twenty novels based on the 
Rougon-Macquart family, whom he created and carried 
through a period of French history. Many of these books were 
not great popular successes, but witli L’AssofyiJnoir, an epic of 
drink, Zola’s fame was established. As his star rose, he seemed 
to have less and less in common with his ])t>vhood frieml 
Cezanne. He became the outstanding j>o\eli'-t of the da\. .md 
Nana and Lc D(bdclc sold even more copies ib.in I. .hioni- 
moir. After reading IJCEuvrc , in which lie s.iw himself. C ezanne 
refused to sec Zola. In addition to these books, Zola s otlier 
publications included a series of three romances on cities, 
some novels in which he propounded his social gospel, a 
volume of plays, several volumes of criticisin and some short 
stories. Men of letters, artists, and politiei.ins appe.Tn ti at his 
parties. 

Zola played a very important j^art in the affair of Alfred 
Dreyfus, a French army ofliccr falsely chaiged with treason. 
Zola was thoroughly convinced of the man's innocenre, and 
in an attempt to bring about a reopening of the case, he pub- 
lished an open letter to the president of the Republic entitled 
“J’accusc’’ in w'hich he charged the government with irregu- 
larities in the ease. The letter achieved Zola's purpose — a re- 
opening of the case — but he himself was also brouglit to trial 
and a verdict lodged against him. He went to England, w here 
he remained until amnesty for offenders connected with tlie 
Dreyfus ease permitted his return to Paris. 

Zola was made a Knight of the Legion of Honor in 1888 
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and an officer in 1893, but after his trouble over the Dreyfus 
affair^ his name was removed from the rolls. He was several 
times a candidate for the French Academy but was repeatedly 
denied admission. Zola was accidentally asphyxiated in his 
Paris home by the fumes from a defective Hue. Fie was found 
dead in his bedroom on September 29. 1902. When Cezanne 
iieard of his death he cried a long while and shut himself up 
ill liis studio for a day. 


ANATOLE FRANCE 

For thirty years French literature was dominated by Jacques 
Anatolc Thibault, whose pseudonym was .Anatolc Fiance. He 
was an artist acclaimed by the critics and also a publicist who 
inlhicnced the common people. Xo one since \'oltaire had 
enjoyed a reputation such this man, who, in lu> old age, 
was honored as a genius and a patriarch. France, '.viiosc father 
was a bookseller, was bom in Paris on April 16. 1814. He was 
studious and intelligciu, but he liked reading Ijciter than 
writing, lie compo.scd advertising catch phrases for publishers 
and contributed a wccklv article to the C'fuicrs Illustrc. His 
poetry was written for his own entertainment. Tiu> Crime of 
Sylvester Donnord, a novel tliat appeared in :88i. was well 
received bv the critics. 

In 1883 France met Madame .\rman de Caillasct. a clever 
and active woman with many friends among the leading figures 
in politics and society. She. who was France s friend through- 
out his life, encouraged him to write and worked to bring about 
his fame. The dedication of one of lii> books reads: ‘'To 
Madame Caillavet, this book which I should not have written 
without her help, for without her help I should write no 
books.” For forty years /Vnatole France pursued his literary 
career, publishing nearly fifty volumes in addition to his early 
verse. France was a competent storyteller, a wholar of antiquity 
and a student of the human race, .\mong his books are Thais, 
The Red Lily, Penguin Island, The Revolt of the Angels, 
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Little Pierre and a biography of Joan of Arc. He was named 
an officer of the Legion of Honor in 1895 and elected to the 
French Academv in 1806. 

At the beginning of his career France was primarily a skeptic, 
but about 1900 his opinions began to change. He felt a de- 
cided sympathy for procrc<5«ive parties and gradually ^s■cnt 
over to the revolutionary camp. He became a participant in 
one of the mo«t famous incidents in French history when he 
joined the novelist tmilc Zola in defending the French oflicor 
Alfred Dreyfus again'*! charccs of treason. World War I dis- 
turbed France's philosophy and left him uncertain of the 
destiny of the human rate. He died in Tours on October 131 
1924. 


ALFRED DREYFUS 

Alfred Dreyfus was a French soldier wlto became famous 
because he was the victim C'f a judicial error \%'hich amused 
deep feeling throughout the world. Dreyfus, bom on October 
9, 1859, became a captain in the army in 1889. In 1894 an 
anonymous letter showing that a French officer was betraying 
his country fell into the hands of llic authorities. Dreyfus ^\as 
accused because the handwriting closely resembled his. He 
protested his innocence, but was found guilty and interned on 
Devil's Island in 1895. 

An official at the Nlinisiry of War disco\cred that the writer 
of the letter was an officer, Major Esterhazy, who was deeply 
in debt. The government was slow to admit its mistake and 
grant a new trial. In the meantime, there was vigorous agitation 
in favor of Dreyfus, high-lighted by the intenention of the 
novelist £mile Zola who wrote an open letter to the president 
of the Republic entitled ‘*J'qccuscJ* Dreyfus was set free in 
1899, but he was not completely rehabilitated until 1906. He 
re-entered the army during W’orld W'ar I, and became a lieu- 
tenant colonel and an officer of the Legion of Honor. Fie died 
in Paris on July 12, 1935. 
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JAMES ABBOTT McNEILL WHISTLER 

James Abbott McNeill Whistler, American artist, was bom 
in Lowell, I'blassachusctts, on July lo, 1834. AVhen his father 
was invited to build a railroad in Russia, James joined him 
and began his study of art there. He left the United States 
Military Academy at ^Vcst Point because he failed *in chem- 
istry. After attempting to enter the Navy, he became a 
draughtsman in the Coast and Geodetic Survey, but abandoned 
this to study art in Paris. For many years his peculiarities and 
quarrels were better known than his works. One of his most 
famous battles was with the critic John Ruskin whom \Vhistler 
sued for libel. Whistler won, and was awarded a farthing which 
he wore as a watch charm. He died in London on July 17, 1903. 

^Vhistlcr executed delicate water colors and landscapes, the 
most famous of which are his “Nocturnes.” Among his notable 
portraits is his most popular painting, the portrait of his 
mother. However, many consider his etchings the highest 
product of his art, classing them with those of Rembrandt, the 
world's greatest etcher. One of his finest creations as a mural 
decorator is the “Peacock Room,” in blue and gold, formerly 
in a London home, but later transferred to the Freer Gallery 
in Washington, D. C. 

PAUL CEZANNE 

The aim of Paul Cezanne, French painter, was to combine 
impressionism with the art of the past. His early painting was 
concerned more with expressing the exaltation of his own 
feelings than with color effects, but association with the im- 
pressionist artist Camille Pissarro helped him to become aware 
of the world of color. His early work includes a Resurrection 
of Lazarus and The Banquet. Cezanne excelled in still life 
pictures, of which the Comjwlicr and Thc'Black Marble Clock 
are among the mo.st celebrated; forceful portraits, notable 
among which arc those of Gustav Geffroy, of Madame Cezanne, 
and many self-portraits; and stately, solid landscapes such as 
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La route du Chateau h^oir, L’Estaque, anti nuincrnn^; \ ic\s.s of 
Mount SaintcA'ictoIrc. Among ilic masicipictcs of his latter 
years arc his pictures of men pl.iyiii" taitis. 

Cezanne was Ijorn in Ai\ on January lu, il) lie forim tl 
a boyhood fricndsiiip with llie ntivelist f.mih- /-ila and the 
two dedicated l!.cnescl\ cs to art. I !.< v l.xid ia I'.ni' but 
Cezanne never felt at home ilien* ami i i-peat. dlv n turned (o 
Aix. Cezanne’s name was praeliealiv unkn"\\n in r.tii' until 
an exhibition in 1904 attracted attention. 'This wa> his only 
taste of the fame to be acconletl his wt)rks until after his tleath. 
He died on October 23, It was liis destiny to become j>cr- 

haps the leading inHuence on modern art. 


VINCENT \’AN GOGH 


The shadow of insanity under which tlie Dutch painter 
Vincent van Gogh lived during tlte last years of his life diil 
not deter him from Jus work. In fact this wa-j his greatest 
period. He contmued to paint until the day of his death, 
executing with thick, pure colors and swirling stretkes pictures 
that have completely justified the faith of his brother Then, 
who was one of the few who believed in bim. Among \'an 
Gogh’s notable pictures arc: The Potato Eatos; Post)nan; 
Portrait of a Man; several Sunflowers: many Self- 

Portraits; the series known as L' Arl^sienni ; \V heat fields with 
a Setting Sun; The Ravine; Garden at Ailes; and The Raising 
of Lazarus. 

Van Gogh, who was born in Groot Zundeit. Ih'IIand, on 
March 3, 1853, had a tortured time settling upon a career. He 
worked for picture dealers, studied tiicology and. imbued witli 
ideals of Christian communism, lived among the miners in a 
coal region. Finally he began to study art, joining Theo in 
Paris in 18O6. Here he learned to discard the browns tliai had 
characterized his earlier work and paint with clear, luminous 
colors. In i 830 lie went to Arles in Southern France, where he 
was joined by Paul Gauguin. In a fit of insanity he tlueaicncd 
Gauguin’s life and then cut ofT one of his own oais. ! caring 
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the recurrence of such excesses, he hnaliy shot himself 
and died on July 29. 1890, 


PAUL GAUGUIN 

For Paul Gauguin, one of the pioneers of the post-impres- 
sionist nio\'cmcnt in art. painting was at first a hobby for 
leisure hours. The French artist was born in Paris on June 17, 
i8.j8. A*: a boy ho went to sea. then joined a firm of stock- 
brokers. and married a cultured Danish woman. After becom- 
ing acquainted with the painter Camille Pissarro and buying 
some of his pictures, he beean working with the inipicssionists, 
giving up his job and dc\oiing himself wholly to art. He passed 
some time in southern France in 1888, visiting the Dutch artist 
\ incent van Goch. and from tlicn on he abandoned impres- 
sionism for a much more radical, decorative si)le of his own. 
Among the most notable paintings of this period are The 
Wo 7 nen of Arles, a portrait of Meyer dc Haan, Landscape of 
Arles. The YelUne Christ, and the diabolic original 5 e//-Por- 
Irait. painted in P.rittanv. 

In 1891 Gauguin went to Tahiti where he spent the re*-! of 
his life except for a brief visit to Paris, li\ing like a native. 
Among his lahitian paintings which created a sensation in 
Pans were bioivn nudes in bright tropical landscapes -;uch as 
Papeete. Tahiti. The White Horse. Where Do We Come From? 

j L’O)'* this period came also The Spirit of 

the Dead ll atehmg, and sculpture in stone and wood. In iSott 
Gaug.nn returned to Tahiti and died on May 9, .903. on the 
Isle of Dominique. His satanic personality inspired the noeelist 
Somerset Maugham to uritc The Moon and Sixpence. 


CL.AUDE DEBUSSY 


The French composer Claude Achille Debussy was born at 
t. Oermain on August 22. 1862. Like many other musicians 
of Ills country, he studied at the Paris Conservatory and com- 



pctcd for the Grand Prix dc Rome. \N'iiich lie won with a 
cantata, VEnfant prodigue. His svinphonic suite. Printempi, 
and La Damoisclle Llue, a work inspired l.»v Djiue Gabriel 
Rossetti s The Blessed Damozel. were botli Mibtnitied in the 
competition, but were so highly individual in ch.iractcr that 
the judges took exception to them. After having: pas>ed some 
years in Italy, Debussy made a vidt to Ru"ia. where he 
absorbed much native music. e-pecialK that of MoJe>t Mous- 
sorgsky. 

Debussy gained recognition slowly, but in the National 
Society of Music first performed La Damoisclle Blue, and the 
following year Prelude d I'aprcs-midi d'un fauyu' The .Iffcr- 
noon of a Faun], one of his most popular workv His onlv 
opera, Pellcas et Mclisaude, was produced in 190a. but not 
understood; it, too, has come into its own. Debussv also com- 
posed songs and nocturnes and made important contributions 
to piano literature, lie died at Paris on Marcli 26, loiB. His 
music is fragile and clu>i\e. like impressionist painting, and 
it is believed that he took the name ■'noctutne' from the 
American artist Whistler. 


AUGUSTE RODIN 

The French sculptor Auguste Rodin wa«: born in Paris in 
1840. The first indication of the originality that characterizes 
his work was shown in 1864 in his statue The Man with a 
Broken Aojc. From 1871 to 1877 Rodin worked in Brussel: 
for the Belgian artist Van Rasbourtf. In i 83 ', he began the 
powerful Portal of Hell, most elaborate of all his works, in- 
spired b) the Italian poet Dante's epic. The Divine Comedy. 

At the Exposition in Paris in 1900 the citv reluctantly 
financed the erection of a building outside the entrance gates 
in which Rodin showed many of his works, including YZ/c 
Burghers of Calais and Portal of Hell, still quite inconiplete. 
Rodin’s best known etching is a portrait of the French writer 
Victor Hugo. Other outstanding works arc The Age of Bronze. 
The Kiss, exhibited for the first time in 1898: and the Hand 
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of Cod, shown in London in 1905. In 1904 Rodin succeeded 
tlic American artist James \Vhistlcr as president of the Inter- 
national Society of Sculptors, Painters and Engravers. He died 
on November 17, 1917, recognized at last after years of hatred, 
' so keen a hate,"’ he said, "iljat if Paris had been Italy in the 
time of the Borgias, I should have been poisoned.” Rodin 
made the most of every expression, every fleeting thought of 
humanity. His surfaces vibrate. 


THOMAS ALVA EDISON 

In the liistory of applied science, Thomas Alva Edison stands 
alone. One thousand two hundred patents are credited to him, 
and a Congrcs':ional committee once placed the value of his 
in\cntions at $13,599,000. He was a man of tremendous energy 
and piicnomenal mind, but his terse explanation of his success 
was: “Two per cent inspiration and ninety-eight per cent 
perspiration.” 

The itn’cntor was born in Milan, Ohio, on February 1 1, 1847, 
and passed part of his brief boyhood in Port Huron, Michigan. 
^Vhcn he was twelve he was working as a trainboy. Tlircc years 
later, as a sideline, he was publishing a small newspaper The 
Grand Trunk Herald for tlic railroad employees.- He was six- 
teen when, as a reward for rescuing from drowning tiie son 
of a railroad station agent, he was taught telegraphy. He be- 
came a capable operator but, after transferring to tiiis line of 
work, his fondness for reading and experiment caused the loss 
of each job he held. In 1864 he inverued an automatic tele- 
graph repeater. Five years later he sold four patents for $40,000 
which he used to set up a laboratory in Newark, N. J. In 1876, 
after having been engaged for several years in the manufacture 
of products of Iiis creation, ill health forced him to “retire” 
to Menlo Park, N. J., where, thenceforward, he confined him- 
self to investigation and invention. 

Edison s inventions included a typewriter, the phonograph, 
the incandescent lamp, a process for making plate glass, a mo- 
tion picture camera and a receiving apparatus for radio sets. 
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His discovery of the “Edison EfTecl” made possible t!.c modern 
electronic tube which, in its myriad forms, underlies i.tdio 
broadcasting, the lonu tiislancc tc!ri>hniie. sound piuure^. 
television, the electric eye. \ ray ami many oilier de\eloii- 
ments. During liis last years he experimemed wiih ilte yiro- 
duction of synthetic ruldjer. iiaieniirm in I'lV a f'loeevs for 
^tracting that commodity fr.>m goldeumd. ' Twice marri. d. 
Edison was the fatlicr of six chihlren, one of whom. ( h.nK^ 
became governor of the State of Ne\e Joi m-v. l iie imeiUor died’ 
m West Orange, N. J., on Octoiier i8, 


THEODORE ROOSEX'EET 

In the colorful life of Theodore Roosevelt, twenty-sixth 
President of the United States, no other event was more 
dramatic dian his charge up San Juan Iliil. In tiiis char-c in 
Uuba during the Spanish-Amorican War. Ro<>ve\eh h d the 
Rough Riders," a cavalry regiment of eowbo\s. htiii'eis. In- 
dians, and athletes from all over tl.e country. Tlieii f.ime swept 

the nation, and wlien Uoose\clt relumed to llie United Slates, 
he was the man of the hour. 

Roosevelt was bom in New ^'ork Uiiy on October -27, 

He was a delicate ciiild, but o\ercaino his physical wa’.,knoss 
through vigorous exercise and fighting dclcrmiiKUiun. lie was 
^ ar ent reader of James Fcniinore Cooper's Lcathcrstockino 
Tales and other books of all kinds, and intensely interested in 

^ g'-aduated front Harvard in tliSo, he tvrotc 
The haval History of ,8so, a book that is still regarded as an 
authority Roosevelt wrote ma.iy other books, one of the most 

Tn "■hjehtvas U'wnmaot the West. The toungcst .nan 

n the New 't ork Assembly in .88., he became' the minoritv 
cader and embarked t.pon a campaign of refortn. WI.en his 
Icgtslattve career closed, Roosevelt went out West to a cattle 
ranch. He returned in two years to run for mayor of Note 
York, and although he was not elected, he continued in politics 
as a member of the United States Civil Service Commission, 
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President of the New York Police Board, and Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Navy. 

After tlie Spanish-American W'ar Roosevelt was ready for 
his next public office, the governorship of New York. He defied 
both political machines. On March 4, 1901. he was inaugurated 
as \'ice-Prcsidcnt of the United States, and when McKinley 
was assassinated the following September, Roosevelt stepped 
into the presidency. He was re-elected in 1904. Among the 
manv achievements of his administration were: the Panama 
Canal, the consciwation of natural resources, and arranging 
a peace between Russia and Japan in 1905, for which he re- 
ceived the Nobel prize. His home life was unusually happy 
and his personal example an inspiration to youth. Three weeks 
after leaving the presidency, Roosevelt went on a year’s hunt- 
ing trip to .Africa. He returned by way of Europe, where he 
was cvcr>wherc warmly received. He ran for the presidency 
again in 1912 as candidate of the Progressive Party. He made 
a trip to South America in 1913 exploring an unknown river, 
later named the Rio Teodoro. Roosevelt died on January 6, 
in :o. 


ROBERT EDWIN PEARY 

Robert Edwin Peary, American Arctic explorer, made liis 
first trip to the North in 1886. In 1891-92 he served as chief 
of the .Arctic expedition of the .Academy of Natural Sciences 
of Philadelphia. On this trip he made a most remarkable polar 
sledge journey, traversing Greenland from McCormick Bay 
to Independence Bay, a distance of 1,300 miles. Later journeys 
to Greenland were followed in 1898-1902 bv his most im- 
portant expedition in search of the North Pole. Although he 
gained much useful information, including a conclusive de- 
termination of Greenland's northern limits, he was forced to 
abandon his attempt to reach the pole. 

In 1906 Peary came within 203 miles of his goal, and on 
April 6, 1909, he succeeded in reaching it. His achievement 
\vas recognized \Nith honors throughout the world. He received 
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the thanks of Congress, a degree of Doctor of Laws from the 
University of Edinburgh as well as gold medalt from many 
learned societies, and he was made a rear admiral. Peary was 
bom on May 6, 1836, and died on February 20, 1920. 


^VILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN 

At the national convention of tlie Democratic Party in July 
of 1896 the colorful American statesman William Jennings 
Bryan gained unchallenced mastery over the party by his 
oration which ended with the well known words; “You shall 
not press down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns— 
you shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold." During 
his service in Congioss Bryan previously had established his 

reputation as an orator and as an advocate of “free siher " 

that is, free and unlimited coinage of silver at the ratio of 
sixteen ounces of silver to one ounce of gold. Bryan was nomi- 
nated as presidential candidate, but lie was defeated by Wil- 
liam McKinley. None of his sub'-equent attempts to obtain 
the presidency was successful. 

President ANoodrow A\ iLon appointed Bryan as Secretary of 
Slate m 1913; Bryan resigned this position in 1915. He was 
a leader in the prohibition mosement. A defender of old- 
fashioncd religious beliefs and of a literal interpretation of the 
llinie, his last public appearance was at the trial of a Ten- 

charged with teaching evolution, Br\an 
9, .860', and died on July =6, .925. 


HENRY FORD 

Henry Ford began his career ns an American automobile 
manufacturer in 189.. His first successful machine evas com- 

t!! ■" in 

1895- ihe Ford Motor Company was organized on June '6 

1903. and the first car built by the company was sold on Julv 

23. During that year 1.708 automobiles were built and <cld 
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In 1941 the company’s valuation was placed at $718,660,357. 

Henry Ford was born in ^Vayne County, Michigan, on July 
30, 1863. At the age of twelve he was spending most of his 
time in a small machine shop, constructing a steam engine 
when he was fifteen. In later life his hobbies included farming 
and conservation of wild life. Among his other interests were 
the support of the Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit, the restora- 
tion of the Wayside Inn made famous by Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow, the construction of an early American village 
named Greenfield and the founding of the Edison Institute 
with its extensive collection of early Americana. Ford died on 
.\pril 7, 1947, at Dearborn, Michigan. 


RUDYARD KIPLING 

Rudyard Kipling, English poet, novelist and story writer, 
was born in Bombay, India, on December 30, 1865, and lived 
there long enougli as a child to absorb a lifelong interest in 
things Indian before his parents sent him back to England to 
school. Ills first vears in England were passed in a child’s 
torment, as he was- placed in the care of a woman who made 
beatings and cruelly the order of his days. He found refuge 
in books, reading voraciously, but this haven was almost taken 
from him by failing eyesight. Ilis mother, returning from 
India, found him half-blind and wholly cowed. After a period 
of rccupcraiion he was sent to a school where intelligent and 
understanding teachers gave him the run of the world of 
letters and helped shape his own abilities in that world. One 
of his later books, Stalky and Co., tells the lighter side of his 
years there, which ended with his return to India to work on 
the Civil and Military Gazette in Lahore. Here his newspaper 
work added to his knowledge of India and he began his stories 
about it. His Plain Talcs from the Hills were started in 1885 
to serve as filler for the newspaper when news was scarce. 
The next year he published Departmental Ditties, his first 
book of poetry. Soon afterward he was transferred to the Allah- 
abad Pioneer, parent paper of the Gazette. 
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^"‘1 America In 

seren he was famous. In ,802 l,c married an Amerie.-.n ci.'l 
and they lived in Xerniont for four years There l,e t 
some of his most popular works. Kiplin- uent to .South Africi 

nitron, ^“'■^"^xral years thereafter he and his family 

in • between England in summer and the Cine region 
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January .7 development of Africa. He died on 

side" P'i"<= for literature Be 

short •"’° u°°u' ■nentioned and many volumes of 

That E°7 d’ best-known works include Kim, The Lioht 

such ^°^’°Scous, several books for children 

uch as The Jungle Books, Just So Stories Puck of Pnnh\ tru 


EDWARD MacDOWELL 
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that symptoms of menial illness appeared, becoming increas- 
ingly acute during the years before his death on January 23, 
1008. MacDowcirs impressive list of compositions includes 
orchestral and piano sketches, concertos, piano sonatas and 
symphonic poeins. 


JOHN' PHILIP SOUSA 

It has been said that John Philip Sousa, bandmaster and 
composer, was to the march what Johann Strauss was to the 
waltz. He wrote more than one hundred marches, including 
The \\'ashin<:ton Post Marrh, Semper Fidelis and Stars and 
Stripes Forei er, wliich made $300,000 for its composer. On 
September 30. 1880. Sousa began liis conductorship of the 
United States Marine Band. He lickl this position for twelve 
years and brought fame both to himself and the band. Sousa's 
own band, organized in 1892, played at the Chicago Exposi- 
tion in 1893. toured the United States, visited Europe four 
times, and in 1910- 1 2 made a trip around the world. 

In addition to his marches Sousa composed comic operas, 
waltzes, overtures and suites, and he wrote three novels. He 
was an excellent hor'^cman and trapshootcr and was one of the 
few men to serv e in three branches of the military forces. Sousa 
was bom in \Vashingion. D. C., on November 6, 1854, and 
died at Reading. Pcniwyhania, on March 6, 1932. His body 
lay in state in Washington and was then buried in the Con- 
gressional Cemetery. 


MCTOR HERBERT 

\ictor Herbert’s career as a light opera composer began on 
November 20, 1894, the production of Prince Ananias. 
This tsas preceded by experience as a cellist in such organiza- 
tions as the Metropolitan Opera House and the New York 
Philharmonic orchestras. Herbert also had conducted the Pitts- 
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burgh Symphony Orchestra and an orchestra of his own in New 
York, He was bom in Dublin, Ireland, on February r, 1859, 

received his early musical training in Euiodc. He came to 
America in 1886. 

Herbert was never satisfied by his uritim- uf lielu opera, 
although during the twenty years following his initial >ucces-i 
he wrote more than a dozen highh ^u^.ces^lul production.', in- 
cluding such favorites as Fonune Teller ■ 1898 . ^ ir. Toy- 

land ( 1903 ) , A///e. Module i9o;> . Saue,ht\ Mar{,;ta loio), 
and Sweethearts (1913). Ilis ambition to become a grand* 
^era composer was realized in Satoma, on an Indian tliemc. 
The music for some of the Ziegfeld Follies uas wriuen by 
Herbert and he composed the score for the pliotoplav The 
Birth of a Nation. He died on May eo, 1921. 


GIACOMO PL CCIM 

Giacomo Puccini is ranked by ino.t ciitics as the greatest 
Italian operatic composer since \'crdi. Puccini was born in 
1858, His mother placed him in a school of music, although he 

showed no talent or interest in it, and a patient teacher aroused 
his latent genius. 

The idea of writing an opera occurred to Pucciiu when lie 
heard a performance of \ erdi's Alda. His first attempt^ w ere 
only moderately successful, but his third. Manon Leseaut. was 
immensely popular. This was followed bv La Bohewe which 
was even more successful. With Madame Butterfly he scored his 
^catest triumph, although it was hissed at its fir't perfurmame. 
La Tosca was a distinct disappointment at fir.t, but i. often 
sung today A purely American opera. The Gul o( the Golden 
nest, which he was commissioned to write bv the Metropolitan 
Opera House, has not maintained its original poj.ularitv. In 
addition to his operas, Puccini composed other music, includ- 
ing cantatas. One of these w’as wTitten in 1919 to celebrate the 

2.572nd anniversary of the founding of Rome. Puccini died on 
JNovember 29, 1924, 
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ARTURO TOSCANINI 


Aiiuro Toscanini, the greatest orchestral conductor of his 
time, was born at Parma, Italy, on March 25, 1867. He 
entered the Parma conscr\atory and in 1884 conducted one of 
his own works. His main studies were piano and cello, with 
high lionor-v in composition. When only nineteen Toscanini 
made his official debut in Rio dc Janeiro, conducting the opera 
Alda. He devoted forty years chiefly to opera, thirty years at 
La Scala, Milan, and se\’cn with the Metropolitan Opera 
Company in New York. Since 1929 he has given his energies to 
concerts, music festivals and radio performances. He directs 
all liis programs from memor)'. 

Toscanini received wide acclaim in 1930 when he took the 
New York Philharmonic orchestra on a triumphal tour of 
Europe. He received the 1937 American Hebrew Medal for 
promoting better understanding between Christians and Jews. 
In 1940-41 he loured South America, and the nc.xi year he led 
an all-American program in New York, featuring George 
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue. Toscanini, who makes his home 
in New York, has an extraordinary hold upon the affection of 
the .American musical public. 


LUTHER BURBANK 

The American naturalist, author and plant originator, Luther 
Burbank, has been called the wizard of horticulture. Vie was 
interested chiefly in developing new types of fruits, flowers 
and vegetables for mankind rather than for science. Burbank, 
born in Massachusetts on March 7, 1849, was the son of a 
farmer. He learned wood turning and pattern making, but 
finding these occupations too confining for one who loved the 
outdoors, he bought a farm and began his experiments. He 
developed the Burbank potato, one of the best known of his 
vegetable inventions,” in 1873. Two years later he moved to 
California, where he remained until his death on April ii, 
1926. 
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One of Burbank’s most extensive lines of work \v.ts witlj 
prunes and plums, of wliicli he imrocluccd no Icsb tli.m sixty 
varieties. Among his other developments were ten new t\pos cf 
berries, several vegetables and many Dower varieties, iiu hiding 
roses, poppies, lilies, gladioli and the Sha'^ta daisv. At (nic 
time in his garden there were 8o,ouo lilies in bloom valued at 
$250,000. No horticulturist ever worke<l c'n so vast a scale or in 
such a scientific manner. 


ALi ri:d nobi:l 

Alfred Bernhard Nobel, .Swedish inventor of dynamite, pro- 
vided in his will for the annual award of five prizes, one of 
which was to go to the person doing the most to piaimote peace. 
Nobel was born in Siockliolm on October 21, 1813, was edu- 
cated at Saint Petersburg, Russia, and trained in mechanical 
engineering in the United States. He devoted his cneigies to 
the study of explosives and especially to nitroglvcei inc. ilio 
• use of which had resulted in so many accidents that it had 
been almost discarded. }Ic took out a patent for dynatnitc in 
1862. The total number of his inventions reported filed in 
Great Britain was 129. 

From the manufacture of dviiainite and other explosives and 
from the exploitation of the Baku oil fields, Nobel amassed a 
fortune. lie asserted in 1875 that lie controlled fifteen dynamite 
^IPNFaclories, including several in America. During his latter years 
he worked at a laboratory' in San Remo near Nice, France. He 
died there on December 10, 1896, leaving the bulk of his 
fortune in trust for the Nobel prizes. 


WILBUR and ORVILLE WRIGHT 

A simple toy, which an Ohio father carried home to his two 
sons one day in 1878, led to the invention of one of the world's 
most revolutionary vehicles — the airplane — by Wilbur and 
Orville Wright. 
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\ViIbur and On'ille passed iheir spare time building toy 
Using machines for a while, but were forced to earn a living. 
So they turned to the manufacture of bicycles, achieving no 
groat success. Otto Lilienthal's death in his flying machine in 
1896 made a deep impression upon the brothers, and they 
began the study of aeronautics seriously. Their first test flight, 
with a plane controlled from the ground by cords, was made 
at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, in 1900. Results were en- 
couraging, but ^\ilbur and Orville saw the need for more 
experimentation. Everybody was smiling at the ^N'right boys. 
They were called visionaries and cranks. 

Then came the great day of December 17, 1903, at Kitty 
Hawk. Wilbur AVright’s flight lasted only twelve seconds, but it 
^vas the first time in history that a machine carrying a man had 
left the ground of its own power, described a circle in the air 
and descended safely to earth. A year later the brothers made 
a flight of twelve miles at a height of a hundred feet. They 
offered their invention to the go\crnmcnt, but received no 
reply. Again they wrote to Washington. This time a curt refusal 
said the government had no time to send a board to Ohio to ■ 
investigate the claims of a “couple of cranks.” On September 
o, 1908, Orville broke all records by staying in the air for 
fifty-seven minutes, and the same day he made another flight 
taking a passenger. Wilbur created a sensation in New York 
when he flew from Governor’s Island up the Hudson River to 
Cirant's Tomb and back. These early flights were imntcdiatcly 
recognized as opening the way for vast developments in the =« 
field of aviation. The many technical and mechanical improve- 
ments in the design and operation of airplanes have evolved 
gradually since those epoch-making flights. 

President Taft presented gold medals, on behalf of the Aero 
Club of America, to Wilbur and Orville AVright on June 10, 
1909, at the White House. Referring to their achiev'cmcnts, Taft 
said, Many great discoveries have come by accident . . . , 
but you planned what you wish to find, and then you worked 
over it until you found it.” In 1942 the Smithsonian Institution 
at W ashington recanted from its previous position, that Samuel 
P. Langley, American astronomer and physicist, had made the 
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first airplane flight, and gave full credit to the Wright brotly ; -. 
Accordingly, in his will, the sur\iving brother, Orville, pre- 
sented the Kitty Hawk plane to the Smithsonian Instituiie n. 

AMIbur A\ right was boin near Millville. Indiana, on Ap::l 
i6, 1867, and died at Davton, Ohio, on May ■^o, 1012. Orvili*- 
Wright was born at the latter city on August 9, 1871, and dvd 
at Dayton on Januarv jo, ici,j8. 


GLGLIELMO MARCONI 

Experiments already had been made with clectromaciv tie 
waves, but the Italian inventor Gugliehno Marconi put wirch 
telegraphy on a commercial basis when he devised a practi<\;l 
system for using these waves as a means of communication. In 
1895 he established wireless communication over distance? c* 
more than a mile. From that year on the history of Marconi'? 
work shows one advance after anotlicr. each of which m*nkid 
a new and greater use for his invention. 

On June 2, 1896. Marconi took out in England the ftr?t 
patent ever granted for wireless telegraphy based on the U’^e 
of electric waves. The following year from a station erected at 
Spezia, Italy, he communicated with a submarine twelve miles 
at sea. In 1898 wireless telegraphy was used for the fir?t time 
as a means of contact between lightships and the shore. On 
March 3, 1899, its success as a life-saving device was demon- 
strated. \ year later communication was established across the 
English channel and in the same year wireless was employed in 
naval maneuvers. The first military use of wireless was during 
the South .African war. 

On December 12, 1901, on his first attempt, Marconi ?cnt 
and received signals across the Atlantic from Poldhu in Gorn- 
wall to St. John s in Newfoundland. A year later the American 
liner Ph 'dad€lphia received messages up to a distance of 700 
miles in the daytime and 2,000 miles at night, proving th.it 
wireless messages can be received over greater distances at 
night. In igio wireless tclegiams were sent 6,000 miles and 
on September 22, 1918, wireless contact between England and 
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Australia was first established. Marconi began experimenting 
with short waves in 1916. 

In 1909 Marconi won the Nobel prize for physics, the Albert 
I^Icdal of the Royal Society and, in the United States, the 
Franklin and John Fritz Medals. In the same year he was 
nominated by the King of Italy to be a member of the Italian 
senate. After AVorld AVar I, during which he served in the 
Italian army and navy, Marconi attended peace conferences in 
London and Paris. He was made a Marchese in 1929, and in 
1-931 upon the completion of a radio station in the Vatican, he 
was made a member of the Vatican Academy. Marconi was 
born at Bologna on April 25, 1874, and died at Rome on July 
20, 1937. 


WOODROW WILSON 

Thomas Woodrow Wilson, twenty-eighth President of the 
United States, was the son of a Presbyterian mini.ster. He was 
born on December 28, 1856, in Staunton, Va. After being 
graduated from Princeton and completing post-graduate studies 
at Virginia and Johns Hopkins universities, he married Ellen 
Louise Axson who became the mother of his three daughters. 
She died in 1914 and a year later he married Mrs. Edith 
Bolling Galt who surxived him. 

His career in public office began in 1910 when he resigned 
the presidency of Princeton University, which he had held for 
eight years, to accept the governorship of New Jersey. A 
Democrat, his progressive record of achievement in that office 
won for him the Democratic nomination for the presidency in 
1912. Fie appointed Franklin D. Roosevelt as Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Nav'y. As president, he actively intcr\'ened in legis- 
lative matters, successfully pressing such projects as the estab- 
lishment of the Federal Rcscr\’e System and the creation of the 
F'ederal Trade Commission. 

AVilson’s policy of neutrality, after war broke out in Europe, 
drew criticism from both interventionists and pacifists and it 
was by a slim margin that he was re-elected in 1916. When he 
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found that war could no longer lx* av« tided, he iev.<.|ved lo 
prosecute it with maximum clliriencv. Tfiereaficr his pnlity of 
centralizing authority and frceinii the inilit.iiy fr<>m p..|iiiral 
interference was largely rc'^pnnsible for the swift development 
of Uic nation’s armed forces. 

On January 8, 1918, Wilson h.ui enunc iai<-(l liis ‘ rminej'n 
Points” which were to be the basis for peace. Wlieii the lighting 
ceased, he twice journeyed to Europe to pariieipatc in the 
treaty negotiations. On his second return, ag.unst the advice of 
physicians, he undertook a tour of the country to enlist support 
for American membership in the League of Nations which he 
had been one of the first to advocate. It was in the middle of 
this trip that he suffered a collapse that left him an invalid 
until his death on February 3, 1924. 

JOHN JOSEPH PERSHING 

On May 18, 1917, soon after the United States entered 
World War I, John Joseph Perching was appointed to com- 
mand the American forces that were to he sent t<i Europe. In 
October of that year ihc United States revived the ranks of 
general and lieutenant general (in order to phicc American 
commanders in Europe on a lescl with Allied commanders), 
and Pershing was made a full general, the fourth American 
soldier since George Washington to hold that rank. Pershing 
arrived in France on June 13, 1917, and at the crucial time, in 
the name of (he President and people of the United States, 
placed his army at the services of General Ferdinand Foeh. 
Among the numerous foreign decorations Pershing leceived arc 
the Grand Cross of the Legion of Honor, conferred upon him 
on August 3, 1918, by the French government, and the French 
Croix de Guerre. lie also received the Amcrirau Disiinguisliecl 
Service Medal and the \'ictory Medal. In 1919 he was con- 
firmed by the Senate as ‘'General of the Armies of the Edited 
States.” Two years later he became chief of stall and in 1924 
he was automatically retired. 

Pershing, born on September 13, i860, was graduated from 
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the United States Military Academy at West Point as seiitor 
cadet Captain (the Academy’s highest honor) and president 
of his class. His first service was against the Apache Indians of 
New Mexico and Arizona, ^vhc^e he learned military tactics 
that were to stand him in good stead in his later campaigns in 
the Philippines and Mexico. For more than four years Pershing ’ 
was engaged in military operations in the Philippines against 
the Moros. a fierce tribe of Mohammedans who had, success- 
fully resisted the Spaniards for more than 300 years. Pershing’s 
achievement of not only subjugating them, but also winning 
their friendship, attracted favorable attention in military 
circles and on September 20, 1906, Pershing, then a captain, 
was promoted to the rank of brigadier general over the heads 
of 8G2 ofTicors who outranked him in service. In 1915 he com- 
manded a punitive expedition launched against the Mexican 
bandit. Francisco \’illa. ^^'hilc he was engaged on this work 
his wife and three children were burned to death in a fire in 
San Francisco. Only his son. a boy of five, wa.s rescued. 

In 102G Perching went to South America as chairman of the 
Tacna-.\iica plebiscite commission and later served as chair- 
man of the American Monuments Commission in France. His 
book My Experiences in the li'orid War appeared in 193 1. 
General Pcr^hing died in ^Vashington, D. C., on July 15, 1048. 


DAMD LLOYD GEORGE 

The youth of Da\ id Lloyd George, British statesman, was 
passed in A\ales under conditions of severe simplicity and near 
poverty. He once said that one of his greatest luxuries as a 
child was half an egg on Sunday mornings. After he became a 
solicitor, he was too poor to buy his robes until he had a few 
cases. 

Lloyd George entered Parliament as a Liberal in 1888. He 
began his rise to fame during the South African War, when he 
became the leader of the “pro-Boer” group. When World War 
I broke out, at which time he was chancellor of the exchequer, 
many expected him to resign because of his pacifist tendencies. 
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On the contrar)' he championed strong miliiaty aclion: and by 
1916, after having held several other important he be- 
came prime minister, which po'jition he held until He 

was one of the prominent mcmber> of the Peace C.onfer' iiee in 
1910. He published W'ar .\[t'tnoirs in 1-13^-30 »>nd Th-: Tni*h 
about the Peace Treaty in io^8. Llo\tl Georqe boni in 
1863, and died on March 26. at iji> estate in \orth Wale^. 

GEORGES CLEMENCl.Al 

The French statesman and editor Cieor2e> Fugene Benjamin 
Clemcnccau, whose sobriquet ua^ 'The Tiger. ” wa^ iliroun 
into jail at the age of twenty for shouting "\’ive la R' pul)- 
lique!” in Paris during an Imperial celebration. I'rom iBb;, to 
1870 Clemcnccau lived, almost in exile, in Anierie.t, wlien- he 
learned English, traveled, studied American politics and laiigiit 
French and literature at a young ladies’ seminarv. After hi> 
return to France he entered politics and gradually became 
known as a radical leader who stood for tlie ideaU of the 
French Revolution. 

Clemenceau's power, greatly sircngtlicned by his journali>tic 
activities, was broken in 1893 by suspicions of his complicity in 
scandals relating to the Panama Canal. For nine years he had 
no gov'crnmcntal connections, but he did return to journalism. 
It was in his newspaper, devoted to proving the innocence of 
Alfred Dreyfus, that Emile Zola pul)lishcd '' j'accusc." Clemen- 
ceau himself also wrote. lie was premier from 1906 to 1909 
and again in 1917. After \Vorld AVar I he was made Permanent 
Chairman of the Peace Conference at Paris. He w as born on 
September 28, 1841, and died on November 24, lO-O. His coffin 
was placed upright; in his will lie said; ’ E\en in death I wish 
to remain standing.” 


NIKOLAI LEMX 

Nikolai Lenin was the pseudonym of \ Iadimir ilieh Ulianov. 
the outstanding figure of the Russian Revolution. Lenin was 
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born on April lo, 1870, of a middle-class family. His work in 
school won praise, and there seemed to be the possibility of a 
brilliant career for him. But his chances were destroyed when 
his elder brother was hanged in 1887 as a revolutionist, after 
which the family joined the underground opposition to the 
czar's regime. Lenin was expelled from the University of Kazan 
as a radical and prevented from enrolling in any other until 
1891. when he became a law student at the University of St. 
Petersburg. He developed into an expert in the field of Mandan 
theory as well as law, and his activities forced him into hiding 
once more. In 1895 in Switzerland he met revolutionary leaders 
who returned him to Russia to edit a workers’ paper. This 
netted him three years of Siberian exile, during which he 
studied, wrote political tracts, and kept in touch with his 
comrades who were forming the Social Democratic Party. 
Lenin had married while in St. Petersburg, and for the next 
seventeen years he and his wife lived simply in Russian colonies 
abroad. He worked for the party as one of the editors of a new 
paper, The Spark. 

The party was weakened by a split in 1903 that lessened its 
strength in the revolution of 1905. This uprising failed, and 
during the ensuing years Lenin worked rebuilding the organi- 
zation. When the czar was overthrown in 1917 Lenin was in 
Zurich, Switzerland. The Germans permitted him to cross their 
country on his way home. His arrival in St. Petersburg, on April 
3, where he received a tremendous ovation, was a decisive 
event. He called upon his followers not to support the group 
th.'it liad overthrown the czar because they were compromisers 
who would continue the capitalist system. “The Bolsheviks can 
and must take power into their hands,” he declared. In six 
months he achieved full control, and ordered an end to Russia’s 
part in the war. In 1921 Lenin decreed The New Economic 
Policy, his last contribution to the organization of Soviet 
Russia. At the end of that year he suffered a stroke of paralysis 
and died on January 21, 1924. His body was mummified and 
put in a mausoleum on Red Square. 
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Sl^N YAT-SKX 


The lectures of Dr. Sim ilu- f.ulu i t i th-. L i.ii.t 'C 

Revolution, take the plare of ilic saving's nl t mfiu ius uiih 
niodern Chinese youth, and a part ot Di. Sun > \vill in \s!iii.h 
he pleads for the cau-^c to \\ hich he d< (liv .n - <1 Li ' im i tudied 
hy the Chinese sehonl children juiu h .i' l’i< d'Ut l.iiK.lnS 
Gettysburg Adefras read hv Atneiiean <hildi«n. ))i. Sun 
was bom in i8G6, in a small \ i!laee in M.utlie.nieni t .liina. IIi> 
parents were peasants; his home was .i inn«l Init; and fi'» <|in iiilv 
there were neither slices to wear nor rie.- m c.it. lie uas 
brought up as a Christian ^nul j>robahly learned re\ I'lution.irv 
ideas from his uncle. In Honolulu he learneil laielish and was 


graduated with a good record from high selio>*l. Ilu’ lirsi 
graduate of a Hong Kong medical school, lie had ilic respect of 
his teachers for his ability and a rcpuiatinn as a r.ulieal. 


Dr. Sun’s cause was to win freedom ftn China and sec her 


«rank as an equal with the world’s great n.uions. I ii. rn>i step 
in the process was tlic overthrow of the Maiulm dN tiasiy. Dr. 
Sun and some other young conspirators, who ivH»k as their 
motto “Divine Riglit does not last forever,' j>l,umed an up- 
rising in Canton that ended in tiic execution of some of tlic 


group. Dr. Sun escaped over the wall in a basket. He went to 
Japan, to Honolulu and then to tlic United States ,uul finally 
to Europe. In 1898 when he returned to Japan, he had onlv 100 
followers among 10,000 Cliinese there. In 1900 another up- 
rising failed, but later the revoluntionary cause made progress. 
Chiang Kai-shek, who was to become China’s generalissimo, 
met Dr. Sun in Japan in 1909. 

Py 19 1 1 the leaders had control of a few pro\ inees, and Dr. 
Sun was made provisional president of the Chinese republic. 
The Manchus called on an old soldier and adviser, Yuan Sliih- 
kai, who cleverly played both ends against the middle. He 
persuaded the Manchus to abdicate and then destroyed all 
opposition to himself. Once more Dr. Sun became a con- 
spirator. In. 19 1 6 President 'Yuan died, and the next few vears 
brought plots and counter-plots during which Dr. Sun was hr.st 
in and then out of power. Finally, with Russian help, he formed 
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his party along Communist lines. One of his assistants was 
Chiang Kai-shek. Dr. Sun finally allowed Chinese Communists 
to enter his party, although he did not believe in the theory of 
class war. In i9'24 he left for Peking and died there on March 
12, 1925, leaving Chiang to succeed him as the leader of the 

Nationalists. 

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 

George Bernard Shaw is primarily a dramatist, but there are 
many otlicr facets to Ins character. He is also a socialist, critic, 
philosopher, orator, and a figure about whom legend has ac- 
cumulated even though he is still alive. He is famous, among 
other things, for his love of fun, his keen wit, his generosity and 
his eccentricities, lie has been quoted as saying that “you 
should live so that when you die God is in your debt.” His own 
life would seem to indicate that he not only preaches, but also , 

tries to abide by that philosophy. 

As a boy Shaw, who was born in Dublin on July 26, 1856, 
acquired an appreciation for music and art. He left school at 
fifteen to take his first job in the office of a land agent. He ac- 
quitted himself admirably, but the work irked him so that he 
ga\'e it up to make a career in literature in London. However, 
he strongly objects to being called the greatest modern English 
dramatist, not because of modesty, but because he is Irish. He 
has said of his first novel that it was “with merciless fitness” 
called Immaturity and that when it was thrown aside even the 
mice who nibbled on it “failed to finish it,” Those first years in 
London were filled with poverty and discouragement; their 
outstanding event was Shaw’s conversion to socialism. Eventu- 
ally, however, his work as a dramatic critic gained recognition, 
and he became known as a brilliant journalist. He also achieved 
a reputation as a revolutionary propagandist, both as writer and 
debater. “In company with Shelley, Wagner, and Ibsen, he 
says, "I was a social reformer and doctrinaire, first, ..last, and all 
the time.” 

Shaw’s first play was Ji’idowers^ Houses^ produced in 1892. 
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Anns and the Sfen h.id a fair in Duiijiu ihr in \: 

ten years he wrote about a plav a \car. but he* ^va< iu>i oiali- 
lished in England until John Bull's Other hlnnd appeared in 
1904. Mis succc<« in America had becun ‘•cwral \car' c.irla r. 
A large part of Slum’s dramatic \>ork w.i' done- .jfici he 
reached the age e-f forty, and nioie than half of it w.!' dojie 
when he wa> past tiic aeo at uhiclt hliakcspe'arc died. Seme nf 
his best plays, includino: Ileartbreok Ilnuse. Boek to M- i,ih 
and Saint Juan, were written after lie \\a' more than si\!\. 
Among his other tremendous successes are M's. U'a u's !'-■■■ 
jession. Candida. Man and Supennan, TJu Dortor'i l),l. »■, > 
Major Barbara and Pycimalion. The two latter ha\c been 
made into moving pictures. The Xc'bel pri/c for literature 
awarded to Shaw in 1926. He donated the monev to the Aneio- 
Swedish Foundation for spreading a knowledge of Swedi'li 
literature in English-speaking countries. This was characteri>tic 
of him, for he has given away much of his fortune. 


H, G, W LETS 

Herbert George Wells, English author, was born on Septem- 
ber 21, 1866. Flc came from the lower middle class, his father 
a shopkeeper and his mother a lady’s maid. Struggling con- 
stantly to better his po.^ition, lie read wh.itexer he could find. 
Scholarships enabled him to acquire an education at London 
L niversity from w hich he w as graduated u ith first-class honors 

and a degree in science. After tc.iching biologv lie took up 
journalism. 

Wellss first book was published in He de\clopcii the 

scientific romance, introducing some fact, surmise or propliecv. 
Such are The Time Machine, In the Days of the Comet, and 
The War of the It orlds. Lpoii the latter was based an Ameri- 
can radio dramatization produced bv the director Orson 
Welles, which in October, 1938, frightened thousands of li- 
tehers who thought men from Mars had invaded the coumr\. 

With Tono-Bungay ^Vells began a scries of novels dcalinc 
with contemporary society that includes Marriage, Joan e.'-d 
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Peter, The Wife of Sir Isaac Harman, and The Research 
Magnificent. Mr. Britlino Secs It Through \\-as a moving war 

novel. 

The work with which \Vclls gained his greatest prominence, 
tlio Outline of History, has the great scope that its title implies 
and is an extraordinary combination of scholarship and popu- 
larization. Wells died on August i3» 1946, 


MARIE CURIE 

111 1902, forty-five months after she had announced the 
probable existence of radium, Marie Sklodowska Curie, in 
collaboration with her husliand Pierre, succeeded in isolating 
from the mineral piichlilcnde a decigram of pure radium. 
Pierre had said tliat lu‘ la-pcd it would ha%c a beautiful color; 
his wish was more th.m realized. Radium is spontaneously 
luminous. Notes on tin: progress toward their monumental 
discovery were written on the margins of one of Marie’s cook- 
books between her ecstatic comments on the growth of their 
small daughter Irene. Their laboratory was a small shed with 
practically no iicat or \'entilation, and the pitchblende neccs- 

sarv for their tvork had been bought out of their own slender 

/ 

income. 

M.iric Curie was born in Warsaw on rsovcmbci 7 > 1867. 
■\ficr she became in\'olvcd in a students revolutionary organi- 
zation. she was forced to leave tlie city. She went to Paris, 
where she took her science degree, and in 1895 she married 
Pierre Curie. After the discovery of the new element, valuable 
in the treatment of cancer, the couple passed several years in 
research on its properties. In 1903 they received the Davy 
Medal of the Royal Society, and the Nobel prize in physics vyas 
divided between them and Henri Becquercl, French scientist, 
who disclosed the radioactive properties of uranium. 

On .'\pril 19, 1906, Professor Curie was run over by a. dray 
on the streets of Paris and killed. Madame Curie was asked^ to 
take up his work at the Sorbonuc — the first time that a position 
in French liighci education had been given to a woman. The 
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hall was packed for her liibi lecture, which .>iie hcKan at il,.- 
point where Pierre had left olT. She won the Xohel prize in 
chemistry in 1911. On Madame Curie’s first vi^i to tiie I 'niied 
States, licsidcnt Warren G. Ilardine, on beh.ilj of the \\.>nKn 
of the country, presented lu l.er a eiam- ,.f i.ulium. On J,,-, 
second visit she received S-,o.o..u to pmeh..o- la.limn !-.t to.- 
in the radioacti\ity laburaioiv at W'.ns.iw. 

In 1020 Madame Curie ua^ iliie.iten.-d uitli l.lindn.-.-, h,ii 
a series of operations saved her siv^lu. S!m- v^..^ still nm v^dI. 
however, and knew she shouhl stop w,.rk. I i kir.u 
whether I could live widnnit the labor.. t. ax. 'he >aid. She 
died at Valence, France, in julv of mvp 


SIGMUND FREUD 

The Austrian psychiatrist Sigmund Freud, born on May 6 
T8:>6,^was the founder of psychoanalvsis. He was interested at 
first in purely .scientific research rather th.ui medieine. .\n 
essay by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe emitletl /)- .Witur in- 
fluenced him to begin a medical career. He w..> graduated in 
medicine from the University of \ ienna in 1881 and decidc<l 
to become a clinical neurologist. A \'ienne'C physician told him 
a curious incident concerning the cure of .symptoms <.f hysteria. 
The patient was hypnotized and persuaded to iceullcct tlie 
circumstances of the origin of these symptoms and to express 
lie cmotioijs accompan>ing them. Tliis was the beginning of 
what later became psychoanalysis. 

T study under the nellloIogi^I 

Jean Martin Charcot, who encouraged him in the levolutlonarv 

procedure of ticaiiug hysteria from a psvehologicai point of 

view. At first Freud's work met with the decided rlisapproval 

of h.s collcague.s. He attributed this and later opposition to 

the powerful resistance which he believed alw.us operate.s 

against the subconscious mind. Subsequently Freud discanled 

hypnotism a.s a means of bringing out buried memories and 

began to develop a method he termed ‘-free as.soci.uion. ’ He 

believed that most Jiysteria is due to a nervous shock, emotional 
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and usually sexual in nature. The ideas connected with the 
situation are suppressed and as a result find their outlet in a 
state of hysteria. When the patient can be led to recalling and 
expressing these hidden Ideas, he is on the road to recover)'. 

For ten years Freud worked alone in his field. Then in 1906 
he was joined by a number of colleagues, and in 1908 the first 
International C oneicss for Psyclioanalysis met. Two years later 
an International Association was founded. In 1909 he visited 
America, where the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws was 
presented to him. On his seventieth birtliday he received con- 
gratulations from scientists all over the world and was accorded 
the freedom of the city of Vienna. Freud left ^ ienna for 
London in 10^8, when the Nazis came to power. He continued 
his work in England, and died there on September 22, t 9 .\ 9 * 

Among Freud's writings are Interpretation of Dreams, 11 it 
in Relation to the Unconscious, Totem and Taboo, Psycho- 
pathology of Eicryday Life, and A General Introduction to 
Psychoanalysis. 


ALBERT EINSTEIN 

Albert Einstein, one of the gieat men of modern science, was 
born on March 14, 1879, in Ulm, Germany. During his boy- 
hood in Munich he was shy, sensitive and unhappy. His harsh 
teachers, whom he called “non-commissioned officers,” con- 
sidered him stupid and tried to Hog sense into him. When they 
realized that he knew more about mathematics than any of 
them would ever know, they disliked him even more. Albert 
was also made to suffer from German anti-Semitism, and he 
hated the militarism of the German Reich to such an extent 
that he persuaded his father to promise him that he would 
never have to do compulsory military service. In 1894 the 
family moved to Italy. Later Einstein rccciv'ed the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy at the University of Zurich, in Switzer- 
land, and laucln mathematics and physics at the polytechnic 
school in Zurich. In 1900 he became examiner of patents in 
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Ac Bcme patent office, ul.cre, iKu ing Sui.. m.!u, , , 

e remained until 1909. In 1911 he look the r!i.n‘r of phyohs 

the ne«y;a“ '■ '"'“I - >^"'''1. 

By ,9,3 Eimtcin was so udl kn..u„ il,a, a place was ,na,|e 
especially for him m Berlin as Director of the Kaiser-\\-ilh, ]n, 

Academy of Science and rcccued Imids to enahic him to ,levotc 
h foil time to tcsearcli. In addition ,0 , non, I,.., ship in several 
other learned societies and academies, the uniceisitics of 
Geneva, Manclicster, Rostock and Princeton .onfe.red honor 
my degrees on him. In i.,2, Einstein u.,s the .ecipient of a 
Nobel prir.e. lie catne to America in ,l,e e.ub thirties, and 

postln BrrhnT'' n’''" dn’t ivod him of his 

at thi ln 1 , ; P'ofesso, of mathematics 

M the Institute for Advanced .Study at IVineeton, Xe,v Jersey 

^^e^took the oath of Umied States citirensl.ip on Octolx-r 1, 

lI'C famous scientist is best known is his 
phvsi«° which has become a come, stone of modcni 

Although the intricacies of his scietnihe thoughts would 
seem to set him apart, Einstein's warm-hearted disi'wsition has 
won him the admiration and friendship of tlie many who know 
Of his deep interest in human welfare. 


HENRI BERGSON 

Henri Bergson was one of the most highiv esteemed of 

fiTok Nonn'r 

Clermont. Here he underwent a ' tr^rLdo "‘htm “ 
ma enalist into an idealist. In 1900 ho .accepted the chair of 
philosophy at tlie College dc France. 

and hR rhi%'”‘''t Memory. 

and his chief work. Creative Evolution, raised storms of spccu- 
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latioii. He claimed that in addition to the physical brain, which 
he called the analytical mind, there is a creative intellect that 
is the force animating all men. This he called the £lan Vital, 
the Vital Spark, which is a keynote of Cergsonian philosophy. 
He also believed that time is dynamic rather than static. His 
lectures attracted a large popular audience. 

In 1928 Bergson rccci\'ed tlic Nobel prize for literature. In 
ig.jo, the Hitler-controlled French government offered to 
except him from the decree requiring the resignation of all 
Jewish professors. He rejected this exemption and resigned 
from the College dc France. He was born on October 18, 1859, 
and died on January .p 1941. 


GEORGE SANTAYANA 

George Santayana’s philosophy is a combination of a belief 
in Plato's world of ideas, a denial of the existence of imrnor- 
lality and of God, and an admiration for the story of Christian- 
ity, which he terms a myth — scientifically false but poetically 
true. He regrets more than anything else that he did not live 
in Plato's time. He feels that he would have been mucli happici 
then. Santavana Nvas Ijorn in Madnd, Spain, in iBGg, and came 
to America as a child. After graduating from Harvard in 1886, 
he ser\’cd there as an instructor and, fiom 1889 to 1912, as 
professor of philosophy. E'pon leaving Harvard he returned to 
Europe. After World War I, he lived for a time in Rome and 
then went to Venice. He is not only a brilliant philosopher, but 
an eloquent speaker and a fuic poet. 

Santayana published his first essay in philosophy, The Sense 
of Beauty, in 1896. Many consider this the best American 
contribution to aesthetics, and he sa)'s it is his best-selling book 
because it still sells too copies a year. His great work is The 
Life of Reason, upon which he labored for seven years. His 
novel The Last Turitan appeared on February 2, > 93 ^* More 
recently, Santayana has been Ihang in Rome, producing new 
autobiographical and philosophic ^vritings, 
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EAMON DE VALERA 

The leading statesman of modern Ireland, Eanro,, De \ alera 

was born in New York in .88e: bis mother sea., Irid. and his 

father Spanish. He went to Ireland leh. n he uso verv souiie. 

studied there, and taught niatlu-mjtie.s and Lnien.iecs. lie 

joined Sinn Fein, the Irish rcpiiblieaii inoveniem. ,,ml m i.,io 

he took part in the Easter Rehellioii. the h.-h npri-in.- a-ainu 

BntLsh rule in Ireland. De Valera ua. sememe, I to death, hm 

this sentence was changed to life imprisonnu in. He w.k Irctd. 

however, in 1917. in the general amnestv of Irish ptiliiiL il 
prisoners. 

De Valera, combining the scholarlv calm of the teacher u iih 
the vigorous determination of the man of action, worked cease- 
lessly for his goal— the freedom of Ireland. When tiic Iridi 
free State was cstablislicd in 1921, he opposed it as an in- 
complete realization of Ireland’s place in the world. Gr.iJuaJlv 
his opposition party increased in strcimth. In Dc \ 
became President of the E.xccuiivc Gouncil. Ainl in nr.H he 
negotiated a new treaty with Great Hrimin In uhikh Ireland 
(except for six northern counties) achiexed national iiuic- 
pcndcncc, presening, however, certain tics with the Britidi 
Commonwealth of Nations. Do Valera had long favored and 
encouraged the use of the native Irish or Gaelic langua'^e as 
the recognized equal of English; and the new Ireland is known 
also by the Gaelic name “Eire." During tiic Second World 

ar, Ireland, under De Valera, remained neutral. In 194.8 Dc 

hLlmJip irehmd) party, and Jolm A. Costello 

beesme the hend of the government 


JEAN SIBELIUS 

Jean Sibelius, who was born at Tavastclues, Finland on 
December 8, 1865, is generally considered the founder of 
Finnish national music. Many talcs arc told of the early povertv 
of this great musician, such as his having sold one of his 
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compositions for $2. But later he lived near Helsinki on a 
pension of 100,000 marks, the highest ever paid to a Finnish 
citizen with the exception of presidents. Friends reported that 
during the Russian-Finnish \Var Sibelius was liidden and pro- 
tected ‘ like a national treasure.” AVhen he visited the United 
States ill 1914 to conduct some of his works, he received the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Music from Yale University. 
In 1921 the first American performance of his Fifth Symphony 
occurred in Pliiladelphia. During the New York World’s Fair 
in 1930 he broadcast to the United States from Finland. In 
the years which followed, admiration for his music continued 
to grow boll', in the United States and throughout the world. 

Much of t!ie music of Sibelius is founded on folk melodies 
and myiliology. His works include symphonies, symphonic 
poems (such as The Swan of Tuoncla and Finlandia) , choral 
and piano pieces, and a violin concerto. Among his short com- 
positions is the melancholy Triste. 


IGOR STRAVINSKY 

The Russian composer Igor Fedorovich Stravinsky has con- 
ducted his own works many limes in the concert halls of 
Boston, New York and other cities. His first American tour was 
in 1925. and he later became a permanent resident of this 

country. 

Stras insky, who was born in Oranienbaum, in 1882, studied 
piano at an early age, but until 1902 he intended to become a 
lawyer. In that year he met the composer Nikolai Rimsky- 
Korsakov, who persuaded him to take up music. He attracted 
widespread attention with his first ballet The Firebird, written 
for the Ru.ssiaii Ballet Company of Sergei Diaghilev, with 
whom Stravinsky was closely associated. This was followed by 
a second ballet Pelrouchka, one of the greatest of theater scores. 
Lc Saerc du Printemps, with choreography by Vaslav Nijinsky, 
^v■as produced in Paris on May 29, 1913. The rather dissonant 
music met with such a storm of protest from the audience that 
Diaghilev had to plead for quiet; but in more recent years, the 
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composition has had its place in the standard orchestral 
repertoire. Stravinsky's later works are abstract and hichly 
concentrated; thev include the oratorio Oedipus Hex and^he 
Symphonic des F^oumrs. 


PABLO PICASSO 

• Picasso, the creator r.f cubism in mndern art, uas bom 

in Malaga, Spam, on October 23. 1881. He received some cariv 
training from his father but in 1903 he settled in Paris, where 
e has d^cvel^oped his art. Picas'-os early paintings were charac- 
terized by the influence of nineteenth century French painters* 
then came a change to warm colors, clear contours, and careful 
spec arrangements. The first of his cubistic pictures had a 
three-dimcnsiopl element which he later abandoned to work 
simply With color and design in patterns which had no resem- 
ance to natural form but were intended to convey an idea 

of life and reality. Later he began once more to ba^c his pic- 
tures on natural forms. 

Notable pictures which arc representative of the various 
priods in Picasso's work arc; MadriUne (First period); La 

• -‘^<‘robats itith a Dog (Transition 

period); la Todetie (Rose period); Lcs Demoiselles d\Avi- 
gnon ^Xegro period'- Fruit Dish (.-Xnalytic Cubism): The 

A-c! (Synthetic Cubism); Tu.'o 
eated Uonten (Classic period); and the huge mural called 

Pica.o has also 

and\as donrm’ ballets, 

tTnuine tor , g^‘->Phic work. Although con- 

tmuing to be a controversial figure, Picasso has through the 

years gamed increasing recognition as one of the foLiost 
artists of the present day. i^Jicmost 


MOHANDAS K. GANDHI 


Gaidar Karamchand 

Gandhi to show that he was destined to become one of the 
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most magnetic personalities and most compelling leadeis in 
India’s long history. He was born on October 2, 1869, at 
Porbandar/india, the son of merchant-class parents. He was 
reared in an aiiti-Biitish atmosphere, for liis father, who had 
been premier of several small native states, once rebuked a 
Biitisli commissioner in public and went to jail rather than 
apologize. At thirteen (hmdhi married. At nineteen, already a 
father, he went to London to study law. Before departing, he 
vowed to lead a chaste, stoic existence. For three years he lived 
frugally in London on $20 a month and then returned to 
India a qualified barrister, a member of the Inner Temple. He 
was disbarred by the Inner Temple in 1922 after his sentence to 
six yciirs' iinprisoiiiuiMit by the Indbui couils, 

Gandhi went to Soutli Africa on a law case when he was 
twenty-three and .stayed twenty years seeking to improve the 
status of his fellow inchans, who were discriminated against 
because of their dark skins. 'I'hcrc, under the influence of Leo 
Tolstoy, Russian novelist, and Thorcau, the American writer, 
he developed his philosophy of non-violent civil disobedience 
as a mean.s toward political ends. He returned to India in 1914, 
gave away his properly, and took to wearing a loin cloth to 
Tymbolizc his joining the repressed millions who could afford 
no more. He prcacliod political and economic freedom from 
England and urged the wiping out of religious enmities among 
Hindus and Moslems. He tried to uplift the Untouchables, 
\ictims of a system he called a ‘'rotten excrescence.” Millions 
in India called him the Mahatma (great soul) and considered 

liim a god. 

Gandhi w'as in and out of prison most of his life as a 
result of his activities. He conducted many fasts or hunger 
strikes, using the fast as a means of calling attention to a 
particular injustice. One of his fasts began on February 10, 
1913, and ended twenty-one days later. It was in protest over 
his internment behind barbed wire in the palace of the Aga 
Klum at Poona, where he was held by the British government 
after the outbreak of civil disobedience following rejection of 
Sir Stafford Cripps’ plan for Indian independence. In the 
cnrlv days of the Second World War Gandlri refused to support 
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Indian participation in the war un the side Great Britain 
until the British would guarantee Iiulian indopendcnce at the 
close of the war. Gandhi was sin.dl, bald, and in his later years 
almost toothless. On January 30, 19^8, shortly after having 
concluded a fast in protest against communal strife between 
Hindus and Moslems, he was assassinated. 


HERBERT HOO\ ER 


Herbert Clark Hoover, Republican, \^as inamiuraiod as ilie 
thiriy-hrst President of the United States on Mardi j. 

The career which prefaced his presidency was at xariance teith 
the usual career of a politiran. Born on August to, 187.J., ho 
was the son of Quaker jiareius. In preparation for an eii-ineer- 
ing career he entered tlie newly-opened Leland Stanford 
University in Palo Alto, California, from which ho was 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts doixiec in enc:ine<‘i iiui in 
1895, Among his fellow students was his fulure wife. Miss Lou 
Henry, said to be one of the most brilliant women graduates of 
Leland Stanford. 


By the time he was thirty-four Hoover was among ilic most 
prominent members of the engineering profession and is re- 
ported to have been several times a millionaire. His c.xporicnccs 
included rnining projects in Australia and in China. Ho was in 
China during the Boxer Rebellion of 1900, when he rccei\ ed 
his fii St experience in distributing supplies to refugees. He 
achieved universal fame in this work during A\'orl(l \\ ar 1 . An 
organization under Hoover’s direction suporinioiulod tlie exo- 
dus of Amcricaas from Europe when the war broke out, some- 
times caring for as many as 3,000 individuab in one dav. He 
was the head of the Commission for Relief in Bcluium, which 
during a four-year period fed or oiiierwisc eared for 10.000,000 
people. Hoover not only gave his services gratis in this capacity, 
but he also paid his own traveling expenses. After the United 
States entered World \Var L Hoover was first tlic chairman of 
the food section of ilic Council of National Defense and next 




the Federal Food Administrator. After the war hfe headed 
American Relief Organization, which, between its formation 
jn 1919 and its close in 1023, aided 200,000,000 persons. 
Hoover next ser\cd as the Secrct.try of Commerce in the 
cabinets of both President Warren G. Harding and President 
Calvin Coolidge. 

Hoover’s own presidential term was blighted by the eco- 
nomic depression which began in the fall of 1929. Among his 
efforts to relieve this situation was the formation of the Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation. In 1932, Hoover was defeated 
for re-election by Franklin Delano Roosevelt. In the following 
years Hoover headed various organizations for the relief of 
war-stricken populations. More recently he has worked with a 
committee on the reorganization of the executive branch of the 
Federal Government. 


WILL ROGERS 

Will Rogers, lariat-iwlrlins American humorist, was almost 
everything else before he settled down to his career as a 
philosophic jester. He 'vas a cowboy, circus performer, actor, 
lecturer and writer. He starred in \'audevillc, on the stage, and 
in motion pictures after they became audible. Will Rogers was 
born at Oolagah. Oklahoma, in Indian Territory, on Novem- 
ber 4. 1870, but he called Clarcmorc, Oklahoma, his home 
town. He had some Indian blood, which explains his famous 
remark that when the MayfloiLcr came over from England his 
ancestors “met the boat. ’ Rogers twitted politicians un- 
mercifully and joked with presidents and kings. He was a 
favorite character with the public because of his knack of 
translating into trcnch<int phrases the thoughts of “average’ 
Americans. 

One of America's foremost comedians, AVill Rogers was also 
a leading booster of air travel. He flew about 500,000 miles 
durinc the la^t seven years of his life. He was killed with Wiley 
Post, .-\mcric.in a\ inter, uhen the plane in which they were 
riding crashed near Poiju Bano'.v. Alaska, on August 13, lOSa* 
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RICHARD FA ELYN BYRD 

Richard Evel)-!! Byrd foreshadowed his cxtraordiiuirily hril- 
hant record as aii explorer by an unaccompanied uip around 
the world at tlic age of twelve. He was born in Winciiestcr 
Virginia, on October 23, 1888. After an academic career in 
several Virginia schools, he was graduated from the United 
States Naval Academy in 1912. Due to an injure to one of his 
feet he was placed on the naval retired list in 19 iG, but he 
continued in acti\c scnicc for several years thereafter’ During 
World War I he commanded an aviation unit, and after the 
war he served as assistant director of naval aviation and liai.son 
officer wiffi Congress, in which capacity he was largely respon- 
^ble for the creation of the Bureau of Aeronautics in liic Navv 
Department. While in England for the purpose of assisting in 
ffie navigauon of the dirigible 2R-2, he narrowly escaped death 
by missmg a trial flight during which an expiosion occurred 
that killed all on board. In 1922 Congress passed a special act 
making Byrd a lieutenant commander. 

Byrds polar expeditions were begun in 1923 when he com- 
manded a naval unit which did the first rcgtilar living in the 
Arctic for survey work. On May G of the next > 4 ar, in the 
monoplane Josephine Ford (named for the three-year-old 
daughter of Edsel Ford), Byrd and Floyd Bennett flew over tlie 
North Pole in a non-stop flight that covered 1,360 miles and 
took ffiteen and a half hours. For this exploit Byrd was pro- 
mote to the rank of commander. During Iiis first trip to the 

established on the 

Bay of Whales and called U.tic America, his expedition 
accumulated a vast amount of scientific data and .m impressive 
record of discovery. Byrd flew over the South Pole on Novcm- 
her 29, 1929, By anotlicr special act of Compress he u-.is made 
a rear admiral within a few days of this flight. It was on the 
second Anurctic expedition, which left New ^ork in 193-,. 
that Admiral Byrd almost lost his life while staying alon'c in 
a shack at an advanced outpost established to obtain meteor- 
ological r^rds. In 1947, Byrd headed an expedition to the 
Antarctic for the U. S. Navy. Many new islands and mountain 

229 



n 


ranges were discoN’ered and much previously uncharted terri- 
tory was mapped. 

Admiral Byrd has received more than twenty citations for 
services above and beyond the call of duty. The honors be- 
stowed upon him ha\c been legion. In addition to his achieve- 
ments as naval ofliccr and explorer, he is the author of news- 
paper and magazine articles, public addresses and five books. 
On January 20, 1915, he married Marie D. Ames of Boston, 
and they have four children. 


EUGENE O’NEILL 

One of America’s leading playwrights Eugene Gladstone 
O’Neill fir.st conceived the idea of writing plays during a winter 
passed in a tuberculosis .sanatorium. O'-Xcill was horn in New 
York City on October iG. 1888. He received some formal edu- 
cation, but his background was enriched by a variety of 
activities, including two years at sea and experience as an actor, 
a newspaper reporter and a clerk. 

Publication of a volume of onc-ael plays, Thirst, in 1914, 
was followed by a year at Harvard. In 1916 O'Neill began to 
write for the Pro\ incctown Players, who later jjroduccd nearly 
all of his early plays. In 1919 appeared The ,\toon of the 
Caribbccs and Six Other Plays of the Sea, which .served as a 
basis for the notable motion picture The i'oya^c Home. ■ 

Beyond the Horizon, produced in 1920, won for the dramatist 
his first Pulitizer prize. For both Anna Christie and Strange 
Interlude O’Neill also received this award, and in 1936 he 
became the second American to win the Nobel prize for litera- 
ture. Among his other plays arc The Emperor Jones, Desire 
Under the Elms, The Great God Brown, Marco Millions, 
Mourning Becomes Elcctra, Ah! li'ilderncss, and more recently, 
The Iceman Cometh. 


I 
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(.COKCE Gl:RSf^^\L\ 

George GersWin. A.ouic.u c,Mn,.u-n 
bes known for Ins in HI,,. K,n 

md Leys. II, e MM, of R,nsi.,„ •„ 

BiooUu,, New foil, .Ml Si|,i,,„l„, , 

b,o.,du.,y song untcr, , I, v.,n-,! j.,// f,o,„ ^ j'.,,, 

^ ley to an actied.tecl ,■ l„ Tlnouehon, 

d emT*' l'> 'I- '-.en. nn.nv of 

t >em f.om Ins scores for Im conn <|i, o |„.i |,e 

^.^osecl senous works of gn .,t anis.lc i„„.o„,,.„o. inc|„di„, 

Gcisliwin s first l,it son.g w.,s ,S;, mm, , i„ \\ l,i„. 

man m-cicstr.i leader, imrodned the Rha,...„lr Liu,. 

Rcu \ork on February ,2, k, 2,. /Vrgv ami Hess n,,s first por- 
/ormod 1,1 Aew \ork in ,935. Tlie beauty and orieinalitv of ,|,e 
core were immodiateA rccognired, ami ,i,e o„rk has bun 
frequently revived since tlivn. Clersbu in dh d lue age of 30 

m Hollywood, California, on liilv r I ' 


SINCLAIR LEWIS 

a iuciar) event. Mai/i Stuct a piciun' of » 

fcilloived bv Bahbii, 
’ the " -icl-wcsteni city, and .Ir'romiMnV/i 

(19-5), the story of a physician, for which he rejected the 
Pulitzer novel prize m .926. Cmitry (.oiy) Lewis 

attacked commercialized religion. Dodsieorth (ur8) re- 

of l Fascfst ", ^cre (,935) depicted the danger 

Fascist revolution in the United States, Among his mme 
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recent novels which have attracted wide audiences are Casi 

Timberlane (1945) and Kingsblood Koya/ (1947)- ^ 

Lewis was bom on February 7, 1885. His Yale University 
days, which began in 1903, were interspersed with editorial and 
repoitorial work, two trips abroad, work as a book clerk in a 
Nc\v York store, composition of magazine verse and arucles 

and a visit to the Panama Canal. 

In 1914 Lewis married Grace Livingston, from whom he 
was divorced in 1928. The same year he married Dorothy 
Thompson, newspaper columnist, from whom he was divorced 
in 1942. They have a son, Michael Lewis. 


ERNEST HEMINGWAY 

Ernest Hcmi^g^vay, one of the most influential novelists o^ 
his generation, is a native of Oak Park, Illinois, where he w^ 
born in 1898. Most of his boyhood, however, was passed in 
Michigan. He frequently accompanied his father, who was a 
doctor, on his rounds and was keenly interested in sports. His 
education was confined to public school attendance. He left 
his job as a reporter on the Kansas City Star to volunteer in an 
American ambulance unit in World \Var 1 . Later he was 
severely wounded on the Italian front and received the Croce 
di Guerra, Among Hemingway s earlier novels. The Sun Also 
Rises is notable. Outstandingly popular, as well as an artistic 
achievement, A Farewell to Arms is a story of the war in Italy. 

Following the Armistice, Hemingway first reported for the 
Toronto Star and then became foreign correspondent for that 
paper. Much of his time since World War I has been passed in 
Europe. His early sojourns in Spain furnished him with back- 
ground and inspiration for Death in the Afternoon, while ^ 
later stay there during the Spanish Civil War provided material 
for For Whom the Bell Tolls, one of his major works. 


franklin DELANO ROOSE\ ELT 

Franklin Delano Roo.c\ cll, thirty-second President c ' ti 

of •' ‘Icttiocrat in the tradition 

of Thomas Jefferson. He uas horn at IK.le Park. .\ete York on 

■School, he teas admitted to the har when twenty-five ve.,r- ohi 
In 1905 he marned (Anna, Eleanor Roosevelt, a di- nt 

."n ma' T •>' <'ll limes taken keen inieict 

ial nnd economic problem^ h 

frequently sMen in public and over the radio, and h.,s'..h„ 
done a considerable ainouni of newspaper writing 

the kT" P”'-'--' i'l ,9.0 as r deleca.c 

he won a Convention. In the same sear 

me^rReoTr"'"? Senatorial election 

Te beeam?A 'V ^'^P^'blican district. In ic, 

ofTrl.M "'flvn 'be administr.t- 

for t'he vfee n i' f nominee 
when he 

later he r^r I " 'n but three soars 

iaier he returned to political activity. 

In 1928 he was elected Governor of New York althoush the 
nauonal feket of his party lost the state. As the e.secutise of h' 

ceeded In 'b'^' 

state b'"' <='■" bi^forc been presented to the 

Roo"esdt^ wL'no a national business "depression,” 
DemocradrCons~^a "‘c Xatton.d 

follosved, he challenged the ‘S-fL"' app3-f '‘h" 

followi^^a no • r After his election he 

of Wdfin. ■’ based on the principle 

to ^Dose ill- I k" movciKiu 

oppose fascist aggression by the concerted action of all tlio 
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dcmociacics. As curly as 1937 he had urged the international 
'‘quarantining of the aggressor.’* It was in great part a recogni- 
tion of his leadership in foreign affairs when he was re-elected 
President in 1940 — the first President to be elected to a third 
term. 

In the summer of 1941, in an unheralded mcciing off the 
coast of Newfoundland, President Roosevelt and Prime Minis- 
ter Winston Churchill together offered tlic Allantic Charter as 
a program for international conciliation. 

After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and the entry of 
the United States into AVorld War II in December, 1941, Pres- 
ident Roosevelt guided the military and civilian activities of 
the United States, and played a major part in the joint Icader- 
•ship of the Allies. As the war progressed he took part in many 
major international conferences at which key military and 
political plans ucrc c\*ol\cd and decisions made. Returning 
from the conference at Yalta in southern Russia in February,, 
1945, President Roosevelt, who had been elected for a fourth 
term in November, 1944, was in noticeably poor health; and 
he succumbed to a sudden cerebral hemorrhage on April 12, 

1945 - 


WINSTON CHURCHILL 

Prime Minister of Great Britain during most of the Second 
^Volid Wai, Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill assumed 
office at a tunc when the empire faced the gravest situation 
in its history. That wa.s in May, 1940, about a month before 
France, England's only ally on the European continent, col- 
lapsed before the seemingly invincible German war machine; 
about a month before the English forces barely survived the 
terrible disaster at Dunkerque. The sham complacency of his 
predecessor was discarded and Churchill told the British people 
that he could promise them only “blood, sweat and tears” in 
the struggle immediately facing them. 

Churchill \v'as born on November 30, 1874, the son of Lord 
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mi tarvt r"" fron. San.llM.rst, F.nijILsh 

mi itar) academy, l,e entered the army in ,84-,, .ervint; u itit 

duunction soon afienvards in India and in tlic Sudan He 

was a newspaper correspond<-nt durimj the liner War. and teas 

aken prisoner but later escaped. A facile and prolili, leriier 

'rote several books oti l„s adventures during il,cse years’ 

Hrs political career be.ttan with bis election in i„oo as 

Member o Parl.ament. He was then a Conserv.uive, but' siv 

y^rs later he a.ijan, was elected, this time as Liberal. Between 

TnV ,1 r'""''*! N ■' “ P”-' i" '“'’atuV- 

Fifst n'oS^W H f"' '''■■"-‘■'d' "f the 

kirst Woild War. .Alter a tiefeat sustai.ted bv the n.ual forces 
m thetr attempt to storm the Dardanelles, for which he was 

^ post. It was then that he 

He P“‘"'‘'"I ‘“i a relaxation “a wonderful new world.” 

He pas ed .some tune with the army it. France and then 

:^‘srf::^r" ^ 

Three years after the end of the war, having been defeated 
m an election, he went into brief rciircmeut duritn? which he 
wrote mo,st of h.s book on The h'orld C,ius. In 1924 he a^ain 

tTre^bfoet'" Conservative, atul .so'oti wal in 

in the H Chancellor of the Exchequer. Later, 

ouse of Commons, and in the couttcils of his party he 

’tri-litler’s"cLTn °''‘'"‘ ‘‘"'"“''fte and cffcctiyc opposition 

leader in W'orW ^¥"^11’)^ b'"' t' f ' *tipromc w nr 

darkest hour. ‘ 

Churchi]! continued in office uiifil \r'ys- . i • 
ceedod by Clement Attlee, the leader of ‘th; Ddmtn Rnt'"!: 
a result of the e ect.on which took place while Churchill was 

Stahn aTp^ ^'''> ^^‘-nshal 

Stalin at Po^dam, Germany, soon after the German surrender 

?ml^mem. P-‘.' i” 
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JOSEPH STALIN 

Stalin (the name means steel) is the Chairman of the Council 
of People's Commissars in Russia. His actual name is Joseph 
Dzugashvili. Stalin was born in December, 1879, in the Russian. 
pro\incc of Gcorcia. His father wanted him to be a cobbler,, 
but he took up theoloev. His career as a theological student 
ended when a volume of Karl Marx was found in his room, 
Tn 1900 he became a member of the Social Democratic Party. .• 
Between that time and 1017 Stalin worked in the inner party 
councils. He was arrested six times and escaped five. The last 
time, in 1913. he was sent to Siberia, where he remained until 

il\e fall of the czarist regime. 

Stalin had proved himself willing to do anything for the 
party and he possessed a thorough knowledge of the workers 
in Russia. He was entirely in sympathy with the leader of the 
movement, Nikolai Lenin, and was in close contact with him 
after 1917. For four )cars he served as Commissar of Nation- 
alities, and then he became the party sccretarv’. Lenin was wary 
of the feud which had broken out between Stalin and another 
political leader, Leon Trotsky, and warned his associates of 
its danger. Soon after Lenin s death Stalin offered to resign 

as sccretarv but was rc-clcctcd. He was successful in over- 

# 

coming subsequent opposition, and in 1929 Trotsky was ex- 
pelled from the countn.’. 

Bv this time the first Five-Year Plan, a plan for industrial 
# _ 

expansion and economic stabilization, was in progress. This was 
followed by a second Five-Year Plan, and eventually Russia’s 
prestige abroad increased. She became a member of the 
League of Nations and was recognized by the United States. 

\\ hen Russia was attacked by Germany in June, 1941, Stalin 
directed the Red Army's brilliant defensive and offensive cam- 
paigns again.^t the German invaders, which played such an 
important part in the Allied victory. After the war Russia ex- 
tended its influence to neighboring countries, forming what 
enme to be known as the Eastern bloc during the ensuing series 
of complex negotiations with the Western powers. 
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CHIANG KAI-SHEK 

Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, president of tlte t hinesc 

Republic and com, nandcr-in-chief of all its armed fsirces 

,887 "If*, ? 3'’ 

school At"* r 7 " "’-'i'-y 

« a ■ t" .I-'P-o> lo to, Him, e his military 

studies When the October icsolutioi, of ,,,,, heg.,,, Cihiaiia 

was in Japan, an officer of the Jap.mesc army, llc’uent to 
Tokyo, bought civilian clothing, eluded the polite and escaped 
to China. Within a month he u.is leading a band of revolution 
ists against the Maiichu stcpnghold of ll.uigrhou-. Chiang be- 
came one of the chief .olficcis of Dr. .Sun Tai-scn Cldin's 
revolutionary leader. After Dr. Suns death in ur 7 Chian' 

fed“to ■" A in behalf of Dn’sun had 

led to his acquaintance with Dr. \’assily Bluechcr The two 

men planned and executed the northern march of ,.,g6 which 

.ed together the north and south of China for the hrst tini 

m fifteen years By 1927 Chiang had established a national 

government m Naidtmg. More campaigns followed, c.stending 
ms power to Peking. t.Mtnuing 

and^thr Chinese Republic, 
armed f ’'“c- <^°mmander-in-chief of all 

of^he K ' 7 '^ ‘‘Cl^nowledgcd leader 

lil uoH**""”"*'"®’ Nationalist Party. Revolts and 

iZ Jf clT next feiv years to 

declared war ':fithjapa‘n Z 

expected that China would fall "oa'rM J-ipmiese generals had 
and brutality had the opposite Xc ’ F oppression 

forgotten, and China un^fed behind rr '“ ' 

n Chii^'X!*'''*" Stall"?, nered World \X* 

ji"n' tt''"""7’ After" X"s"un alder of 

menS hoM 1 ‘^e govern- 

ment s hold over large areas. 



Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek’s wife, the former Mayling 
Soong, was educated in America at Wellesley Co lege, and her 
knowledge of Western ways has been of great help to her hus- 
band, who has traveled little outside his country. She has been 
a eiiiding influence on the thoughts and decisions of the gener- 
alissimo. Madame Chiang, who is known 
“missimo;’ is a member of one of China s chief families, the 

Soongs. One of her sisters is Madame Sun Yat-sen, who was the 
second wife of the founder of China’s republic. 


WENDELL L. WILLKIE 

4 

Wendell Lewis Willkic's name is associated with the concept 
of “One World,” to the furthering of which he devoted his 
best energy during the last few years of his life. Coming into 
national prominence as the Republican Party s 1940 Presiden- 
tial candidate, Willkic had been utilities cxccuUvc and at- 
torney as well as a gentleman farmer. Althougli he failed to 
will his race against President Franklin D. Roosevelt, he kept 
his ideas before the public and continued to discuss the most 

important present-day issues. « o 

Willkic was born at Eiwood, Indiana, on February 8, 1892. 

He was cduaated in the Eiwood public schools and was gradu- 
ated from the University of Indiana in 1913. He had acquiicd 
at an early age a taste for literature, drama, and the law, and 
formed a habit of reading three or four books a week. Upon his 
return from World War I as a captain, he began the practice 
of law in his home town. 

Willkic went to New York in 1929 to become associate 
counsel for the Commonwealth and Southern Corporation, a 
large utility concern, and four years later became its president. 
His most notable achievement during this period was his fight 
against the Tennessee Valley Authority, the government power 
development. After a long battle in the courts, he compelled 
the T.V.A. and associated enterprises to pay $78,600,000 for 
the properties of the Tennessee Electric Company, $23,000,000 
more than the original offer. It was during this six-year con- 


^ovcrsy that ^VlIlklc ahaiidoncd his long a'-sociation nith ilic 
Democratic Party. 

Registering with the Republican Party in n'illkie was 
hrst mentioned late that year as one wlio would make an 
excellent candidate for presitlent. A group of his admirers re- 

expression of strong liberal co.n ic ti-ms, started 
a VViIIkic campaign, the success of uhich. culminating in his 
nomination on tiic sixili ballot at the Philadelpliia National 
(convention, was a dramatic chapter in American political his- 
tory. At the end of a hard-fought campaign. Willkic k-t. but 
23,000,000 Americans voted foi him. 

Recognizing Willkic as an imonicial reprcscntativo of the 
American people, President Roosevelt a.^signcd various special 
missions to him shortly before and during onr participation in 
the wai- Thus, early m 1941 Willkic flew to I'aigland in behalf 
o Icnd-Ieasc war aid to Britain. In September: loj., I^ccause 
of his expanding interest in international alfaiix. he reciuestcd 
was able to make arrangements for a tiip uhieh to..k him 
to hg>4Dt, Turkey, Palestine, liat). Ir.m, Rnsda and Cdiina. He 
met the loaders of those countries, visited hattlefronts, and 
gained a new .sense of tlic imer-dependenee of all nations. 
Returning home in October, he made a “report to the Ameri- 
can people” by radio, later enlarging tin’s into his book 0;i, 
World. 

Stricken suddenly by an acute illness, Willkic died on Octo- 

B, t944> the age of 52 . 


DOUGLAS MacARTHUR 

In March of 1942 General Douglas MacArthnr relinquished 
his post on the valiantly defended Bataan peninsula in the 
Philippine Islands to make a dramatic 2,000-milc trip by plane, 
submarine and motor torpedo boat to Australia, where he be- 
came the supreme commander of the land, sea and air forces 
w Nations in the Southwest Pacific during World 

war li. He was accompanied on this historical trip by his wife 
and his young son Arthur. 



MacAnhu: -wii !>oin at Little Rock, Arkansas, on Januar)f,| 
26, 1 880, and l)«'gnn his military career in the United States ' 
Military AcaeJ-mv at West Point, New York, from which hc^ 
was graduated vsitii highest honors in 1903. llis first service, a|jj 
a member of the engineers corps, was in the Philippine Islands,-; 
where years later he was to lead one of the most dramatic, 
defen.ses in military history. 

MacArthur participated in an expedition to Mexico in 1914, 
and when the United States entered World War I, he was chief 
of the censorship division of the \Var Department. He was 
promoted to the rank of colonel in August of 1917. As chief of 
stall of the Rainbow Division he went to France in October of 
that year. In February of 1918 he received a citation for 
gallantry from the commander of the French 7th Army, and 
the next June he became a brigadier general, leading actions 
north of Verdun, in the Mcusc-Argonne offensive, and in the 
advance on Sedan, later taking his division to the Rhine as part 
of the army of occupation. 

In June of 1919 he became superintendent of the Military 
Academy at West Point, the youngest officer ever to be so 
honored. In 1922, he was assigned to command the Manila 
district. In 1930 he was made Chief of Staff of the United 
States Army. Leave was granted to him in 1935 to help the 
Philippine Commonwealth prepare its national defenses. He' 
was retired in 1937, at his own request, but was recalled in 
1941, appointed commanding general of all United States 
troops in the Far East and promoted to the rank of lieutenant 
general. He became a full general in December of 1941. 

After the surrender of Japan in August, 1945, MacArthur 
was placed in charge of the occupation of Japan, and his 
policies largely directed the post-war Japanese government. 


DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 

Dwight David Eisenhov^’e^ was made a full general of the 
United States Army on February ii, 1943, being raised from 
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the rank of lieutenant general, and on the same dav lie ua- 
appointed supreme commander of Allied operations in Xonli 
Africa (from the Atlantic to Egypt) for World War II. In 

1044 he became supreme .\llied commander for the iina.io:) 
of \\ estern Europe. 

^ Eisenhower was born at Denison, '1 exas. in 1891. but eicw uji 
m Kansas and t-onciders himself a Kansan. He was craduated 
from the United States Military Academy at West Point, ^>^v■ 
iork, in 1913, in the upper third of his class and was a'^signed 
to the 19th Infantry at San Antonio, Texas. During \Vorld Wai 
I, he was placed in charge of tank training at Camp Coh. 
Pennsylvania. There he became a lieutenant colonel at the aee 
of twenty-eight, with 6.000 men under his command, and at tfic 
end of the war he received the Distinguislied Service Medal for 
his outstanding work with the tank corps. 

Next, Eisenhower was chief of staff to General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur m M ashington in the early 1930's, and helped centrahVc 
control of military air power. Several years later he was a 
special aide to Mac.Vrthur in the Philippines, where he had a 
part in formulating the defensive strategy which was used 
against the Japanese drive on Corregidor and Bataan. During 
army maneuvers in Louisiana in the fall of 1941, Eisenho\^e^ 
was eWef of staff of General Walter Krueger’s 3d Army, and he 
helped direct the tactical operations of 220,000 men. When the 
maneuvers ended, Eisenhower was a brigadier general. 

Five days after Pearl Harbor, Eisenhower was summoned to 
nashmgton as chief of the War Operations Division. It was 
his task to determine where American forces should be allotted, 

u m defend and where attack, and when they 

s ou e sent into action. During his six months in the AVar 
Uepartment Eisenhower was second only to General Geortre G 
Marshall the Chief of Staff. In June of 1942 Marshall ap- 
pointed Ei^nhower as commander of United States Forces, 
European Theater of Operations, including ground, air and 
naval branches. As Allied commander-in-chief of the Ncrih 
■Mrican and Mediterranean areas, he conducted the great and 
successful campaigns of the Allied forces in Tunisia and Sicilv, 
carrying them to Italy; and then as commander of Allied forces 
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in Western Europe, planned and executed the landings in 
Normandy, the liberation of France, and the invasion of 
Germany, thus forcing the German surrender. 

After the war General Eisenhower was named Chief of Staff 
of the U. S. Army, succeeding General Marshall. In 194S he 
retired and was cltoscn president of Columbia L niversity. 


GEORGE C. MARSHALL 

George Catlett Marshall, Chief of Staff of the United States 
Army during the Second World War, followed his long militap^ 
scrs'icc by lus peacetime civilian role as Secrct;u'y of State in 
tlic Truman administration. Marshall was born in Uniontown, 
Pa., on December 31, 1880. He attended Virginia Military 
Institute, and in 1901 he was commissioned a second lieutenant 
in the Army. At the time of America's entrance into the First 
AVorld War he held the rank of captain, serving in France with 
the First Infantry Division. In the course of the war he became 
Chief of Operations on General Pershing’s staff. 

Following the close of the war, he devoted himself to his 
professional duties as an officer in the Army. After a tour of 
duty in Tientsin, China, he returned to the United Slates in 
1938, and was named Chief of Staff by President Roosevelt. 
During the Second World ^Var his responsibilities included the 
formulation of over-all strategy for the United States armed 
forces, and, as a member of the .Mlicd joint board of opera- 
tions, for Allied operations ns a whole. 

Soon after the close of the war he retired from the Army 
and, at the urging of President Truman, accepted appointment 
as special envoy to China to attempt a reconciliation between 
the warring Chinese Nationalists and Communists. 

In 1947, Marshall was made Secretary of State, and won 
early approval of a program for European recovery which 
became known as the “Marshall Plan.” FIc took an active 
personal part in a large number of major international con- 
ferences and meetings of the United Nations. 
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THOMAS IL DEWEY 


Thomas Edinuiid Deucy. Rcpublic.m r.iiidid.iie foi the 
Presidency in 1948, first Ixc.inic a proinincm figiire in lu p', ajid 
1936 when, as a special (li>tiict ait.. nicy in New X-nl Oily, ha 
conducted a scries of N'igonnis. tlr.iniatic .^jiiip.iieii' .igaiii'i 
racketeers and gangsters. 

Bom on Marcli 24. i')"2. in ()uos'^i>, Mi.hic.in, Ik- .lu.'iidcd 
the University of Michigan. ^\Ililc a siutlcin at the iini\cr>ii\ 
he won a state singing l(m^c^t .uid laiv r weiil i.. Nevv 'I’ork t.> 
study voice. At the same time, however, he eiu..lle(i in tlu- law 
school of Columbia L'niverdiv. Cllioosing lietween iIkkc two 
careers, he devoted himself to law. In 1928 Dewey married 
Frances Eileen Hutt of S.ipulpa, Oklahoma, and tiu-v have 
two sons. 

Following his success as special prosecutor. Deucy w.t^ 
elected district attorney in Now York C:iiv. In km 2 he became 
the first Republican governor of New N'ork Si, no in tuentv 
years. .Almost immediately ho u.is memiom-d as po>sil>Io 
Republican candidate for the Prcsidenev, and in in.|.[ he was 
nominated as his party's slaiuiard-bearer. Cl.nnpaigning in the 
midst of a global war, Dewey based his appeal primarily on his 
administrative record as governor of New York. He iosi the 
election to Roosevelt by 3,596.000 votes. 

Continuing m office as governor, Dewev was again named 
Republican candidate for the Presidency in 1918^ becoming 
the first Republican to have been rc-nominated for Prcsideni ■ 
after a previous defeat. But once more fie was defeated. 


harry S. TRUMAN 

Harry S. Truman became the thirty-tfiird President of the 
United States on April 12, 1945, being elevated from the \'iee 
Presidency by the death of Franklin D. Roo.scvclt. who had 
completed only a few months of his fourth term in t.liice 
Truman was immediately faced with the task of bringing the 
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Second World AVar to a successful conclusion. Simultaneously 
with attention to military problems, he put his full support: 
behind the plans for holding an international conference 
designed to establish an organization for permanent peace, and 
he addressed the opening session of the conference in San 
Francisco a few weeks after assuming office. It was at this 
conference that the United Nations was brought into being. 

Truman was bom on a farm near Lamar, Mo., on May 8, 
1884. Following his graduation from high school in Inde- 
pendence. Mo., he held various positions locally and in Kansas 
Citv, and during the First \\ or!d \\ ar, he scr\'ed in France with 
the artillery, rising to the rank of major. On his return to 
civilian life he opened a haberdashery store in Kansas City. 
In 1919, he married Bess Wallace, of Independence, Mo. Their 
daughter Margaret is their only child. Truman attended the 
Kansas City Law School from 1923 to 1925. Between 1924 and 

1934 he was a judge in the Jackson County Court in Missouri. 
During this time he began to take an active part in politics. In 

1935 he was elected United States Senator from Missouri. He 
first came into national prominence as the chairman of a 
Senate committee which investigated war production. He was 
nominated as Roosevelt’s running mate at the 1944 - Democratic 
convention in Chicago. 

.■\s President, following the conclusion of the war, Truman’s 
foreign policy took the form of support of nations which were 
sympathetic to the ideals of AVestern democracy and of contain- 
ing the spread of Communist influence. This program came to 
be known as the “Truman Doctrine.” This foreign policy had 
the approval of both the Democratic and Republican factions 
in Congress. In domestic policies, however, the Republicans 
opposed most of the measures which he advocated, and within 
his own party there were diverging groups which opposed him 
on specific issues. 

Truman was nominated for a new term in the Presidency, 
at the Democratic convention in Philadelphia in July, 1948. 
He conducted a vigorous campaign throughout the country 
and was elected, thus being chosen President in his own right. 
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